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tiſe ſteps into the World in the 
ſame Spirit, the ſame plain diſintereſted 
 Manver, in which it was conceived, 


a Patron, either Right Honourable, os 


Right Reverend; without any lucrative | 


Dedication: ;and even. without. a Name. 

8 It is to be wiſh'd that fewer Books 
| flood in Need of thoſe Aids toward 
their Recommendation to the Puhlick; 


and that More carried with them an ins 8 


trinſick Worth, beyond the Neceſſity 
of Ornaments 7 — conduce ſo little 
to the Satisfaction, or Edification of 
the Reader. | 

Whether this bort Eſſay, on ſo ins, 
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tereſting : a S$ubjed, be of the laſt Sort, | 
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57 will be obſerved, that this Trea- | 


and written; without the Support of 


Kee... _ 
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ment of All concern d in It; — That! is, 


Me 


is leſt, anadorned as It i is, to as Judg- 


of All Mankind. 
What is chiefly thought fit to pre- 
miſe, is, that, for this confolatory Syſ- | 


tem, the World i is obliged to an emi- 


nently pious, learned, and dignified 
Divine, from among whoſe Papers the 
Manuſcript was obtain'd. That defi- 
rable Piece not having been in a Lan- 


guage ſo generally underſtood, as the 


Uſe and Import of It ſeem'd to de- 


mand, the Tranſſator Thereof hopes 
he may claim ſome Share in ſuch an Ac- 


knowledgment from the Publick as 
may be found due for fo valuable a 


Preſent to It, by making It appear in 


ſuch Engl: 72 as, he thinks, the Au- 
thor Himſelf WATT have done, if That 
had been It's original Dreſs. 

How far that Endeavour has ſuc- 
ceeded, the judicious Reader will diſ- 
cern \ better, becauſe perhaps more im- 
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partially, than I can; and will pardon 


the Defedts he may think to be ſuch, 
for the Candour of the Deſign; for 
IJ cannot but perſuade myſelf, that 


he would rather ſee ſucha Gift brought 


to the Corban from a very indifferent 
and unknown Hand, than that the 

Publick ſhould be deprived of lt. 
It may be further ſaid, that an Anti- 
dote could never be more ſeaſonable 
than at this JunQure, when the En- 
thuſiaſtick Rhapſodies of Thoſe who 
call Themſelves Metbodiſi, ſcatter fo 
| univerſally the Poiſon of their Doc- 
trines, and ſo influence the Minds of 
theWeak and Ignorant, as to lead Them 
to the Terrors of Deſpair, and a Gloomi- 
neſs of Soul; that deny Them the Com- 
forts of this Life, and, what is infinite- 
ly more dreadful, the pleaſing Hope 


of that Recompenſe of their Griefs ys 


They are to look forin the Next. Who 
ſees not Libertiniſm and Superſtition, 
to 


"_ | 
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to be 4h fatal Rocks that encompaſs 


true Religion? The One, by the Af- 


fectation of Free-thinking, believes 
Nothing; The Other, by a blind Weak- 
neſs, believes every Thing. Liberti- 
niſm, to baniſh the Fears, and Doubts, 


that cruciate the moſt Obſtinate, denies 
that there is a God; Superſtition, to 


appeaſe Terrors It likewiſe apprehends, 
ſuffers Itſelf to be deluded, either 
by It's on abſurd Conceptions, or by 


the miſguided Zeal (and too frequent- 


ly the impious Deſigns) of Cthers, as 
oſten as they are offered to It. As it 
ſo viſibly was the pious Intention of the 
learned Author to ſtrengthen the hu- 
man Mind againſt both thoſe Extremes, 
the Tranſlator joins his Wiſh, the 
Effect may be anſwerable. 
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To all Men NOW upon E 3 
and who ſhall be fo heren frer, 
Salvation and B encdiffion, | 
in ad God, and in 

his only Son, our Lord Je. | 


fas Chriſt. 


FOR T is for all of you in ge- 
2 neral, My much Ho. 
as hea ark Brethren in Fe- 

fo Chriſt, and for every one of 


you 
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| you in particular, that 1 
written this little Treatiſe; that 
you may participate in the Con- 
ſolation which the Father of 
Mercies has vouchſafed me in 
Reading the 5 8 

The common 0 100 that 
determines the Fewneſs of the 
Elect, has, for many Ages, 
deeply affected all theſe who 
know the Importance of Salva- 
tion. 


There are none whom Expe- 
rience has not taught, that we 
all carry within Ourſelves a cor- 
rupted Nature, which, in Spite 
of us, inclines us toward Things 

. 5 
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| a Spirits condemn! But tho 
the Knowledge of that Corrup- 
tion be a Benefit to us, It ne- 
vertheleſs throws into the Minds 
of all Men ſo great a Dread, 
that It hinders them to obſerve 
what, in Sacred Writ, ought 
to re aſſure them. 6 


This Treatiſe, in diſſipating 
thoſe vain Terrors which are 
only proper to nouriſh a ſervile 
Fear, and to lead Men to diſ- 
pair, has no other Aim than to 
re- inliven your Hopes, and to 
induce you, by knowing the 
Certainty of your Salvation, to 
multiply inward Peace, and that 


Grace which Jeſus Chriſt, our 
1 Re- 
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| Redeemer, has brought down'to 
us from Heaven. 


I have, a thouſand and a 
thouſand Times, ſought the 
Means to reconcile the Idea 
which we have of the infinite 
Goodneſs, and of the infinite 
Mercy of God, with the com- 


monly receiv'd Opinion con- 


cerning the Small Number of 
Thoſe who are to be Sav'd. 
That Matter has been the Sub- 
ject of my moit frequent, and 

moſt ſerious Meditations; but 
having, no Way found any 
Thing but Impoſſibility, and 
nothing that, well examin'd, 
appear d to be rational, I turn'd 


tO 


to the other Hand, and ſettled 

on the Syſtem I here preſent to 
you; Which ſeem'd to me a 
Source of Comfort for all of us 
in general, and for every One 
of us in particular. 


For who 1s the Man fo ran- 
cour'd with Envy, or Jealouſy, 
who wou'd be difpleas'd, or ra- 
ther not rejoic'd, that all Men, 
of whatever Degree, Country, 
or Condition, ſhou'd be Sav'd? 
Who can be diflatisfy'd, that 
God renders Heaven common to 
all Men, who are the Chief of 
his Works, and whom he has 
made Greater than all of Them 
together? My perſuaſion that 

* there 
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oi cannot be any of that Ah x 
racer in the World, makes me 
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preſume there can be none who. 


will not read this ſhort Treatiſe __ 


with Joy, and Conſolation. I 
dare even hope, that ſome of 
the,eminently Learned will rea- 
louſly take the Pains to more 
clearly explain, and enforce a 


Matter ſo worthy of their Pens ; 


and to correct what I may 800 
have properly digeſted, or but 
treated 1 ? 


I can proteſt before God, the 
Purity of my Intentions, in 
_ compiling this Work; but I can- 
not aſſure myſelf whether Igno- 


rance, or Inadvertency may not 
have 


DEDICATION. 2. „ 
: Seeks me to have ſaid Tome | 
Things improperly, or not ſo 
duly weigh'd as they ought to 
have been: I therefore refer - 
ſelf in all to the Judgment of the 
Church, to whoſe Deciſions 1 
ſhall always pay a perfect Obe- 
dience, and an implicit Sub- 
miſſion. We ought all, 2 
Honour d Brethren, to acknow- _ 
ledge; that Submiſſion and Obe- | 
dience to the Church, is one of 
the ſureſt Means to direct our 
Steps in the Way we ought to 
follow, if we would obtain for 
Ourſelves the Effect of that Su- 
perabundant Grace our Divine 
Saviour has brought down to 
us — O0 Him, for ever, be 


* Glory 
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Glory and Honour; and to us, 
that Grace he has merited for 
us; to the End we may arrive 
at that Felicity which he deſtines 
for thoſe he loves. Theſe are 
the Prayers of the moſt reſpect- 
ful of all your Brethren, 
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Your moſt humble, 


« 
15 
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and moſt Obedient Servant. 


| potbefis that ſuppoſes the 


Damnation of the greateſt 
bs 1 Part of Mankind has been 
hook 'd on as a Point of orthodox Belief, 

even among Perſons of the greateſt Pe- 

netration, that it is not to be doubted 

but there are Many who will immedi- 

ately conclude it a ſhocking Movelty, to 

bring It in Queſtion. It is one of thoſe 

Prejudices, which, being ftrengtben d 
Ly long Habit, are not eaſy to _— 
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found fomen more tractable, aud who will 
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" Prat great, and pious 8 


Es feem z0 have. adopted that Opinion, 


one is inſenfibly accuſtom d to receive 
for @ reveal d Truth, or for a De- 


 Cifion of the Church, That which has 


been but the Sentiment of ſme parti- 
cular Men whoſe Learning, and Pie- 


ty have made them venerable; there- * 
fore, it will be ub Surprise, if, on 
the firſt Aspect of the Title that fand: 


at the Front of this Work, Some fill d 


with Prepeſſeſſ effi ons concerning the great 


Number of the Damm d, ſboud judge 


without further Examination, that a 


Sem which tends to prove that all 
Men in general Dall enfoy, in Hea- 
ven, eternal Happineſs, muſt be an 
unbeard. of Paradox, the. very Motion 
of which pronounces ferrous It's 


Condemnation. 
2 may ze bop d, there will alſo be 
choſe 
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 chuſe. to fu ſpend _ their Fudgments, 2 
till they have maturely canvaſs d ib 


Arguments that ſupport, and confir rn 
 theCertainty of the Hypotbeſis that has 


become the SubjeF? of this Treatiſe. 25 
Indeed 70 Demon ſir ate that All Men 


are Sav'd, is 4 new Sym ; I. but I: is 
' ſupported by ſolid Proofs from the Ho- 
ly Scriptures; and ſuggeſied by Reaſon ; 


+ elf. Tf grave Authors, and great 


Saints, have appear 4 to be of a con- 
. trary Opinion, their. Authority ought 


not to be an abſolute Reaſon to proſcribe | 
I, if it be confe ed that They, or 


be deceived. .. 32 


The Author 85 555 Sem has ar fi, 55 
ciently explained himſelf, in his Epiftle is 
_ Dedicatory, on the Point of his Sub- 

_ miſſion, and Obedience, to the Dedi- AE 


fon of the Charch. He embraces 


| likewiſe with Reſpect, the Opinions of 


the Great Men who are regarded as 


En | the 
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the Fathers, and Doctors of Ir, in what 


relates to the Verities that appertain 
t Faith ; but he does not think he tranſ- 
greſſes 2 the Veneration due to 
their Memory, by diſſenting, in ſome 
particular Caſes, from Them, and on 


which the Church has not yet declar d 


her poſitive Fudgment. The Diver- 
ſity of Explications They have ſo diſfe- 
rently given to many Places of the 
Scriptures, and which ſtill want to by 
| clear'd up to know the true Senſe of 
| them, makes it evident that all their 
Dodctrines are not always Rules that 


muſt indiſpenſibly be follow d 


It is at preſent, Matter of Surprizg 
that, in the fifth and fixth Apes of the 
Church, very holy Men wou'd make to 
Chriſtians, a Point of Religion of an 
Error in Faci; ſuch as to imagine that 
the Earth was bounded by the Extent 


of the Hemiſphere known at that Time. 


A. 


PREFACE... i 
As in the Holy Scripture frequent Men- 
tion is made of the Limits, of the Ends, 
of the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth, 
it was inferr d from thence, that it 
was to think contrary to Scripture; io 
apprehend that beyond the then known 
Hemiſphere there was any Land or 
Country, inhabited by Mankind. Some 
Paſſages in St. Auguſtin make it ap- 
pear that That Father of the Church 
did not believe that the Earth was peo- 
pled throughout all It's Circumference; 
and it is tobe preſum'd that the greateſt 
Genius of thatTime even the moſt aif- 
tinguiſh'd in theChurch, were of that 
Opinion; ſeeing Pope Vigilius, by aBull, 
or ſo lemnConſtitution, declar'd all to be 
Hereticks, and Excommunicated, who 
ſhou'd ſay, or belicve there were An- 
tipodes. Several ſovereign Pontiffs, 
after him, exhibited on the ſame Sub- 
ject, Bulls of the like Tenour, tul 
very near the Beg inning of the ffteenth 


c 2 Ten- 
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i Century, when the Diſcovery of a 
new World, and the Certainty that 
evinced It,  fle Henced all . Ana- 
themas. 


be deceiv'd by too literal an Interpre- 

zation of ſome 7 Terms in the Holy Scrip- 
zures, and in T hings. not above the 

Reach of human Capacity, They might 
well, in the ſame Manner, not right- 
f ly comprehend the true Senſe of Texts 
| from whence They inferr d the Dam- 
nation of the greateſt Part of Mankind; 
j the Judgments of God, in that reſpeF?, 
| being, as St. Paul ou incomprehen- 
| ſible: for who, adds that Apoſtle, bs” 
| hath known the mind of the Lord? 
Or who hath been his Counſellor? | 
| Rom. xi. 34. 


. 
ö 
j F | 17 » many Pious Perſonages could 


4 If One ou d Daly refed on what. 
| precedes thoſe Mord, in the ſame 
( Chapter 


PREFACE. it: 
Chopter of that Epiftle of St Paul, 
there wou d be artery ſeen as . 
e ee rhe great N 19 8 


Pr» ot + » 


| / 55 Extent of the —— of God. 


"Ther? 5. in the Holy Scripture, 2 
Multitude of Paſſages that are Para- 
logi/ms, and ſeeming Contradittions, 
which ought not to be taken literally, 1 
but want Explanation ; and ſuch cer- 
tainly are thoſe Places that may be pre- 
tended to oppoſe this preſent. S Menn. 
Beſides, the :%uthor does not t. 7 Aiport. 
him to make It a Rule of Faith. 
The Readers are left to their own ꝓudg- 
ments, whether this Hypotheſis of the 
Salvation of All Men be as rational, 
and as well grounded, as That of the 
Damnation of the greareſf Part of © 
Them. At leaſt, It is more conforma. 
ble to the Idea we have of the infinite 
Goodneſs of a God infinitely merciful. 
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e eſus Chriſt, 


Corruption of Sin. 


ADAM 


Adam, by his Sin, has 


been to all Men the Source 
of all Evil. Wh 


In lim all Men 


have ſinn'd, except one; 
He who has not ſinn'd in 
Adam, is Jeſus Chriſt. 


" Adam, the Tranſgreſ- 
ſor, has ſubjected all Men 
to two Sorts of Death, 
one real; the other myſ⸗ 


tical. 
All Men are dead in 


Adam, of a myſtical, or 


imputed Death. Tliat is 
to ſay, without their per- 
ſonally conſenting to the 
Sin that loſt Them; be- 
cauſe they are reputed 
to have conſented to It in 
the Will of Adam, as the 
Progenitor of all Human 
Nature; and who lias in- 
volv'd It in his Condem- 
nation. 


The Subſtance of This whole Treatiſe. 
By which w03 1 be ſeen the Conſtant Oppoſition 
the Mediator, who bas 


reconcild Men to ” and Adam the 7. Tranſ⸗ 
greſſor, who has plung'd all vis — y in the 


Jesus CHRIST 
Jeſus Chriſt, by our 
Redemption, is to all 
Men the Source of all 
Good. 
In Feſus Chriſt, all 
Men have been juſtified 
except One. He who has 
not been juſtified in Jeſus 
Chriſt, is Antichriſt, 
Jeſus Cbriſt, the Re- 
deemer, has brought to 
all Men two Sorts of Life; 
One by the Grace of Re- 
demption; and the other, 
by Grace Superabundant. 
All Men are made 
alive in Jeſus Chri/z, of a 
Lite myſtical, or imputed. 
That is to ſay, without 
the Neceſſity of their per- 
ſonally conſenting to the 
Grace of their Redemption; 
becauſe they are reputed 
to have accepted It in the 
Will of Je/us Cbri be- 
come Surety for all Man- 
kind, and who has ſatiſ- 

fy'd for All. | 
T bis 
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This is That which Sr. Paul ſhall 
prove to us inthe following Part of 
this Work. It is deſir d of the Ren- 
ders, that They will ſuſpend "their 
Fudgments till They have entirely read 
I: to the End; becauſe, what They 
may find too weakly ſupported by proofs 
in one Place, hey will ſee rengtben d 
in Another. They are likewiſe defired 
to obſerve that they will find no ſcrupu- 
lous Adherence to the Wiceties of Ex- 
preſſion; but to the Exan:ination of the - 
Truth, with Candour, and Probity. 


So, for Example, when it is ſaid 
that All Men, except One, have finn d 
“ in Adam, it is not meant to tale 
' from the Holy Virgin the Prerogative 
of her immaculate "Conception; but 
that ſhe had a neceſſity to partake of 
the Redemption, in Virtue of which 
ſhe was freed from Original Sin. 
N. e this SORT is only for found 
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Minds; far ſucb as are not entirely 3 
devoted tothe Spirit of Cavil, prompt + 
to contradict, on all Occaſions, and to 
gain: ſay in Things of the ſmall Con- 
Seed d | | 


” 


8 Pa be reme 128 4 40% 2 the 
| 8 of this Mord is not a fingular 
Opinion, or Chance-Conjefture with- 

aut Foundation; but a new. Syſtem, 

 avhich wants not It's Suitableneſs : 2 

tbatto Judge of the Solidity of the Proofs 

adduced to ſufport It, every one muſt 
conſult his Reaſon, rather than the 

Prejudices imbibd in the Schools. 

In Effect, the ſureſ} Way to Judge 

igötiy of every Work that ought to be 

examin d on the Principles of Faith, 
and the-Light of Reaſon, is, to begin 
by laying afide all Prepoſſeſſions which 
may have been adopted; even Thoſe © 
which, ſo to ſpeak, have been ſuck'd 
in with our Mother's Mill. | 
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Are there Few who be Saved? Luke xiii. 2 3. | 


HE Miracles which God had wrought . 
in Favour of the People of the Jews, 
and the Promiſes he had made to their 
Patriarchs to ſend them a Redeemer, 
who ſhould deliver them from the 
Bondage of Sin, gave to all the Jews 

a great Confidence of their Salvation; and made 
them look on all the other Nations of the Earth as 
abandon'd to certain Reprobation. What the Pro- 
phets had written concerning the Calling of the Gen- 

tiles, did not diſpoſſeſs them of the Preſumption 
that thoſe of the Race of Abrabam ſhould, at leaſt, 
have a degree of Preference greatly exalted above 

other Nations; and there is Reaſon to think That 
| > to 


4 HEAVEN OPEN 


to be one of the principal Cauſes why they co 
not reliſh the Diſcourſes of Jeſus Chriſt who, in 
all his Parables on the Kingdom of God, gave no 
Pre- eminence to the Jews above others. The Com- 
pariſons he made of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
ſometimes to a Net caſt into the Sea which gather d 


of every leind; ſometimes to a litle Leaven which 
tempers the whole Maſs ; and other ſuch Simili- 


tudes, made it enough underſtood by the more 
intelligent among them, that he figur'd under thoſe 
Parables al} the Extent of the Effects of the Re- 
demption of Mankind: But that Idea was too 
much oppoſed to their Prejudices; it was, accord- 

ing to them, a Paradox that tended to pervert 


the People, and overturn the Law. 


At the time when Jeſus Chriſt taught thoſe Max- 
ims, one of thoſe, who were preſent, put this 
Queſtion to him, Lord, are there few who be Fav d? 
Whether that Queſtion was merely inſtigated by 
Curioſity, and had no other Motive than to induce 
our Saviour to explain himſelf more preciſely on 
that Head ; or whether it proceeded from the Sur- 
prize of him who propoſed it, to hear Doctrines 
contrary to Prepoſſeſſions ſpread through the whole 


Nation, Jeſus Chriſt deſign'd not to anſwer him; 


but, addreſſing himſelf to thoſe who heard him, 
he inſtructed them in the Neceſſity of ſtriving to 
enter in at the ſtrait Gate; of Uprightneſs of Heart; 
and of the Practice of Virtue ; z if they would attain 
to the fame Happineſs the Patriarchs, and Pro- 
phets, had merited by their Faith and Confidence 
in the. Promiſes of God. He declar'd to them, at 
the ſame time, that thoſe who did not enter at the 
ſtrait Gate, would pretend in vain to that Happi- 
neſs; and "he moreover adds, that, from all Parts 
of the Earth, Men ſhould come, and fit. in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. And they ſhall come from 
the Eaſt, and from the Weſt, and from the * 
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and from the South, and ſhall fit in the Hau of 
God. 

And to make the Jews apa that he ſpoke 
not of their Nation only, many of whom were then 
diſpers'd, and ſettled in divers Countries, he further 
adds, that thoſe who have come the firſt to the - 
Knowledge of God ſhall have no Preference to thoſe 
who ſhall come the laſt, And, behold ! \there are 
Laſt which ſbal be Firſt ; and there are Firſt which. 

Hall be Lat. Likewile, to leave them no room to 

imagine, that the Time when all thoſe People, from 

different Countries, ſhould be admitted into the 

Kingdom of God, was then far off, or that it 

ſhould not happen before they were converted, and 

brought to the Knowledge of God, Jeſus Chriſt 

expreſſes himſelf, on that Occaſion, in Terms of 

the greateſt Energy, to- mark that the Time of their _ © 
Salvation was not to be long deferr'd. Behold ! 
there are, &c. The Force of the Word, Bebold ! 
certainly ſpecifies a Time preſent, or that ſoon 
ſhould come to pals. 

May it not be permitted to offer, here, an Ob- 
previ to Chriſtians, that, while chey reſtrain yet 
more than the Jews, the Opinion concerning the few 
who ſhall be ſav'd, they do not enough reflect on 
the moſt exalted Maxims of the Doctrine of Jeſus 
Chrift, and his Apoſtles? They ſcarce give any 
Attention to thoſe which ſhew that our divine Saviour 
came to redeem all Men; that he died for all in 
general, and for every one in particular; but when 
they find, in Scripture, any Paſſages, which, in the 
Senſe they give them, ſeem to authorize their Pre- 
qudices relating to the ſmall Number to be ſav'd, 
they zealouſly ſeize the Occaſion, to infer from 
it the Damnation of almoſt all Human Nature. 
The frightful Picture of the rigorous Juſtice of a 
vengeful God, allwiſe ready to precipitate into 
Hell Men created to enjoy Heaven, would ſeem 
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to be thought a more fertile Subject for thoſe whoſe 
Profeſſion it is to teach others, to diſplay their 
Eloquence on, than the amiable Portraiture. of the 


infinite Goodneſs of a mercifat God, and of the 
infinite Merits of the Sufferings which the Saviour 


of Men OE, to deliver them all from Dam- 


nation, 

It is certain that, of all the People i in the Uni- 
verſe, there are none who conſign fo many to Dam- 
nation as thoſe do who profeſs Chriſtianity. The 
Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, the Redeemer of Man- 
kind, ought in the mean time to lead them to draw 
Conſequences, from it, altogether contrary to ſuch 
as reduce the infinite Price of the Blood of a God 
ſhed for all Men, for the Redemption of fo ſmall 
a Number as they would believe are ſav'd; for, 
obſerve in what manner a Chriſtian reaſons, to infer” 
his Concluſions upon the Queſtion before us, Are 
there few who be Sad d? 

I. To be ſav'd, ſays he, one muſt be inſtructed 
in, and believe the chief Articles of Religion: 

But, without Faith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; 

for be that cometh to God, muſt believe that be is; 
and that be is a Rewarder of thoſe that diligently 
ſeek him. This is. the Language of St. Paul writing 
to the Hebrews. St. James adds, that That Faith is 
dead, and unprofitable, if not accompanied. with good 
Mord.. 

II. To be ſav'd, one muſt keep the Command- 
ments. But, if you would enter into Life, keep the 
Commandments. So ſays Jeſus Chriſt himſelf in 
St. Matthew. 

III. To be ſav'd, one muſt love God, with a 
Love of Appretiation, above all Things; and his 
Neighbour as himſelf. Love the Lord, and thy 
Neighbour as thvſelf. 

From theſe three Principles a Chriſtian cache 


the Damnation of almoſt all Mankind: For, ſays 
he, 


* 
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e, let us make uſe of the common Diviſion of the 
hole Earth into thirty Parts; whereof nineteen are 


inhabited by Pagans, * Savages, and other Infidels; 
ſix by Mahometans; and five by Chriſtians. | -- 


Now, continues he, let us, by a Rule of Algebra, 
contract theſe Ideas, as too extended, and reduce 
them to thirty Perſons; behold, twenty-five of them 
loſt to Heaven; among the -five Chriſtians, let us 
imagine one of them an Heretick, and one a Schil- - 
matick ; there remain only three who profeſs true 
Religion. „ *,:A 
But, of thoſe three, there may very well be ſup- 
pos'd, at Eaſt, one, who loves not God with all 
his Heart, with all his Soul, and with all his 
Strength, as he is bound to do; and another, who 
keeps not the Commandments: See, therefore, of 
thirty Perſons, twenty - nine Reprobates; and but 
one remaining; that is to ſay, one thirtieth Part 
of the Univerſe. If one was to look narrowly 
into the State of that thirtieth, we might find Oc- 


caſion for large Abatements; for, if we would par- 


ticularly examine all the Diſpoſitions, all the Con- 
ditions, and the different Occupations of Men, we 
ſhould ſee whether it were very eaſy to find Chri- 
ſtians who exactly performed all their Duties, 
who follow'd all the Precepts of the -Goſpel, and 
who liv'd up to its Rules. 8 
Such are the Arguings of Chriſtians. Have we 
not therefore Reaſon to ſay, that they damn more 
than all the other Sects together ? — Obſerve, that 
I do not ſay that it is the Chriſtian Religion that 


damns ſo many; but that, according to the Reaſo- 
nings of Chriſtians, there is not the thirtieth Part of 


Mankind ſav'd. | 
This Conſideration, a little attended to, greatly 
embarraſſes thoſe among them who appear to enter- 
tain juſter Notions of the Goodneſs, and of the 
Mercy of God. The Mind cannot reliſh that a 
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God ſo good has created thirty Perſons, to damn, - 
at leaſt, ewenty-nine of them; and that, notwith- - - 


ſtanding the ſincere Deſire. he had to create them all 
for Heaven, and not wanting the Means to fave 


them, he made uſe of thoſe the moſt dangerous, 


and the moſt doubtful; which was That of permitting 


them to act according to their own free Wills; or, 
in Truth, to implant in them a much ſtronger 


Propenſity to Evil, than to Good; and, withal, 


with a perfect Knowledge of the Cauſe; abſolutely 


foreknowing the ill Uſe they would make of it. 
To ſay, that indeed the Will of God in creating 
Men, was to create them for Heaven; but that, 
at the inſtant of the Tranſgreſſion of their firſt Fa- 
ther, rendering themſelves unworthy of it, God, 
to ſave them from the Abyſs of Perdition, ſent 
them a Deliverer, who was to redeem them all, 
and to open Heaven again to them; but their Cor- 
ruption chang'd that good Intention of God into 
Indignation fo that his vindictive Juſtice taking 


Place of his Mercy, he damns eternally the greateſt 


Part of Mankind, and pardons only the ſmall 
Number of the Elect, whom he is pleaſed to de- 
ſtine to Glory, in making them Partakers of the 
Grace which their Saviour has merited for them. 
This is to labour to confound one's ſelf about the 
Immutability of God. It is to endeavour to cover, 
by Arguments altogether human, and ſpecious, the 


Blaſphemy of attributing to God an Inconſtancy in 


his Will, that his infinite Wiſdom is not capable of, 
as we ſhall ſhew in the Sequel. It is therefore, that 
the uſual Anſwer to this Reply has hitherto 
been by a Recourſe to thoſe Words of St. Paul, 
O the Depth of the Riches of the Wiſdom of G,‘ 

But That, inſtead of clearing up the Difficulty, 


only more perplexes it; and diffuſes over the Con- 


duct of God an Air of Cruelty that is no way ſui- 
table to him, he being infinitely good, and his 
Mercy 
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Mercy ſurpaſſing all his other Works. His Mercies 
are over all his Works.” e | 

Let us cut aſunder then the Gordian Knot Men 
have been ſo long endeavouring to untie. Let us 
ſhew that God, without intereſting his Juſtice, has 
ever for Mankind the ſame infinite Goodneſs, and 
the ſame infinite Mercy; and that he wills the Sal- 
vation of All: That is what we are going to 
eſtabliſh, by bringing the Proofs of the Concluſion 
we ſet at the Head of the Article which follows. 


ARTICLE II. 
All Men ſhall be ſav' d, except Antichrift.. 
Again, there is a Myſtery in the Term An- 
tichriſt. : | 
Concluſion full of Conſolation for all Men! 
a Source of infinite Joy for all Mankind! 
and the moſt powerful Motive that can be given to 
Men, to love God ſincerely. 

Our Buſineſs is to prove it ſolidly: And ſince 
we do not know that it has hitherto been confirm'd 
by any, one, (for it is not at all the Propoſition of 
Origene) it muſt be, ſupported with Proofs more 
ancient than Tradition; all Antiquity, having reſted 
on thoſe Words of St. Paul, O the ' Depth, &c. 
But let us, in the firſt Place, premiſe a Point of 
Faith, that all Men, without . excepting any other 
than Jeſus Chriſt, have ſinned in Adam; and that 
That Sin alone ſufficed to eſtrange them for ever 
from eternal Life. Adam, as the Progenitor of all 
Men, in regard to moral Evil, acted on the Behalf 
of all his Poſterity z ſo they became all -culpable, 

and Enemies to God, by his Tranſgreſſion. V 


were |. 
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were, by Nature, Children of Wrath, even as others, 


_ fays St. Paul. 


Let us ſuppoſe, adly, that God, mor- d, not by the 
Miſery of Men, as is commonly alledg'd, but by 
the Deſire of Glory, the ſole Object worthy of his 
Actions, has, from his Goodneſs and © gratuitous 
Mercy, ſent to Men a Redeemer, the Antitype of 
Adam, and who has Power for Good, with reſpect 
to Men, as Adam had Power for Evil ; ſo that as 
Adam is the Father of Sinners, Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Father of the Juſt. Adam was for all Men the 
Source of Evil, Jeſus Chriſt is for all Men the Source 
of Good. Theſe two then muſt be look d on as the 
general Syndicks of all human Nature. In the mean 
time, let us prove our Concluſion by the holy Scrip- 
ture. In St. Matthew Jeſus Chriſt ſays, The Son of 
Man came to ſave that which was loſt : But all Men 
were loſt by the Sin of Adam; therefore, Jefus Chriſt 
came to fave all Men.“ The firſt Propolition i is that 
of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. The Son of Man came 10 
fave that which was loſt. The ſecond, is that of 
St. Paul, We. were, by Nature, the Children of 
Frath, Eph. ii. 3. Thoſe two Propofitions then 
are inconteſtable; the Conſequence muſt likewiſe be 
certain; for it muſt be obſerved that Jeſus Chriſt 
does not ſay, that he came to offer to Men the 
Means to ſave themſelves, but that he came to 
fave them. A faithful Saying, ſays St. Paul, and 
worthy of all Acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the World to ſave Sinners. Therefore he came 
to fave all Men. Be here the ſame Remark I made 
above. | ; 

It is ſaid in St. Fohn xi. 50. I is expedient 
for us that one Man ſhould die for the People. Tho” 
this was ſaid by one who-was an Enemy of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Evangeliſt makes us obſerve, that it 

was not from his own mere Motion that he — 
ut 
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but as divinely inſpired by the Spirit of Prophecy; 
that it was expedient [Jeſus Chriſt ſhould die. for: 
the People, not only for choſe of. the Jewiſh Nation, 
but that he might re-unite the Children of God, 
who were diſpers d. Aud this be /poke not of himſelf, 
but propheſied, tbat Jeſus ſhould die for that Nation; 
and not for that Nation only, but that alfo be ſhould. 
gather in one, the Children of God that were ſcalter d 
abroad. The laſt Words note very clearly to us, 
that they ought to be underſtood, and taken, pro 
fingulis hominibus qmnium Cenerum; tor every Indi- 
vidual of Human Nature, and for all Men ſcatter'd 
throughout the whole Earth. Likewiſe St. Paul © 
ſays expreſly, that Jeſus Chriſt was given for us 
all. He gave him for uz all. So that it might be 
ſaid, that Jeſus Chriſt died for every Individual as 
if he had dy'd for that Individual only. Now, 
who will ſay, That, if Jeſus Chriſt had come upon 
Earth for only one parti ular Perſon, and had died 
for him, that Perſon would not have been ſav'd? 
Can it be doubted, that Jeſus Chriſt, having taken 
on himſelt all the Sins of that Perſon, and having 
ſubmitred to ſatisfy the Juſtice of God for him, by 
all the Pains and Sufferings he endur'd ; can it be 
doubted, I ſay, that That particular Perſon had 
repented in Jcſus Chriſt, had faſted, and ſuffer'd . 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and in him had been nail'd co, and 
died on the Croſs? But there is not a ſingle Man, 
of whom that may not be ſaid. _. _.. + 

Therefore, St. Paul, in his Epiſtle t the Romance, 


after having ſhew'd them the Benefits we have receiv dd 


from our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, thus con- 
cludes his Reaſonings: There is therefore now no Con- 
demnation to them which are in Chrijt Jeſus, who 
walk not after the Fleſh. Not to walk after the 
Fleſh, and to be in Jeſus Chriſt, is the ſame thing z 
that is to ſay, while Men are in Jeſus Chriſt they 
walk not after the Fleſh ; becauſe, in walking after 
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the Fleſh, they are in Adam. Hence it is ſeen, 
that the Body may die by the Sin of Adam, and 
the Spirit live by Grace in Jeſus Chriſt; as St. Paul 
expreſſes it in the ſame Chapter, And if Chriſt be 
in you, the Body is dead, becauſe of Sin; but the Spirit 
is Life becauſe of Righteouſneſs. Obſerve, by the way, 
theſe Words; that the Death of the Body does not 
neceſſarily imply the Death of the Spirit. | 
Let it not be imagin'd, that the Force of theſe 
Proots is eluded, by ſaying that Jeſus Chriſt came, 
was given, and died for All, as to the Sufficiency 
of the Redemption; but not, as to the Efficacy, 
and the Application of it: For we need only read, 
with Attention, what St. Paul ſays in the _5th Chap- 
ter of his Epiſtle to the Romanus, from Verſe 6th to 
the End of that Chapter, where he points out to us, 
chat all Human Nature had really, and in Fact, 
been corrupted, and render'd culpable in Adam; 
therefore, really, and in Fact, was ſanctified in 
Jeſus Chriſt. The Sin of Adam had been a real 
Source of Death to all Men, without excepting 
one; a Source, from , whence iſſu'd a Venom, 
whereof the Effect was to render all Men guilty, 
The Redemption of Jeſus Chriſt became, therefore, 
a real. Source of Life to all Men, without excepting 
any one; and that Life is to have its Effect, be- 
cauſe it is truly a Juſtification to obtain Life eternal. 
Not one Man has eſcap'd the Corruption of the Sin 
of Adam; therefore, likewiſe, not one Man is de- 
priv'd of Juſtification in Jeſus Chriſt. As Jeſus 
Chriſt came to deface the Evil which Adam had 
wrought by his Sin, he has done it in ſo perfect a 
manner, ſays the Apoſtle, that we reap greater 
+ Adſvantages in that Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, than 
thoſe we had loſt by Sin; and, conſequently, we 
ought no more to fear Condemnation, the chief 
Conſequence of the Sin of Adam; fince it has been 
fully repair'd, and our Benefit greater than it was 
before 
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before that Sin. Now, if Alam had not ſinned, no 
Man would have been damn'd, ſing the Prohi- 


bition to eat of the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge 


of Good and Evil regarded none, in Perſon, but 
Adam Therefore, by the Grace of Redemption, 
all Men are ſav'd, and to enjoy greater Happineſs 


than they would have done if Adam had not ſinned. 


at all. Nel 
Adam has done to his Poſterity all the Evil he 


could, in ſubjecting them to Sin, and to all its 


Conſequences; God has done to Men more Good 


than they could hope for, in giving them Jeſus 


Chriſt to deſtroy Sin: Where Sin abounded, Grace 
did nuch more abound, That is what St. Paul ſets 
himſelf to prove, by the, continual” Oppoſition he 
places between Sin, and the Redemption by Chriſt. 
Let us here tranſcribe his Words, deduce Conſe- 
quences from them, and ſubjoin ſome Remarks. 


1 EIT 


ARTICLE III. 
An Application of the 5th Chapter of the Epiſtle 


of St. Paul fo the Romans, to the preſent. 


Hypothefis. 
Ver. 6. FE O R when we were yet without Strength, 


in due Time Chriſt died for the Ungodly. 


7. For ſcarcely for a righteous Man will one die ; 


get, peradventure, for a good Man ſome would even 
dare to die. 


8. But God commendeth his Love towards us, in 
that, while we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us. 
9. Much more then being now juſtified by his 


Blood, wwe ſhall be ſav'd from Wrath throuzh 


* 


him. 
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10. For, if when we were Enemies, we were re- 
concil'd to God by the Death of his Son; much more, 
being reconcil'd, we ſball be ſav'd by bis Life. 


But it will be ſaid, How is this Reconciliation 
to be apply*d? I anſwer, It is apply'd in the ſame 
manner that the Sin of Adam was apply'd. It was 
not required of Men to conſent perſonally. to Sin, 
to feel perſonally the Effects of it; they feel them- 
ſelves; againſt their Wills, involved in that Corrup- 
tion, by the Imputation of it to all Mankind. Thus 
It 1s, that all Men have found themſelves Sinners, 
their Liberty not having any way co-operated with 
It, They accepted not of Sin but in the Will of 
Adam, as their Progenitor; and on that Account 
only they were declar'd criminal. 

Why ſhou'd it have been neceſſary for them to 
act for themſelves in order to be juſtify'd in Jeſus 
Chriſt, any more than it was in the Cafe of the Sin 
of Adam, and of their being included in it? Why 
ſhould not the Redemption be apply'd ro them 
even without their ſo much as thinking of it? Is 
it that Jeſus Chriſt has not as much Power to ſave 
all Men without Exception, as Adam had to damn 
them all in general? If Adam had not ſinned, all 
Men would have been ſav'd; they would not have 
ſound themſelves involv'd in the Sentence of the 
Condemnation of Adam's Sin. Now, by the Re- 
conciliation which Jeſus Chriſt has wrought berween 
Men and his Father, were they not re-inſtared in 
the Condition they were in before the Sin of Adam? 
The Sin of Adam, and all its Conſequences, are 
then to be look d on as if they had never happen'd; 
and that ſo much the more, as our Condition is 


now, according to the Expreſſion of the Apo- 


ſtle, much better than it was before the Sin 


of Alam For St. Paul adds to what he had juſt 


ſaid, 
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faid, that, much more, being reconci?d, we v joel be 
ſav. 1 


Ver. 11. Aud not only ſo, but we alſo joy ih God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have 
now received the Atonement. © 

12. Wherefore, as by one Man Sin enter d into 
the World, and Death by Sin; and ſo Death paſs'd 
upon all Men, for that all Men have ſinned. 

13. For until the Law Sin was in the World: 
But Sin is not imputed when there is no Law. 
14. Nevertheleſs Death reign'd from Adam 79 
Moſes, even over them that had not ſinned after 
the Similitude of Adam's T1 ranſereſſion, who is the 

Figure of him who was 10 come. | 


By theſe Words of St. Pal, we ſee, iſt, ns our 
Advantages are greater, ſince the Redemption, than 
they were before the Sin of Adam; for, before that 
Sin, we had not a God for our Brother ; we were 
not the adopted Children of the Almighty. Now 
we alſo joy in God. 

We ſee, 2dly, that the Application of the Re- 
demption is in the ſame manner as is the Appli- 
cation of the Sin of Adam; for, ſays the Apoſtle, 
it is of the Redemption, as of Sin, which enter'd 
into tne World by one Man, and Death by Sin, 
and ſo paſſed upon all Men, as they have been all 
indiſcriminately juſtify'd by the Grace of Redemp- 
tion; and as Death has made itſelf felt ſince Adam 
unto Moſes, even by them who had not ſinned as 
Adam did, but only becauſe their Will was in- 
cluded in the Will of Adam, ſo the Grace of the 
Redemption diffuſes Itſelf in a real manner not 
only to thoſe whoſe Will is conformable, to that 
of Jeſus Chriſt as the Father of Men for Juſtifica- 
tion; but alſo to all Men who have wickedly treſ- 


paſs'd, like Adam, by actual Sin: And it is in That, 
that 
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that the Application of the Redemption prevails 
over the Imputation of Sin; for the Redemption 
effaces not only the Sin which we derive from 
Adam, but likewiſe all the Conſequences ' of that 
Sin, which are innumerable. It is That, which 
makes St. Paul ſuperadd, een e 


Ver. 15. But, not as the Offence, ſo alſd is the free 
Gift. For, if through the Offence of one, many be 
dead; much more the Grace of God, and the Gift 
by Grace, which is by one Man, Jeſus Chriſt, hath 
abounded unto many. E-3 | | 
16, And not as it was by one that finned, ſo is the © 
Gift : For the Judgment was by one to Condemnation ,, 
but the free Gift is of many Offences unto Fuſtiſica- 


>, 
17. For if, by one Man's Offence, Death reign'd 
by one; much more they which receive abundance 
F Grace, and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs, ſhall 
reign in Life by one, Jeſus Chriſt. 
18. Therefore as, by the Offence of one, Judgment 
came upon all Men to Condemnation, even ſo; by the 
Righteouſneſs of one, the free Gift came upon all 
Men 10 Tuſtification of Life. 5 

19. For as by one Man's Diſobedience many were 
made Sinners; ſo by the Obedience of one ſhall many 
be made Righteous. 


What could we wiſh for plainer than theſe Words 
of St. Paul? If that Apoſtle were now upon Earth, 
and would vindicate the Concluſion I undertake to 
prove, could he make uſe of Terms more full, 
than thoſe I have tranſcrib'd from his Epiſtle? And 
are we not inexcuſable for not having, before now 
rightly conceiv'd all the Force of them, ſince he 
expreſſes himſelf ſo clearly? 

It is to be obſervꝰd that, in the 1 5th and 19thVerſes 
of this Epiſtle, the Word Many ſignifies All, as 


St, 
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St. Paul has explain 'd himſelf in Vetſe 18. It is 
therefore, as if he had ſaid, All are made Sinner: 
in Adam 3 All are made Righteous in Jeſus 21105 
It muſt be further noted, that, with relpe& to 

laſt Propoſition, it cannot be underſtood Je Generi- 
bus fingulorum z bat de fingulis omnium Generum; 
that is to ſay, of every Individual of Human 
Nature, | . 1 ' 4 4 
If, aſter what we have reported out of this Epi- 
ſtle of St. Paul, Some, wedded to their PrepolſeMong, 
will be obſtinately reſoly'd, notwithſtanding che 
Weight of theſe Proofs, to maintain, That it ſuffices 
that the Redemption and Juſtification are offer d 
to all Men, and that God has given them the Means 
to profit by it, if they will, without it's geceſſarily 
following that they all ſhould reap the real Effects 
of it, which is eternal Life, let them conſider, that 
he ſays poſitively, r | 


| Ver. 20. Moreover, the Law enter d, that the 
Offence might abound : But where Sin abounded, 
Grace did much more abound : 2 2 

21. That as Sin hath reagn'd unto Death, even fo 
might Grace reign through Righteouſneſs unto eteraal 
Life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 2 


Obſerve, that here the Word Grace ſignifies 
Redemption; for it is that which St. Pay] treats 
in this Chapter, by oppoſing it allwiſe to the Sin 
of Adam, and by ſhewing it to be the Means of 
delivering Man from the Bondage of Sin to place 
him in eternal Life. It is That he would likewiſe 
have us underſtand, in the 15th Chapter of his it - 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, ver. 22, where he il 
oppoſes Jeſus Chriſt ro Adam, and ſays, For as is 


Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made 


alive. Not one has eſcap'd Death; not one ſhall. 
be depriv'd of Life in Glory. 
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Is it neceſſary to add yet to this, That which 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ſays in St. Luke ? That be came 
wot 10 defiroy; but to ſave : and, in St, Matthew, 
he ſays, even ſo it is not the Will of your Father, 
who is in Heaven, that one of theſe little ones ſhould 
periſh. He lays moreover, in St. Fobn, that be is not 
come to condemn the World, but to ſave the World. 
Could he bave ſaid That in fuch general Terms, if 
there had been ſcarcely the Thirtieth Part of Man- 


kind to be ſav'd? And would St. Paul have had 


Reaſon to ſay, that where Sin abounded, Grace did 
much more abound? Would it not have been Sin 
that would have ſuperabounded and have ſtifled that 
Grace in the greateſt Part of Human Nature? 

But all theſe Expreſſions become natural, when 
they are taken on the Foot of this Hypotheſis. It 


is eaſily comprehended how God ſhould fay to his 


People by 1/aiah, Speak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem, 
and cry unto her, that ber Warfare is accompliſb' d, 


that ber [niquity is pardon d; for ſhe hath received 


of the Lord's Hands double of all ber Sins. In Effect, 
the Grievouſneſs of the Sins of Feruſalem, that is 
to ſay, of Mankind, did not hinder God to pardon 


her, and to heap Favours upon her, tho* ſhe was 
full of Enormities; but it was becauſe ſhe was 


puniſh'd in Jeſus Chriſt, who has fatisfied a thouſand 


times more than enough, to expiate all the Sins poſ- 
' ſible, and to merit for her an eternal Beatitude. It 


is That which he afſur'd her of by the Prophet Zepba- 
niab, Behold, at the Time, ſays the Lord, I will © 
undo all that afflit ' thee, and I will ſave her that 


balteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I 


will get them Praiſe and Fame in every Land, where 
they bave been put to Shame. 


Fa 


ART. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


Right Reaſon teaches. us that God will ſave 
| * all Men in general 


F God does not ſave all Men without Exception, 

that cannot proceed but from theſe Reaſons; that 
he will not 3 or, that he cannot; or, that Men 
have render'd themſelves unworthy of it. This 
Analyfis appears to be compleat 3 and ic ſeems not 
poſſible to add one Member to it. 

To fay, that God will not fave all Men, is. to 
contravene 2 point of Faith; for St. Paul ſays in 
his 1ſt Epiſtle to Timothy, Chap, ii. after exhorting 

to pray for all Men, For this is good and acceptable 
in the fight of God our Sauiour, who will have all 

Men to le ſaved, and 10 come unto the Knowledge of 
the Trazh. This is in the 3d, and 4th Verſes. In 
the 6th he ſays (the Man Jeſus Chriſt) w] gave 
bimſelf.a Ranſom for all. God then certainly wills 
that all Men ſhould be 2 and Jeſus Chriſt has 
given himſelf for all, in general, and in parti- 
cular, who make up the Bulk of Mankind. 

Neither is it to be ſaid, that God cannot fave 
all Men in general. That were to doubt his Omni- 
potence, or to ſay he is ignorant, if being willing, 
as is evident by theſe Expreſſions of St. Paul, to 
ſave all Men, he is not able, or not capable to ufe 
the Means for that Ead. But as theſe would be ſo 
many Blaſphemies, it is not likely that any one 
dares fo much as to conceive a Thought of them. 
There remains then only the 3d Branch of the Pro- 
poſition, in which reſides all the Difficulty ; namely, 
that if God does not fave all Men without Excep- 
tion, it is, becauſe there are Men who render — 
ſelves unworthy of Salvation: On which ve muſt 
reaſon in this manner. 
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338 HEAVEN OPEN _ 
When God conſiders Men, in reference to Sal- 
vation, either he conſiders them in Adam; or, in 
themſelves; or, in Jeſus Chriſt. 

If he conſiders them in Adam, they are long - ago 
all loſt. They have received the Sentence of their 
Condemnation. In the Day thou eateſt thereof, thou 
falt die the Death. | | 

If God conſiders Men in themſelves, there is not 
one of them to whom we can ſay he allots a ſuper- 
natural End; not one, ſince Adam, who is not 
guilty, and unworthy of Salvation, We were by 
Nature Children of Wrath even as others, lays 
St. Paul. Man conſider'd in himſelf, is not capa- 
ble to do one Action worthy of Heaven. So that 
it is not in conſidering Men in themſelves, that 
God finds ſome worthy of Salvation, and others 
unworthy of that Happineſs. 

It muſt be therefore, in conſidering them in Jeſus 
Chriſt. Now, if God conſiders all Men in Jeſus 
Chriſt, there is not one of them who is not 
worthy of Salvation; not one, for whom Jeſus 
Chriſt was not willing to ſatisfy his Father; not 
one for whom he was not able to ſatisfy. If he 
wanted neither Power, nor Will, to do ſo, and ſo to 
reconcile all Men to his Father, be it not ſaid that 
he has not done it; unleſs a Reaſon be ſhewn why 
he has ſatisfied for ſome whom he has reconcil'd, ' 
and not for others. Jefus Chriſt, as he has faid him- 
ſelf, came not to the World for the uſt, but for 
Sinners. He came to reconcile to his Father all 
Sinners; and not a certain Number of them. It 
was to efface the Sins of all Mankind, that he 
freely took the Sins of them all upon himſelf. He 

has purified all Sinners from their Sins; purifying 
from Sin, ſays St. Paul. Every Sinner, therefore, 
muſt be ſenſible of, and be benefited by the Recon- 
ciliation he came to make; otherwiſe, it would 
be, that Jeſus Chriſt has not entirely anſwer'd the 

Views 
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Views of his Miſſion, ſince he would have accom- 


 pliſh'd but one part of that Reconciliation he came 


to make. 8 

We have ſeen already, that he compares the 
Grace of the Redemption to a Net caſt into the 
Sea, which gathers of every Kind; to a little 
Leaven which a Woman took and hid in a Maſs 
of three Meaſures of Meal, till the whole was 
leaven d. There is no kind of Fiſh that this Net 
does not gather. Gatber d of all Kinds. There is 
not a ſingle Particle of this Maſs that is not leaven'd. 
Till the whole is leauen d. Thoſe Compariſons very 
clearly expreſs the Effect of the Grace of the Re- 
demption, in extending itſelf to all the Maſs of 
Mankind ; and that there is not an Individual who 
is not benefited by it. What other Explication 
can be given of the Jeavening of the whole Maſs 
made up of the preciſe Number of three Meaſures of 
Meal, than that the whole Stock of Human Nature, 
being compounded as to what relates to the Buſi- 
neſs of the Redemption, of Infidels, Hereticks, 
and Orthodox, ſhall, notwithſtanding it's natural 
Coldneſs, be leaven'd by that Leaven? 

It is that which St. Paul would ſhew us, writing 
to the Epbeſians, Chap. ii, | 


Ver. 5: Even when we were dead in Sins, bath 
quicken'd us together with Chriſt ;, (by Grace ye are 
ſaved. | | 


fit together in heavenly Places, in Chriſt Feſus. 
7. That in the Ages to come he might ſhew the 
exceeding Riches of his Grace in bis Kindneſs towards 
us, through Chriſt Jeſus. - 
8. For by Grace are ye ſaved, through Faith; 
and that not of yourſelves : It is the gift of God. 
9. Not of Works, left any Man ſhould boaſt: 
| | D 2 10. For 


6. And bath raiſed us up together, and made us © | 
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10. For we are bis Mortmanſbip, ercated in Chrift 
Fefas unto good Works, which God bath before ordain'd 
aber We ſhould walk in them. 


St. Paul ſpeaks here of the Work * Laan 
as of a thing already begun. He lets us ee, that 


God conſiders all Men only in Jefus Chriſt, by whoſe 
Grace he has again vivify'd them all, and in whom 


he finds them worthy of Happineſs in Heaven; not 
becauſe of the Works he finds in them, Jeſt any 
Man ſhould magnify himſelf on his own Merit; 
but becauſe of the Favour he has for Jeſus Chriſt, 


in whom only he regards us; and imputes to us 


his good Works, ſeeing he has created us in him, 
The Apoſtle, at the ſame time, tells us, that this 
Grace of Convivification, or being made alive in 
Feſus Chrift, is a Gift of God. It is-1he Gift of 
God. He had ſaid to the Romans : The Gifts, and 


Ide Calling of God are without Repentance That is, 


that never repents of his Gifts: And fo the 
Gift of God allwiſe ſubſiſts as long as the Will 
God had to give, ſubſiſts; but, as he never repents, 


never revokes the Will he had to give, that Will 


muſt always ſubſiſt, and the Gift atſo. This is 
what ought to be underſtood of the abſolute Gifts 
which God beſtows from his own free Will, with- 
out any Conditions; ſuch as that of our Calling, and 
Redemption. 

Thoſe Gifts of God are call d by the Divines, 
Dona impenitabilia, & immutabilia, ita ut eorum 


nec debeat, nec poſſit eum penitere : Gifts immu- 


rable, of which God neither ought, nor will, nor 
can repent. T hus ſpeak they on thoſe W ords of 
St. Paul, upon which may be form'd this Reaſon- 

if 
It the Convivification of Peter in Jeſus Chriſt 
allwiſe ſubſiſts, Peter muſt be ſaved; but that Con- 
vivification 


* 


vivification allwiſe ſubſiſts; Therefore Peter mult - 
be ſaved. The firſt Propoſition is certain, ſince .. 
there can be no Reaſon to damn a Perſon made 
alive in Jeſus Chriſt, and living in Jeſus Chriſt: 
It then only remains to prove the 2d. ; 
That which is an abſolute Gift of God, and uncon- 
ditional, allwiſe ſubſiſts; but the Convivifieation of 
Peter in Jeſus Chriſt is a Gift of God, pure, abſolute, 
and unconditional z therefore the Convivification of 
Peter allwiſe ſubſiſts. The 1ſt Propoſition is certain; 
and it would be bad Reaſoning to ſay, that the 
Gifts of God are immutable on the part of God, 
but not on the part of him who receives them. 
That would viſibly be to play upon Words, and 
to attempt to find in God an Inconſtancy of which 
he is nor ſuſceptible. The Gifts 'of God proceed 
from his Will, and it is not in the Power of any 
Creature to alter them; none but God himſelf. 
can alter them: But God neither ought, nor will, 
nor can of Gifts abſolute, and unconditional, 
which it pleaſed him to beſtow ; and thoſe 
Gifts allwiſe ſubſiſt; becauſe God cannot ceaſe to 
will that which he has once wild : Therefore the 
Convivification of Peter in Jeſus Chriſt allwiſe ſub- 
ſiſts, it being a Gift of God proceeding from his 
pure Will, abfolutely, and unconditionally, | 
By this Reaſoning, the 2d Propoſition, and the 
Concluſion, are equally prov'd. That 2d Propo- 
ſition is taken from St, Paul, who ſays poſitively 
that the being made alive in Jefus Chriſt is a Gitt 
of God, and the Effect of his good Pleaſure : 
Therefore the Convivification of Peler, being an 
abſolute Gift of God, Peter mult be ſaved. The 
Conſequence is true, and can be apply'd to 
all Men individually, except Antichriſt who was 
not made alive in Jeſus Chriſt. Hic eff Sapientia ; 
here is Wiſdom,' Rev. xiii. 18, Andthis Myſtery 
we ſhall unveil in the Sequel. 
ART. 
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ARTICLE. v. 
The reſt of the Proofs from Reaſon. 


HE Goodneſs, and Mercy of God are infi- 

nite, - If we could ſuppoſe a Goodneſs, or 
Mercy, greater than God's, thoſe Attributes 

of God would not be infinite; for if we could ſup- 
ſe them greater in another, it would ſhew x 
Goodneſs, and Mercy of God to be finite, and 
circumſcrib'd within certain Bounds, - Thus the Idea 
we- have of infinite Goodneſs and infinite Mercy, 
will not let us imagine that there can be any 


greater. 


But if God pardons only a certain Number of 
Mankind, i . be eaſy to ſuppoſe a Goodneſs 
greater than his; for he who would pardon them all 
without Reſerve, would communicate that Goodneſs 
more, and ſhew that there is a Goodneſs greater 
than God's. If therefore, the Goodneſs of God 
be infinite, as it cannot be doubted but it is, that 
Idea of infinite Goodneſs ought neceſſarily to make 
us conclude that he pardons all Men, without ex- 


cepting one, 


Some, perhaps, will believe to elude the ark. 
of this Argument by retorting, with reference to 


Divine Juſtice, and by ſaying, that God is infi- 


nitely Juſt, and that his infinite Juſtice can pardon 


nothing; for otherwiſe we may ſuppoſe a Juſtice 


greater than his, that may be without any mixture 
of Mercy'; and ſo will conclude, that, as every 
Man is a Sinner, God, to fatisfy his infinite Juſtice, 
muſt damn all Men. That proves too much; and 
conſequently proves nothing. There is in it a 
Paralogi/m, or fallacious way of arguing. The 
Concluſion is wrongly deduc'd, for it is not included 
in the firſt Propoſitions, .'T hat the Concluſion n 


* 
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be regular, it would have been firſt neceſſary to 
have ſhewn, that nothing leſs than the Damnation 

of all Sinners can ſatisfy Divine Juſtice. That is what 
cannot be ſhewn, becauſe it is falſe, and even contrary 
to Faith. All that can be concluded from ſuch an Argu- 
mentation, would be this, Therefore the Divine 
c Juſtice, being infinite, can pardon nothing.“ But 
ſtill that Concluſion would be irregular: Nor does 
it contradict that which we have drawn from our firſt 

Argument, in theſe Terms, © Therefore the infinite 
« Goodneſs of God will pardon all ;” becauſe that 
general Pardon has ever for it's Motive the ſufficienc 
Satisfaction which Jeſus Chriſt has made to Divine 
Juſtice for all Men, So that our Reaſoning remains 
in it's full Force, 

All that could be objected to this Matter, would 
be the Difficulty to reconcile an infinite Good- 
_ neſs that pardons all, with a rigorous Juſtice that 
ſuffers no Crime to paſs unpuniſh'd. Let us ſhew 
then now the Reconciliation of the Exerciſe of the 
Goodneſs of God, with the Exerciſe of his Juſtice ; 
and how, without intereſting his Juſtice, his Good- 
neſs pardons all; and how he puniſhes all, without 
intereſting his Goodneſs: For it is certain, that 
thoſe two Attributes are equally infinite in God. 

Now, in order to that, it needs'only be made 
appear, that there is not one ſingle Sin of Mankind 
for which Jeſus Chriſt has not ſuffer'd, and which 
has not been puniſh'd in him; and that the Juſtice - 
of God has been fully ſatisfied by his Sufferings for 
all the Sins of the World, were they a thouſand 
times greater than they are, We cannot image to 
ourſelves a ſtricter Juſtice, than that which puniſhes _ 
all with the utmoſt Rigour, and is not ſatisfied but 
by a Satisfaction proportioned to the Atrocity of 
the Crimes; but the Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt have 
been of an infinite Merit, to ſatisfy more than 
enough for all Sins poſſible, Here ſee the infinite 
x No | Juſtice 
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Juſtice of God, who has not pardon'd ay of the 
Sins of Men, for which he has not had à propor- 
tionate Satisfaction, wich Reſpect to the Perſon 
offended z and more than ſufficient, with reſpect to 
the Enormity of the Crimes, and to the Number 
of them, however innumerable they may be. 
Let us fee next, how the Exerciſe of the infi- 
nite Goodneſs of God even ſurpaſſes that of his 
Juſtice, in virtue of che Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. A 
Debtor, in paying a Debt, acquires no Pretenſion, 
or Right, over the Subſtance of his Credicor, The 
Debtor only annuls the Right the Creditor had to 


ſue him for the Debt; but the Creditor, becauſe of 


the Payment made him, is not oblig'd, by any 


Point of Juſtice, to ſhew a further Bene volence to 


him who was his Debtor. Juſtice obliges him to 
nothing more, than to be ſatisfied with the Diſcharge 
of the Debt, and the Payment he has received. 
This is exactly the State in which the Satisfaction 
made by Jeſus Chriſt would have ſet Mankind, if 


the infinite Goodneſs of God had not intervened in 
the Work of the Redemption to give to all Men a 


Right to eternal Life, and of which they were be- 
come unworthy by the Sin of Adam; for God, by 


the Satisfaction of Jeſus Chriſt, would not have been 


oblig'd to any more than to ſecure them from 


eternal Damnation, to which his Juſtice had con- 
demn'd them. That Juſtice being ſatisfied, there 


remain'd no more occaſion to of Con- 
demnation z an exemption from Penalties had been 
granted, on account of the Satisfaction made; but 


that Juſtice of God had not given a Privilege for 


eternal Life: It is his Goodneſs that accords that 
Grace: But that that Grace ſhould appear to be 
the Effect of Goodneſs infinite, it muſt extend 
itſelf as far as it can; for if it reaches but to a 
certain Number, without diffuſing itſelf over all, 
it would be eaſy for us to conceive a Goodneſs 
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more communicative, ſeeing that which would give 
to all Men the Right to enter into Heaven, would 


be greater, than that which would give that 
Right but to a Part of them. Juſt ſo, that Juſtice 
which would only puniſh one Part, would be leſs 
than that which would puniſh all. It muſt there- 
fore be concluded, that the Idea of an infinite Good- 
neſs demands that the Goodneſs of God ſhould par- 
don all Men univerſally, without excepting one. 
Let us add to this, that the Reconciliation of 
Men to God was not the Means to ſatisfy his Juſtice ; 
but that it was Jeſus Chriſt's being the Mediator, 
and the Satisfaction made by him, which were the 
Means to reconcile God to them; likewiſe, the 
principal Object of the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, 
was that Reconciliation; yet came he not ſo much 
becauſe God had condemn'd them, as to reinſtate 
them in his Favour: For God, ſays St. John, ſent 
not his Son into the World, to judge. the Morid; 
but that by him the World might be ſavb d It is there- 
fore the World he came to ſave. Now, if but one 
Thirtieth Part of the World be ſaved, can it be ſaid 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the Saviour of the World? Might 
we not rather ſay with the Manicheans, that the 
Devil, or the Evil Principle, is the God of theWorld; 
ſince, of thirty Men, there will be twenty-nine at his 
Diſpoſal? In Effect, It is the Relicks of Manichea- - 
niſin to ſay that the Devil can ſo thoroughly ſub- 
vert the Deſigns of God; if it be granted that God, 
in creating Men, had a Deſign to create them for 
Heaven; that Jeſus Chriſt, in coming to reconcile 
Men to God, had a Deſign to ſave them all. Let 
us either ſay then, That they are all ſav'd, or that 
God has not found, or could not uſe, the Means to 
ſave them; or that he made Mankind with an Inten- 
tion that the greateſt Part of them ſhould be damn'd; 
fiace he faves only the Thirtieth Part, which is 
almoſt nothing in _— to the reſt, But as 
s ge. | theſe 
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theſe Opinions would be execrably blaſphemous, let 
us be of the Party with St. Paul: There. is there- 
fore now mo Condemnnation to them which are in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. viii. 1. All are therefore redeem'd 
from eternal Death; God, by his infinite Goodneſs, 
has pardon'd all Sinners; forgiving you all your Tranſ- 
greſſions. Jeſus Chriſt, by his Blood, has effaced 
the Sentence pronounced againſt us, and has nail'd 
it to his Croſs: Blotting out the Hand-Writing of 
Qrdinances that was againſt us, which was contrary 
10 us; and took it out of the Way, nailing it to 
his Croſs. All Men were compriſed in that Hand- 
Writing which he has blotted out; all therefore are 
redeemed from the Condemnation that It bore; 
and conſequently all are to be ſav'd. | 

It is in this Sentiment, that St, Paul, writing to 
Timothy, ſays theſe deciſive Words: Becauſe we 
truſt in the living God, the Saviour of all Men, 
ſpecially of thoſe that believe, Tim. iv. 10. The 
Apoſtle means not only, that Timothy ſhould be in- 
ſtructed in this Truth; he recommends to him, be- 
ſides, to teach it; for he immediately adds, Theſe 
Things command, and teach. This is what we pre- 
tend to teach in this Treatiſe; and we ſay after 
St. Paul, that God has reconcil'd the World to him- 
ſelf in Jeſus Chriſt, no more imputing to the new 
Man the Sins of the old Man: God is in Chriſt re- 
conciling the World to bimſelf, not imputing to them 
their Treſpaſſes. What can be clearer, and more 
deciſive in fayour of this Syſtem ? 

None can diſallow, that, when a Thing is faid 
indefinitely, It ought to be taken generally : As when 
ipeaking of the Reſurrection, we ſay in an Article 
of the Apoſtles Creed, I believe tbe Reſurrection of 
the Dead. That 1s to ſay, we believe that all Men, 
without excepting one, ſhall riſe again, And, no 
doubt, it ſhould be the ſame, when we ſay, I believe 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Life everlaſting. That 
| 18 
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is to ſay, that there ſhall be no Sin which ſhall not 
be forgiven z not one Soul which ſhall not have Life 


Everlaſting. Obſerve, that the Creed makes no 
mention of Death Everlaſting. = | 

St. Paul ſpeaking of the Reſurrection, in his 
1ſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, ſays theſe Words, Every 
Man in his own Order; Chriſt the firſt fruit, after- 
wards they that are Chriſt's, at his Coming. Where 
it would ſeem, as if it ought to be concluded that 
none other ſhall riſe but thoſe who are Chriſt's : But 
as we know, elſe-where, that all ſhall riſe again, it 
muſt be concluded likewiſe that all Men are Chriſt's, 
conſequently all ſav'd; excepting however Aniichriſt, 
who is not, and cannot be Chriſt's. Let us now 
ſee who this Antichriſt is; and how he can have no 
Part in the Salvation of Mankind redeem'd by 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


AR PTC ER VE 
Of Antichriſt. 


Ntichriſt, that Man of Sin, that Son of Perdi- 
tion, who exalteth himſelf above all that is 
call'd God; that Meſſenger of Satan, to de- 
ceive even the Saints, if it were poſſible, by his 
Deluſions; whom Jeſus Chriſt ſhall conſume with 
the Spirit of his Mouth z That Man, to whom it 
is given to make War with the Saints, and to over- 
come them; That Man, who received Power over 
all Kindreds, and Tongues, and Nations; and who 
was worſhip'd by the Earth, and all them that dwell 
therein; is no other, and can be no other, than the 
Old- man corrupted in Adam, and conſidered in a 
State of Abſtraction, that ſeparates him from the 
Redemption of Jeſus Chriſt, He only it is, to 
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whom appertain, and can only appertain, all thoſe 

Characteriſticks in the Holy Scriptures I have here 
put together. 5 | 

This Man of Sin is the Object of Execration 
of God; It is on him all the Maledictions contained 
in the Law are to fall; to him it is that the Pro- 
miſes of Life were not made. They were to the 
New- man created in Jeſus Chriſt. This Old · man 
is he who has the Spirit of the World, for whom 
Jeſus Chriſt did not pray, and who can have no 
Share in the Amity of God; whom St. Paul ſo often 
exhorts us to put off, and to alienate ourſelves from 
his Deeds, who corrupts himſelf in the Deſires to 
deceive, and to put on the New-man who is created 
after God in Righteouſneſs, and Sanctity of Truth. 
Zou have been taught. . . . that you put off concerning 
the former Converſation the Oid-man, which is cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful Luſts.. . . And that you 
put on the New-man which after God is created in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. This Old- man is that 
Antichriſt, whom Jeſus Chriſt has not reconciled to 
his Father. It is this Old- man, who is the real Devil, 
who goes about to deſtroy us; It is he who is the 
worker of Sin in us; and it is to heal us of the Corrup- 
tion we have fallen into by hjm, that Jeſus Chriſt 
has redeemed. us from all thoſe Laples, and has re- 
conciled us to his Father, no more imputing to us 
our Sins. Not imputing to them their Treſpaſſes. ' © 
For tho* this Antichriſt had received Power over 

all Kindreds, and Tongues, and Nations, and had 
been worlſhip'd by all that inhabit the Earth, St. Jobs 
nevertheleſs ſaw before the Throne. of the Lamb 
an innumerable multitude of Men of all Nations, 
People, Kindreds, and Tongues: Antichrift, who 
had ſeduced them to fall, had not, therefore, 
hinder'd the Effect of their Redemption, and of their 
being made alive in Jeſus Chriſt. It is then Anti- 
chriſt, that ſhall be eternally condemn'd for 3 
0 a 5 Ins 
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Sins of Men. It is he that, with Hell and Death, 
| ſhall be thrown into the Lake of Fire. Aud Death, 
and Hell, were caft into the Lake of Fire. 
This is the Unveiling the Myſtery of Antichrist, 
the Myſtery of Iniquicy that had taken Place even 
in the Days of St. Paul, as he ſaid, himſelf, in his 
Epiſtle to the Tbeſſalonians, For the Myſtery of 
Iniguity doth already work, 2d Epiſt. of Theſ. ii. 7. 
A Solution that ſerves for the Underſtanding an 
infinite Number of Places in the Holy Scripture, 
and that yields a wonderful Conſolation to a Chri- 
ſtian, gives him a Confidence that he may apply to 
himſelf all the Promiſes of Salvation God has made 
to his People; and that he may transfer on the 
Old-man, on that Man of Sin, on that Aarichriſt 
whom he now knows, all the Wrath, and Com- 
minations, God has denounced againſt Sinners: For 
it is That Man of Sin, who, according to the Ex- 
preſſion of the Apoſtle, will be one Day revealed 
after the Image of the Old- man. And then:fbail 
that Witked be reveal d. This now therefore is 
he. See the Objections to this in Article 14. 
Queſtion 4. 1 | 
Every Man, therefore, is to be conlider'd in two 
different Lights. He is the Old-man, as far as 
Sin works in him, and as the Offspring of Adam, 
born of Fleſh and Blood; and, in that reſpect, 
he may be calPd Antichriſt ; but he is likewiſe the 
New-man, in as much as he is redeem'd by Jeſus 
Chriſt, adopted by God, and deſtined to eternal 
Life; the Earthly Man, in refpe& to Adam, ſub- 
ject to Death, and to the other Penalties of Sin; the 
Heavenly Man, in reſpect to Jeſus Chriſt who has 
ſet him at Liberty, and freed him, after his Death, 
from the Old Adam, and from all the Conſequences 
of Sin. Thus it is, that God hates, and loves the 
Sinner, under different Appearances, allwiſe ready 
to puniſh him, and to ſhew him Mercy. Vill be, 
| | in 
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in his Anger, witb- hold bis Mercy ? No; his Wrath 
is difarm'd, and his Goodneſs, extends itſelf to all 

Men in general, when he conſiders them in Jeſus 
Chriſt. Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
Circumciſion, nor Uncircumcifion, Barbarian, Soy- 
| thian, bond nor free; for Chriſt is all, and in all. 
Coloff, iii. 11. 


ARTICLE vi. 
An Explication of this preſent Syſtem, to ſolve 
more eaſily all Objections againſt It. 


XL that is advanced by the Egyptians, the 

Ckaldeans, and the Chineſe, in pretending, 
by the Latitude they give to their Chronology in 
reckoning ſo many different Dynaſties of their 
Kings, to date vaſtly back the Origin of the World, 
can miniſter Nothing againſt this Syſtem. All of 
them muſt allow Adam to have been the firſt Man; 
and that God gave him a Law, 

God created him in a State of Innocence, and 
ordained him to be the Syndick, the Governor 
general of all Mankind; if he continued in Obe- 
dience, all Men to be innocent; and if he diſobey'd, 
all Men to be culpable, like himſelf. | | 

By an expreſs Law, God prohibited him the 
eating the Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. That 
was all the Law he gave him; and the more It 
ſeem'd to be eaſy to obſerve, the more did Adam 
appear culpable in the Violation of It. He did vi- 
olate It notwithſtanding; and by that Sin he ſub- 
jected himſelf, and all his Poſterity, to eternal Death, 
and to all the other Pains which were to be the 
Conſequence of Sin. | 

God, 


To ALL MEN. 3 
God, full. of Mercy, did, by an Effect of his 


pure and gratuitous Goodneſs, promiſe to Adam, 


and in his Perſon to all Mankind, to ſend a Re- 
deemer, who ſhould repair and remedy all the Evils 
cauſed by the fall of Adam; for Men had finn'd 
without knowing it. Beſides the natural Law, 
which, notwithſtanding the Corruption all Men had 
fallen into, remain'd imprinted on their Minds, 


God gave them, by the Miniſtry of Moſes, a written 


Law, compil'd of moral Precepts, and ceremonial 
Rites. Thoſe moral Precepts gave Men to know 
the Sins they might commit, and the Righteouſ- 
neſs they were to conform to. The ceremonial 


Rites were the Shadows of the Submiſſions the Re- 


deemer wou'd ſhew, to efface the Sins of Men, 


It muſt here be particularly remark'd, that God 


did not give his Law to Men to render them culpa- 
ble, and with a View to damn them; but he gave 
it them, Firſt, to the End, that, bound by that 
Law, they might be ſenſible of the Number, the 
Greatneſs, and the Enormity of the Crimes the Fall 
of Adam had drawn on them. 

Secondly, To the End that they might know the 
Obligation they were under to God for ſending them 
a Deliverer, notwithſtanding the miſerable State 
they were reduced to by the Sin of Adam. It is 


that which St. Paul tells us, Moreover, the Law 


enter*d, that the Offence might abound, Rom. v. 20. 


for he ſays elſewhere, That he had not known Sin, 23 


but by the Law. 
Thirdly, God gave his Law to Men, that they, 
ſubmitting cordially to it, might have "the Advan- 


tage of an Augmentation of Happineſs, which he 


would grant them in virtue of the Alliance he had 
made with them in Jeſus Chriſt their Redeemer, So 
that the Law of God is, at the ſame Time, a 
Mark of his Goodneſs, a Proof of our Corruption, 
and a Memorial of the Obligation we have to our 
Redeemer, 
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Redeemer, who willingly ſubmitted to an ignomini- 
ous Death, to free us from the infinite Pains of Hell 
which we had incurr'd, for not abſtaining from the 
forbidden Fruit; for every Man in particular muſt 
think with himſelf, that it is he who has eaten that 
Fruit which render d Adam a Tranſgreſſor of the 
Law of God; and, in Effect, all have eaten of it in 
Adam. Qui per alium facit, per ſcipſum facere vide- 
tur. Who acts by his Agent, is ſuppoſed to act 
himſelf; but Adam was the Agent, the Agent ge- 
neral, for all Mankind, 75 6 
It is therefore I, who have eaten the forbidden 
Fruit, it is to me God promiſed a Redeemer; it is 
to me he gave his Law, that I might diſcern my 
Crimes, and the Participation I have in Sin, be- 
cauſe of that firſt Tranſgreſſion ; I ought to apply 
to myſelf ſolely all the Economy of the Redemp- 
tion: For God has brought it to paſs for all Man- 
kind in ſuch a Manner, that my Benefit by it is as 
great, as if he had done ſo for me only; and if he 
had done ſo for me only, I could not have had more 
Benefit by it, than I have. 25 25 
As it was important, that all Men ſhould know 
both the Promiſe God had made of a Redeemer, and 
the Law he had given to the Deſcendants of Abra- 
ham, to whom he had renew'd that Promiſe, God 
would that the People ſprung from that Patriarch 
ſhould be led into Captivity in different Countries, 
in order to teſtify to thoſe Nations the Promiſe of a 
Deliverer, and the Law of God, of which that 
People were the Depoſitory, and the Witneſſes. 
YQuia credita ſunt eis eloquia Dei. To whom pertain- 
eth the Adoption, and the Glory, and the Covenants, 
and the giving of the Law, and the Service of God, 
and the Promiſes, Rom. ix. 4. Thus were Egypt, 
Babylon, and AHria, inſtructed in the Completion 
of the Predictions of the Prophets of the Jews, and 
their Doctrines juſtify'd. > DIY 
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ARTICLE VIII 


Sequel of this preſent 17 2 Fa the Coming 


of Tel 
AT Length the Redeemer came; that is, our 


in the Circumſtances, predicted by the Prophets. He 
therefore undoubtedly well knew what he came to do, 
and all the Scope and Views of his Miffiov. The 
Angel, who appear'd, and proclaim'd His Coming 
to Her who was to be his Mother, only told her that 
he was to be born of Her ſhould be call'd the Son 


of God, and ſhall be call'd the Son of the Higheſt. . 


That he ſhould reign over the Houſe of Jacob, 
and that his Kingdom ſhquld have no End, Af- 
terwards, ſpeaking to Joſeph of the Infant to 


be brought forth by his Spouſe, he told him, he 


he. ſhould be call'd Jeſus, and that he ſhould fave 
his People from their Sins; For he ſpall /ave bis 
People from their Sins. Perhaps Foſeph did not com- 
prehend all the Extent which the Redemption, de- 
clar'd to him by the Angel, was to have, becauſe 
the Jews were the only Nation who particularly 
boaſted themſelves to be the People of God: Bur 
the People of God are all Men; for God is not a 
Reſpecter of Perſons; He makes no Difference, 
ſays St. Paul, between the Jews and Greeks, For 
there is wo Difference between the Jew, and Greek ; 
for the ſame Lord over all, is rich unto all that call 
upan him, Rom. x. 12. That Redeemer took 
upon himſelf all the Sins, and all the Griefs of Men. 
Surely be bath borne aur Griefs, and carried our 


Sorrows... ... All we, like Sheep, have gone aſtray: 


We bave turn'd every one to bis own Way; and 


the Lord bath laid on him the Iniquity of us all, 


Iſai. liii.-4. 6, The Lord has not, therefore, made 
| F — 


Lord Feſus Cbriſt. He came at the Time, and 
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his Chriſt the Pledge, and the Bearer of our Iniqui- 

ties, but to diſcharge us of them, and to blot them 

out. This Redeemer has effectually done ſo; and 

has, moreover, offer d to all, whom he has redeem'd, 
ſufficient Strength to combat, and to overcome the 
Old-man. That Strength, and that Succour, is 
what we call the Grace of Superabundance, or Grace 
Superabundant. | k 

If Jeſus Chriſt had not merited for Men this 
Grace of Superabundance, they would not however, 
have fail'd of being ſav'd by the Grace of Redemp- 
tion; but they wou'd not have had the Means to 
acquire an Augmentation of Glory, which is ac- 
corded to them as.a Reward, if they make a good 
Uſe of that (Trace of Superabundance. The Life 
of a Chriſtian becomes a continual Warfare, on 
Earth, againſt the Operations of the Old-man; 
but, by the Aid of that Grace, he gains Victories 
that honour. him in the Sight of God and Man, 

It muſt, therefore, be obſerv'd that there are two 
Sorts of Grace, namely, the Grace of Redemption, 
common to all Men, and the Grace of Superabun- 
dance. The Grace of Redemption is accorded to 
all ; becauſe God owes it to all Human Nature, 
in Virtue of his Promiſes of It. The Grace of 
Superabundance is not given to all; It Is call'd the 
Grace of Merits ; becauſe it is the Principle of them. 
It is due to no Perſon ; but the good Uſe made of 
it gives a Right to the eternal and temporal Re- 
wards promiſed to It; and if this Grace be ne- 
glected, and made an il] Uſe of, temporal Puniſh- 
ments are incurr'd, and a Deprivation of that de- 
gree of Glory which anſwers to It, as its due Re- 
ward, We ſhall explain more at large, in the next 
Article, the Nature of theſe two Graces. _ 

We ought rightly to diſtinguiſh theſe two Sorts 
of Graces, to underſtand the Scripture, For Ex- 
ample, when Jeſus Chriſt ſays, Ia my Father's Houſe. 
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are many Manſſons, the Gra'e of Redemption 
conſtitutes one Manſion, and the Grace f Su- 
perabundance conſtitutes Many; ſo that we need 
be in no apprehenſion of Damnation, tho? we have 
not all the ſame Merits. Let not your Heart be 
troubled: You believe in God, believe alſo in me. 
That is, be not alarm'd, you put your Truſt in 
God; becauſe he has promiſed you the Grace of 


Redemption; truſt alſo in me, who promiſe you a 


Grace of Superabundance.—— This is what we ought 
to underſtand by theſe Words of - Jeſus Chriſt to his 
Apoſtles. | 
It was not leſs, to preach to Men this Grace of 
Superabundance, than to declare to them the Com- 
pletion of the Promiſes, by the Accompliſhmenc 
of the Redemption, that Jeſus Chriſt ſent his Apo- 
ſtles to teach all Nations. He taught, and cauſed 
to be taught, to Men a Law more perfect than 
that which they had learn'd from Moſes, that, diſ- 
cerning better their being in a State of Sin, and the 
Aſſiſtance they had  receiv'd to overcome it, they 
might the more love God, who had delivered them, 
and his Chriſt, who had rais'd them to the Power 
of acquiring an Augmentation of eternal Glory. 
And as it was important, that Men ſhould be con- 
vinced as well of the Promiſes God had made to 
ſend a Deliverer, to Human Nature, as of the Com- 
ing of that Deliverer; and of the Grace he had 
merited for Men; and, for that End, that it was 
neceſſary there ſhould be Witneſſes, againſt whom 
there could be no Exception, God, for that Pur- 
ſe, permitted that the Jews ſhould fall into 
ncredulity, in not receiving the Meffas z and ſhould 
content themſelves. with the Books of the Law of 
Moſes, in which are contain'd the Promiſes of that 
Meſſias, and the Signs of his Coming: God, there- 
fore, to produce indubitable Witneſſes of thoſe. un- 


believing Jews themſelves, diſperſed them * 
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all the Nations of the Earth, that they might 


N n 


carry thither the Books of the Law, which invinci- 
bly prov'd that the Meſias was come who was 


therein promis d, and evinced all the Circumftances 
that the Prophets had declar'd, a long Time before, 


concerning his Coming, his Miracles, and the 
Death he ſuffer'd. | | 

The Jews could not be ſuſpected to have acted 
in concert with the Chriſtians, becauſe they have 
ever been their implacable Enemies. Beſides, there 
were Verfions of their Books, that had been ſpread 
among other Nations long before their Diſperſion. 
Hence ſee, how their Blindneſs ferved to convey 
the Knowledge of the Meſſas, and of the Grace 
he brought to Mankind, A X 
Let us obſerve likewiſe that, at firſt, the Infide- 
lity of the Nations was the Cauſe that God choſe 
the Children of Abrabam, to make them a People 
who ſhould be the Depoſitary of his Law; and that 
afterwards, the People of the Jews, who deſcended 
from Abraham, fell, in their Turn, into Unbelief, 
to give Opportunity to declare to the Nations the 
Law of the Meſias.— All were Unbelievers; and 
have mutually ſerved, by their Unbelief, to the 
eſtabliſhment of that Law. | 

But why did God permit that all in general, 
that is to ſay, the Nations, and the Jews, ſhould 
fall into Unbelief? Let us aſk that of St. Paul; 
he will tell us, I would not, Brethren, ſays he, bat 
you ſhould be ignorant of this Myſtery : which was, 


that Gad had included all Men in Unbelief, that 


he might ſhew Mercy to all. For God bath con- 
cluded them all in Unbelief, that he might have 
Mercy upon all, Rom. xi. 32. On this Occaſion 
it is, that St. Paul, with Reaſon, exclaims, O rhe 
Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge of God ! How unſearchable are bis Judgments, 
and bis Ways paſt finding out ! = 
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If we were able, like St. Paul, to elevate ur- 
| ſelves to the Contemplation of the wonderfulneſs of 

that infinite Wifdom of God, who knows to diſpoſe 
all Things to his own Glory, and for the Execution 
of his Deſigns, we ſhould not be leſs ſtruck with 
Admiration than he was, to ſee that God, who 
had ſo many Ways to fave Mankind without their 
falling into Sin, has yet been pleaſed to ſerve him- 
ſelf even of their Sins to ſave them all, in diſpen- 
ſing to them all the Greatneſs of his Metcy. Human 
Wiſdom would never have comprehended that he 
could draw from the Iniquity of Men an Occaſion 
to manifeſt his Goodneſs to all. Theſe Ways of 
God appear indeed unſearchable; and inſpired 
St. Paul with the Tranſport of Admiration that 


made him exclaim, O the Depth, &c. FEST 


A very proper Occaſion, to obſerve the Error 
of many Chriſtians about Paſſages of Scripture, in 
adapting them to their particular Opinions, An 
Error that proceeds ofteneſt from their indiligent 
Examination of the Circumſtances that gave octa- 
ſion for certain Expreſſions in the ſacred Writ, which' 
they take upon them to interpret according to their” 
own Fancy, often contrary to the Import thoſe 
Expreſſions carry in their natural Senſe, How great 
a Miſtake! for Inſtance, what Perverſion ! to cite, 
every Moment, theſe Words of St. Paul, © the. 
| Depth of the Riches, &c. to denote the Wiſdom of 
God by the Severity of his Judgments concerning 
the ſmall Number of the Ele&, and the great Mul- 
titude of the Damned? Since St. Pas ules them in 
altogether a contrary Senſe, and only to ſhew the 
Admiration he was in of the Mercy of God to Men, 
notwithſtanding their Unbelief ; and that he had 
even made uſe of the Infidelity of all, to ſhew to 
all, without Diſtinction, the Effects of his infinite 
Mercy. For God bath concluded them all in Un- 


belief, that be might bave Mercy upon all. O the 
Dep. 2 
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Depth, &c, This is that which St. Paul could not 
forbear, and which made him exult, in adoring the 
Wiſdom of God, incomprehenſible to the ſhort 
Reach of human Conception, W he I 

Perhaps, it may be ſaid with Reaſon, that it 

can only be imputed to the Deluſions of the Old- man, 
that the Senſe of thoſe Words has been ſo per- 
verted, as too often to be made Uſe of to inſpire 
a Dread, and Terror; whereas, in the Meaning of 
the Apoſtle, they ought to fill us with Sentiments 
of Admiration of the Goodneſs of God; a Love 
without Bounds for a God ſo merciful, and an humble 
Acknowledgment for his ordering Things in a man- 
ner ſo beneficial to us, that all the Wickedneſs of 
the Old- man is not able to deprive, us of the prin- 
cipal Fruit of the Redemption of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Me lay it down, therefore, as an undoubted Prin- 
ciple, that St. Pau! made not uſe of thoſe Words, 
O the Depth of the Riches, &c. to apply them to 
the rigorqus Judgments of God ; but ſolely to make 
us admire the Lenity of them, and to ſhew to Men 
the Greatneſs of his Mercy; and that the Means he 
employed to ſave them all, could not be looked on 
but as the Decrees of a Wiſdom inconceivable to. 
human Capacity. 
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What the Grace of Redemption is? And what, 
Grace ſuperabundant? 
W HEN we ſay the Grace of Redemption, we 


mean nothing elſe than the Benevolence of 
God, who, by our Redeemer, has exactly 


replaced Men in the fame State they were in before 


the fall of Adam. By the Grace of Superabundance, 
we 
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we mean a Gift of God, from his free Goodneſs, 

accorded to Chriſtians z and which gives them room 
to merit a greater happineſs than thoſe ſhall have, 
who are only benefited by the Grace of Redemption. 


In Relation to which, the eee Propoſitions 
cannot be doubted. 


1. Adam had been 00 and admitted into eter- 
nal Felicity, if he had died before he had re- 
ceived the Law of God; or immediately after 
he did receive it, and before he broke It. 

2. Adam would have been damned, if he had 
died immediately after he broke that Law, 
and before God had promiſed him a Re- 
deemer. 

3. If Adam had died immediately after the Pro- 
miſe of a Redeemer, he would have been 
ſaved; but he would only have had, in Hea- 
ven, the Degree of Felicity anſwerable to the 


State he was in before he broke the Law; for 


a bare Reparation only ſets Things in their 
. firſt Condition, 
4. Adam dying, after 930 Years of a regular; 
22 Life, would have had a greater future 
appineſs, than if he had died immediately 
after the Promiſe of a 8 


Now, if it be aſked, whence it is that Adam 
acquired a greater Happineſs after the Fall, than if 
he had died before he broke the Law? We anſwer, 
that the Redeemer did two Things, in ne 
Mankind: 

Firſt, He re-eſtabliſhed chem preciſely in the | 
ſame State they were in with reſpect to the Happineſs 
Men would have had, who had died before the 
Fall of Adam; and that Happineſs' is that which 
anſwers to what we-call the Grace of Redemption, 
a Grace general to all Men who fell in Adam. 

; Secondly, 
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Secondly, The Redeemer gave to all Men, beſides 
that Grace, the Means to merit an Augmentation 
of Happineſs ; which is a particular Grace to thoſe 
whom God favours with It, and which he denies 


not to all ſuch who aſk It fervently of him, and 


who do their utmoſt to obtain It; a ſanctifying 
Grace to all thoſe who make a good Uſe of It; 
and which is in them the Principle of Merits, tho? 
It be a free Gift of the Goodneſs of God. 

This is not a Diſtinction inthe Air: It is grounded 
on the remarkable Words of St. Paul, But where 
Sia abounded, Grace did much more ſuperabound, 
Rom. v. 20. If Men had committed no other Sins 
than that of Adam, the Grace of Redemption alone 
would have been ſufficient to merit for them all, 
the ſame Happineſs ; but becauſe they daily com- 
mit a Multitude of others, Jeſus Chriſt has brought 
ſuperabundant Grace, by the means of which they may, 
themſelves, merit in him, who brought It to them, 
a Happineſs ſuperabundant; ſo that the Redemption 
is an abundance of Grace, which effaces the abun- 
dance of the Sin of Adam in -all Men, and replaces 
them in their firſt Condition; and the Superabun- 
dance of Grace is given them, that, by that, they 
may merit an Augmentation of Glory ; otherwiſe 


that Superabundance would be uſeleſs. What would 


our Saviour, himſelf, have us underſtand by his 
faying, that he came to bring, to Men Life, and 


Life more abundantly ? Jam come, that they might | 


have Life, and that they might have it more abun- 


| dantly. | 


From this Diſtinction, it is eaſy to comprehend, 
that, far from our having Reaſon to complain of 
our Lot, that God permitted us to fall in Adam, 
to raiſe us again in Jeſus Chriſt, we have, on the 
contrary, an infinite Qbligation to him for having 
brought about for us, by the Redeemer, Advan- 
tages infmitely greater than thoſe Adam was ap- 
4 'pointed 


8 


9 


pointed with in his Creation. with reſpect to the 


ſupernatural State to which he has raiſed us, to be 
able to merit an Augmentation of Happineſs. It 


is indeed a great Happineſs, that the Grace of Re- 


demption has reſtored all the Poſterity of Adam to 


the State they were in before his Fall; but with that 


firſt Happineſs, we gain, by the Grace of Superabun- 


dance, all the Fruits of that Grace, which are of 


an infinite Price. We ought, therefore, to think 


ourſelves happy that Adam fell. We bring It not 
in ſupport of our Argument; but the Church of 
Kome acknowledges It in one of her moſt ſolemn 
Offices, and even that it was neceſſary, for our 
greater Happineſs, that Adam ſhould fin, O felix 
Culpa / ſays ſhe, O certe neceſſarium adeo peccatum / 
It is in the Office for holy Saturday: * 
But It will be ſaid, Adam accepted of the com- 


ing of the Redeemer, and lived afterwards accord- 


ing to the natural Law: This is the Reaſon why 


he was ſaved 3 but the Pagans and the other Infi- 
dels, the Libertines, and the Flagitious, lived not 
according to that Law; therefore, they cannot be 
ſaved. | | __ | 
It is anſwered that Adam's Acceptation of the 


coming of the Redeemer was not that which re- 


ſtored him, It was the Acceptation by the myſtical 
Lamb, immolated from tho beginning of the World, 
the eternal Word, who freely taking upon himſelf 
the Sin of Adam, and, by Anticipation, all the Sins 


of Men, offered himſelf to reſtore them, as a 


Victim worthy to ſatisfy the Divine Juſtice for all. 


Before that Acceptation by the Son of God, to 


whom, (by Anticipation, in reſpe& to the Time 
when he made that Submiſſion) we give the Name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Adam could merit Nothing; after 
his Sin, he became an Enemy to God; all he could 
do of himſelf could never repair his Fault; becauſe 
there behoved to be nothing leſs than an infinite Sa- 

1 tisfaction 
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tisfaction to aboliſh, and repair an Outrage com- 
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tion of being an Enemy to God, all he could do 


tious, they were compris'd, with Adam, in the 
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mitted againſt an infinite Majeſty, His Sin had fo 
erazed the Image of God in his Soul, that he was 
no more capable of any moral Good: So we ſee in 
the Scripture that, when God charged him with his 
Crime, inſtead of imploring his Clemency, which 
would have been a point of Juſtice, he thought of 
nothing but of diſculpating himſelf, or to render 
T wo guilty of It. It was, anſwered he, the Woman 
thou gaveſt me as a Companion, who gave me of 
the Fruit of the Tree. The Woman whom thou gavelt 
70-be with me, She gave me of the Tree, Gen. ili. 12. 
An Anſwer that was a new Offence to his Creator, 
in charging on him the Cauſe of his Diſobedience, | 
by giving him a Wife who had ſeduced, and incited 
him to eat of the forbidden Fruit, and that tended, 
at the ſame time, to transfer the Sentence to her. 
While Adam continued in the unhappy Condi- 


could not be of any Merit towards his Reconcilia- 
tion; but from the Moment Jeſus Chriſt accepted 
to ſatisfy the Divine Juſtice of his Father for him, 
Adam was reconcil'd and reſtored to his firſt State of 
Innocence, by the Grace of Redemption, which was 
from that time imputed to him. 

His Acceptance of It, was an Effect of that Grace, 
in the ſame manner as was his Repentance, and 
all he could do afterwards that was meritorious, an 
Effect of a Grace of Superabundance that acquired 
for him a greater Happineſs, than if he only had 
obtain'd the Grace of Redemption. 

As to the Pagans, other Infidels, and the Flagi- 


Grace of Redemption, by Jeſus Chriſt's taking upon 
him to be their Reſtorer. Their perſonal Accepta- 
tion is a Thing indifferent in reſpect to that Grace, 
tho? It be neceſſary to put them in the State of the 
Grace of Superabundance, The Grace of Redemption 


depends 
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depends not at all on their Acceptation : It is a pure 
Effe& of the Mercy of God, and an abſolute Gife 
unattended with any Condition. In one word, the 
Redeemer was ſent for the Reſtoration of all Man- 
kind; bu that would not be an entire, and real 
Reſtoration, if it did not ſet Things again in the 
ſame State they were, before all Men fell in Adam. 

If Adam had not eaten of the Fruit of the Tree 
of Knowledge, which was forbidden him, till after 
having begot twenty Children; (let us ſuppoſe that 
to be true, as it is poſſible 3) and that he had told his 
Children the Command God had given him, and 
the Puniſhment that was to be inflicted on him on 
his Diſobedience; thoſe Children who would foreſee 
their Fall in that of their, Father, and could not 
know the Benefir-that was to accrue to them from 
the Crime he ſhould commit, would be under con- 
ſtant Alarms, leſt their Father ſhould tranſgrels ; 
but let us ſuppoſe, that, after that, the Father had 
tranſgreſſed, unknown to them, they would then 
have been culpable without their privity to that 
Crime: Afterwards God, unknown likewiſe to them, 
promiſing a Redeemer to their Father, they are at 
the ſame Time juſtified without knowing it. Thus, 
they are become criminal, and have been juſtified 
without their Knowledge. This is exactly the State 
the Pagans are in. They know nothing of their 
Fall and their Juſtification, This Ignorance is the 
Cauſe that they are ignorant alſo of the Grace of 
| Superabundance, to profit by It: Tis therefore too, 
that according to the Words of Jeſus Chriſt, it ſhall 
be better for them at the Day of Judgment, than 
for the Libertines, who have had the Benefit of In- 
ſtruction; and who, having had the Means to ob- 
tain, and to profit by the Grace of Superabundance, 
which God gives to thoſe who will make a good 
Uſe of It, have neglected or rejected It, to deliver 


T hemſelves over to their Luſts. rt 
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ow 


Dio the Libertines, and the Wicked, rightly com- 
prehend all the Heinouſneſs, all the Unworthineſs 
and Ingratitude, that are in thoſe Speeches, which 
are but too common? ©« So I go to heaven, tis 
« enough; I don't trouble myſelf about the Place 
„ T ſhall have there.” God would that we, whom 
he has made after his own Image, ſhould be holy 
becauſe he is holy; Jeſus Chriſt who came to deliver 
us from eternal Damnation, has given us an Exam- 
ple which he would have us to follow; and did 
not ceaſe to preach, on Earth, what Men ought to 
do to reach to the Perfection which God requires of 
us; and to obtain for ourſelves the Superabundant 
Grace he has merited for us. Have God and Jeſus 
Chriſt then done too little for us, that we ſhould 
believe we may diſpenſe with the Acknowledgments 
due to them? Be we therefore holy, ſince God 
would that we ſhould be fo ; let us walk in the Way 
which our Saviour hath ſhewn us, and which he 
hath cauſed to be ſhewn us. All the Exhortations 

of the Prophets, of the Apoſtles, of the Preachers 
of the Goſpel, tend to incline us to profit by the 
_ - Grace of Superabundance which Jeſus Chriſt has pro- 
cured for us, It is to give us the Means to obtain 
that Grace, and to be benefited by it, that Jeſus 
Chriſt has eſtabliſhed his Church, and the Sacra- 
ments he has impowered her to adminiſter ; and 
that he has left us the Holy Scriptures, and Paſtors 
to inſtrut us. The infinite Obligations we owe to 
our Redeemer, will convince the moſt profligately 
wicked that it is on their Part, an Ingratitude, and 
a moſt enormous Unworthineſs, to ſlight a Grace 
ſo precious, and which enables us to merit ſo much 
more Happineſs as we endeavour, with our utmoſt 
Efforts, to obtain, and to uſe It as we ought. | 
We would willingly afk the Oppoſers of this Sy- 
ſtem, if the Licentious, the Hereticks, and the Infi- 
dels, to whom one would preach this Doctrine, would 
| | | not 
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not be more diſpoſed to their Converſion, than when 
one ſhall talk to them of a God who, of thirty Per- 
ſons, damns twenty-nine of them to eternal Fire, ac- 
cording to the general Opinion? and does not ſuch 
an Hypotheſis better correſpond with the Idea of a 
God infinitely merciful? This is what we cannot 
ſee, that any one can diſallow, unleſs poſſeſs'd with 
that pernicious Error of the Old-man, who prompts 
to maintain that Jeſus Chriſt died not for all Men. 
But as, no doubt, there may be many who, poſſeſs d 
with that Prejudice, will be obſtinate enough to com- 
bat our Syſtem, let us anſwer to the Objections 
they will not fail to bring againſt It, 


IKE 


Anſwers to the Objections that may be made 
againſt this preſent Syſtem. 


Efore we examine what can be objected againſt 
B our Hypotheſis, it is proper to make ſome Ob- 
ſervations. 

Firſt, It muſt be allowed, that the Holy-Ghoſt, 
who dictated the Scripture, has in ſome Places of it 
ſcatter'd Obſcurities, and a ſort of Darkneſs, which 
he would we ſhould revere, without pretending 
to the Capacity of penetrating into them; whence 
it proceeds, that the Solutions of a Theologian are 
not allwiſe ſo clear as the Objections of a Philo- 
ſopher; becauſe a Theologian, not being able to 
explain, by Reaſon, the Myſteries that are above 
Reaſon, is obliged often to have Recourſe to Faith, 
which is obſcure in itſelf ; but as Faith is undoubtedly 
to be relied on more than Reaſon, the Determina- 


tions of a Theologian, ſupported by the Holy Scrip- 


ture, 
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ture, ought to be allowed to be ſurer than the Ob» 

jections of a Philoſopher. . _ 2” IT OO. 
Secondly, When, in the Holy Scripture, we meet 
with Antilogies, or Contradictions which ſeem plainly 
{o, or Opinions that appear oppoſite, and can no way 
be reconciPd, they ought to be received in the Sim- 
plicity of Faith, humbly waiting till it ſhall pleaſe 
God to diſcover the Senſe of them ; but if there 
happen to be ſeveral Ways to expound them, that 
which agrees the beſt to Faith, and Reaſon, ought 
to be preferred. For Inſtance, it is laid down as 
an undoubted Principle, that God is a Being infinite, 
and immutable : And that he is ſo, is certain; and 

pet it is look'd on too to be as certain, that he is 
provoked by our Sins, and appeaſed by our Prayers; 
for it is on that Principle that all Religions haye 
been formed. Subvert that Poſition, you deſtroy 
all the Religions in the World. . 

Theſe two Principles appear, in the mean time, 
to be very oppoſite; and very greatly perplex each 
other; and oge cannot well get over that Perplexity, 
but by reſting on the Incomprehenſibility of God. 
In God, ſays he, all is incomprehenſible; but it is 

not in that Particular only: It may be ſaid, that, in 
every Thing, on every Subject, there may be 
Objections unanſwerable by us, if we would be 
candid enough to own it. The Underſtanding, 
in certain Objections it raiſes to itſelf, goes to the 
end of its Reach, and ſtops there, Ir muſt, to fur- 
niſh itſelf with all Solutions, go beyond its Compaſs, 
which it cannot do. We may ſay, without giving 
into the Opinion of the Catalepticks, that God has 
placed in all Things a point of Incomprehenſibility 
that Man cannot penetrate z he finds almoſt every 

where a Limit, where his Light is extinguiſhed, 
Carneades did not confute the Syſtem of Chrifippus, 
but by making Uſe of the Objections che! 

ſtarte 
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ſtarted againſt /himſelf. O poor Chrifppus, faid he, 
his Strength has undone him. 
| Arvagus, with his ſet Forms, embraced the Way 
of Truth by ſo many Refinements, that he was, and 
is ſtill look'd on as a Favourer of Pirroniſm. 

Bellarmin has not much better ſucceeded in many 

Places of his Controverſies. So true it is, that 
human Abilities are more ſubtle in forming Ob- 
jections againſt the Truth, than they are in ſolving 

them clearly, when they have form'd them. | 


Thus, he who inſiſts 7 har all Difficulties be unra- 


velPd, and all render'd manifeſt to him, ought 
| himſelf to be able to do the ſame Thing in Defence 
of his own Doctrines; and if he cannot do that in 
certain Caſes, his Adverſary is, at leaſt, on equal 
Terms with him, It is for that Reaſon we ſhall 
anſwer Objections two Ways, viz. by retorting on 
the Objedtor; and afterwards, by Explication; ſo 


that we demand before-hand of our Oppoſers, that 


they explain the Authorities we have taken care to 
bring from the Holy Scripture, that it may be ſeen 
whether their Explications be more literal, and 
more rational, than ours. $.3 


The fort Objection. 


It will be ſaid, in the firſt Place, that this Syſtem 


overturns all Religion; for if all Men are to be 
faved, what Occaſion is there to pain ones ſelf by 


che Obſervances Religion enjoyns? The impious, 


and the good Chriſtian will be on the ſame Foot; 
what Neceſſity is there to pray ; to aſk of God to 


direct our Steps in the Ways of Salvation; fince he 


is reſolved to beſtow Heaven upon us? And why 
ſhall we fear to fin, ſince God is determined not to 
puniſh us, or ſince all the Sins we can commit are 
puniſhed in Jeſus Chriſt, who died, and has ſatisfied 


tor all? One may therefore be an Impoſtor, a Tray- 
tory, 
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tor, a Libertine, a Robber, and Atheiſt, ſince 1 


That cannot make us s forfeit Heaven, and atze us 
ro Hell. ee * | 
Mt L . 


The 1 f; Anſwer; wh 3 F wht hows har: 
in the old Syſtem, the ſame Diffitulties orcur ; 
and that they cannot be . bid owe, oy boos 
Wannen ich lu. | 
If God be infinitely. perfect, will 0 who has 

no Religion, He did nothing from the firſt but 

What was the moſt excellent; if he be immutable, 

he cannot change bis Will; ſo all we can do, on 

Earth, cannot make him alter his Sentiments, or 

change what he once wild : That being ſo, he will 

ſay, why need we pray, why: mortify er- and 
ſubmit to all chat Religion preſcribes? | 

When you ſhall anſwer this impious Man by a 
Diſtinction never ſo rational, to make him under- 
ſtand how God alters not his Sentiments, nor 
changes his Will, when, for Example, he is pro- 
voked by our Sins, and appeaſed by our Prayers, 
he will not fail to maintain, and inſiſt, that your 
Diſtinction is frivolous, if God be ſuppoſed to be 
immutable both in his Will, and his Decrees. Ob- 
ſerve how he will argue. 

God is ſubject to no Change; for if we ſuppoſe 
that he is not, to-day, in the ſame Sentiment he 
was in yeſterday, he muſt have acquired ſomething 
he had not before, or have loſt ſomething he had 
yeſterday. Yeſterday God look'd on me with In- 
dignation, according to you, and to-day he re- 
gards me with Sentiments full of Goodneſs. Now, 
I aſk what it is he acquired, and what it was he 
loſt, that his Sentiments of to-day have cancelled 
thoſe he had yeſterday? Were what he acquired, 
or what he loſt, modes identified with his Eſſence, 
or Entities diſtinct from it? | 

18 But 
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But it cannot be faid that God is a compounded 
Being; nor, conſequently, that he has acquired, or 
loſt any thing that is diftin from himſelf : But, on 
che other Side, if it ſhould be pretended that what 
he has acqujred is a Mode identified with his Eſſence, 
it would follow, that a Thing which has ſubſiſted 
from all Eternity could ceaſe to be; for Modalities 
have that, in particular, that they cannot be pro- 
duced but by the Extinction of another Modality 3 
ſo that if God ſhould receive another Modality, . 
that which preceded it would be deftroyed z but 
that cannot be faid of God. ed 

And, as to the reſt, what is it that would pro- 
duce that Modality? Can it be cauſed without a 
new Prodyction of the Divine Eſſence with which 
it is identified? and can God re-produce his own 
Eſſence; he who neceſſarily exiſts, and who cannot 
ceaſe to exiſt? Nor, conſequently, can he receive 
any new Modification ; for it is not with him, as 
in the Modifications of a Creature which a con- 
tinual Creation re- produces every Moment. 

God cannot, therefore, acquire either a new Ac- 
cident, or a new Modality; and it is that which 
renders him immutable ; It is thus his Immutability 
is proved by found Theologie. Says a great Di- 
vine, „If God were not immutable in his Will, 
« and in his Knowledge, it could not be faid that 
<« he fees all Things by one ſole and the fame 
Act: That God ſhould change his Will, he muſt, 
« of Courſe, change his Knowledge, which is neceſ. 
« ſary and invariable.” This is what St. Auguſtin 
means too, in his thirteenth Book of his Confeſſion : 
Nam ſicut omnind tu es, Tu {cis ſolus qui es immuta- 
bilis ;, et Eſentia tua vult, & cit immutabiliter, &c. 
That is, thou, my God, who haſt nothing in thee, 
that can paſs away, and ceaſe to be; Thou art like- 
wiſe he alone who has the perfect and entire Know- 
ledge of all that thou art; becauſe thou art immu- 

| H table, 
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table, and knoweſt immutably ;that which thou ; 
immutably willeſt. Thy Eſſence wills, and knows 
immutably s and thy Will is; and wills immutably. 
According to theſe Words of St, Auguſtin, it is 
impoſſible God can change his, Will, any more 
than he can his Knowledge. If he cannot change 
his Will, he then wills, to-day, what be willd 
yeſterday ; and What he wills to-day, will be his 
Will for ever. Be due Reflection made on the 
many Conſequences that may be drawn from all this, 
and on the Nonplus ſuch Retortings reduce a good 
Man to, Who would let himſelf be led by mere 
Reaſon. The old Syſtem is however bound to 
ſolve ſuch Difficultics as theſe are. Let it ſolve 
them then, and let it fairly examine whether or no 
it may give Roqm for a Replication, that it has 
not ſufficiently paved the Way, by it's Solutions, 
to the Evidence of the Reaſonings it ſhall further 
adduce. 135 e 
In the meantime, de ſay the Objection has no 
Weight againſt che preſent Syſtem; for that It 
ſhould, it behoved that we ſhould have aſſerted 
that all Men ſhall infallibly reap not only the Fruit 
of the Grace f Redemption, but likewiſe that of 
the Grace of Superabundauce; and that they ſhall 
enjoy the ſame Happineſs in Heaven. We, on the 
contrary, fay, that to obtain the Fruit of this laft 
Grace, which is a greater Degree of Happineſs than 
that which is the Fruit of the Grace of Redemption, 
we are obliged to do all that is poſſible for us to 
merit it. Tis for that End we muſt pray, and aſk 
it of God, that we muſt pain and mortify ourſelves, 
and-ſubmit to the Ordinances the Law preſcribes to 
us. We- ought to be afraid to Sin; becauſe. Sin 
deprives us of that Grace, makes us loſe the infinite 
Advantages that are the Effects of it, and renders 
"us _ to ſuch temporal puniſhments as we ought 
eo . : * 


0 


Religion, 
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Religion, therefore, is not at all overturned by 
this Syſtem, which tends to encreaſe our Acknow- 
ledgments, and Love to God. The more we! per- 
ceive we are aſſured of Salvation, the more we are 
ſenſible of our Obligations to God,” The more we 
find ourſelves inclined to Sin, the more we ought to 
be warm'd into our Duty to lave, above all Phi 

a God fo gracious, Who has affured* us of Heaven, 

notwithſtanding the Corruption we are involv'd in 

by the Old- man. God has granted, not to deprive 

us of Heaven, and not to puniſn us for our Offences 

by eternal Pains; but he has. decreed to deprive 

us of the Grace of Superabundance, and not to aug 
ment to us the Happineſs that anſwers t the Grace, 
of Redemption, if we live ſinſully; and to chaſtiſe 

our Sins by temporal Puniſnments. Thus, he who 
gives himſelf up to Sin, in pet mitting himfelÞ to be 
deluded by the Deeds of the Oli nam, loſes ſtill in- 

finitely much, in fruſtrating himſelf of all he might 

have merited by the Grace of Superabundaure, and 

in ſubjecting himſelf to temporal Inflictions, which: 
God denounces againſt all thoſe who ſhall neglect: 
that Grace, or who ſhall miſuſe it; for it is with 
reſpect to the good, or ill uſe, to the Reception, or 

Rejection of that Grace, that Man has free Will; and 

not to deprive, or aſſure himſelf of Heaven. 

God, in creating Mankind, deſtined it to Heaven, 
without It's Participation; and when Jeſus Chriſt 
came to redeem Men from Sin, he open d Heaven 
again to them, without their cœoperating in it; for» 
that there remains no Necefficy to aſk of God the 
Grace of Redeniption, which he has already accorded 
to us of his free Mercy. Every one may be aſſur'd 
of the Benefit of that Grace, which is an Admiſſion 
into Heaven; but it is neceflary to aſk of Him the 
Grace of Superabundance, that we may merit the 
degrees of Happineſs which will be me Conſe- 
quences of it, and which conſtitute the different 
H 2 Manſions 
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Manſions that are in the Houſe of God; and no 
one, knows, or can know certainly, whether we be 
e or re of them. | 


iy 1. fond Ohr. 


In St. Matthews Jeſus Chriſt ſays 0 © a donde 3 
Man, who asſked what he ſhould do to inherit 
eternal Life: If you would enter into Liſe, keep 
the Commandments. In St. Mark, he ſays, you 
ſhall Jove God with all your Heart, with all your 


Soul, and with all your Strength; and your Neigh- 


byur as yourſelf, St. Paul ſays, in his Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, But without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
him; for be that cometh to God, muſt believe that be is, 


_ aud that be is a Rewarder of them that dillige uly ſeek 


him. W hence it is obvious to deduce this Conſequence, 
that all thoſe who have not Faich, or who have 
Faith without keeping the Commandments, or love 
not God with all their Hearts, and their Neighbour 


as themſel ves, ſhall: not enter into cterna! Life; 
and conſequently ſhall, not be ſaved: But as there is 

a great Number of _ a us Number mt 
mul be rf be 


Th": £49 St | 

ewa by Erni. i 02 
1 is i ſubject to two Sorts of Death one, 
myſtical, and the other, real. By the firſt, we are 
all dead in Adam; and by the ſecond, we all die 
bodily. Man can likewiſe have two ſorts of eternal 
Life; One, by the Grace of Redemption, and the 
other, by the Grace of Sure rabundance. It is This 
Jeſus Chriſt would have us underſtand, When he 
javs, in St. Jabu, I am come, that they might bave 
Lise; and that they migbt have it more abundantly, 
2_ x. 10. That they might have Life, there is, 
or the Liſe of Redemption; and that they N 
ave 


ky 
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have it more abundantly; there is; for the Life by 
the Grace of Superabuntancen 053 1&0, 
But in thoſe two Paſſages in the Objection, the 
Matter in Queſtion is the eternal Life that anſwers. 


to the Grace of Superabdndance,. and not the eternal 
Life acquired - the Grace of Redemption; which 


evidently appears by the Words St. Pau adds after 
he had faidg —— — that God is,“ 
[and thut bets''a Rewardir of tbem that diligently 
ſeel him.] That Reward is the Fruit of their Faith, 
of cheir Love for God, and for their Neighbour ; 
and of their Application to keep all the Command- 
ments: Now all theſe Things are the State of the 
Grace of Sunerabund unc: | 
But, perhaps, you will ſay, it is a Thing that 
ſhocks Reaſon to affirm; that, without Faith, with- 
out loving God, and without keeping the Com- 
mandments of God, we may be ſaved. | 
anſwer, that it is not more difficult to com- 
prebend Uher all Men are Have i, Jeſus Chriſt, 
who has ſhed his Blood, and purchaſed for them 
the Merit of Raith, of the Love of Gad, and of 
keeping the Commandments; than it is to compre- 
hend that all Men have ſinned, and deſerved eter- 
nal Death in Adam. Why ſhould it be more againſt 
Reaſon, that they ſhould be al] Believers, and obe- 
dient, in Jeſus Chriſt, than to ſay, that they have 
been all Unbelievers; and diſobedient, in Adam? 
There cannot be one Reaſon alledged for" the one, 
which will; not ſerve for the other; unleſs you will 
ſay, that Jeſus Chriſt had not the ſame Power to 
redeem all Men from the State of Reprobation that 
Adam had to damn Them. As God inclines 
more to be merciful, than to puniſh, there is much 
more Reaſon to ſay that all Men hoe been ſancti- 
fied in Jeſus Chriſt, - and that they ſha}l all enter 
into eternal Life in virtue of the Grace of Redemption, 


than that wy have been damn'd by the Sin of Adam, 
and 
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and deprived of the: Fruit of the Paſſion. of him, 
who died for all. "FI, ; 

Did not God beumils in a, ue all-che N ations 
— the Earth hond be bleſs'd in his Seed? Aud 
in thy Seed hall ail the Nations of the Eatth' be 
bleſ#'d. ——=Did he not rene ꝗ that Promiſe to Fatob ? 
In thee, and in thy Sed, ſball all ibe Tribes of the 
Zarth be hee. The Word, Tribe, ſhews (till 
more emphatically, that all, without Exception, 
hall partitipate in the Redemption. The royal 
Pfalmiſt alſo expreſſes himſelf in the ſame Manner, 
when he ſpeaks of the Extent of the Grace that Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould bring tu Men. And ue fball be 
Bleſſed in him; all Nations Hall call bim bleſſed, 
Pſaim, xxii. 17. Wat can be meant then by 
theſe Bleſſings to all Nations, to all the Tribes 
of the Earth, if it be not the Application of 
the Grace of Redemption to all Men? Can it be ſaid, 
that theſe Words, all ibe Nations, all the Tribes, 
can only mean the ſmall Number of what is called 
the Ele? And if that were no more, according to 
the received Opinion, than an offer of the Grace f 
Redemption, would David have added, in his Pro- 
phecy of the bleſſedneſs of all the Nations of the 
Earth in Jeſus Chriſt, that all People ſhould praiſe, 
and magnify him? God is faithful in his Pro- 
miſes; he has promiſed that all Men ſhall be blefſed 
in his Chriſt ; therefore ny ſhall be GY, and 
be all ſaved. fl 


Ti be third Objeftion. 


It will be nid. in the Third Place; e the 
Holy Scr ipture ſpeaks not Truth, or tome muſt be 
damn'd ; for Fir, in St. Luke, Jeſus Chriſt, ſpeak- 
ing of the wicked rich Man, ſays, the rich Man 
died allo, and was buried; in Hell, being in Tor- 


* 


ment, he lifted up his Eyes rowards Heaven, and / 


ſeeing 
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ſeeing Abrabam afar off, (9c. Read that Chapter to 
the End. There is then, che wicked rich Man in 


Hell. There is, palpably, a Man damn'd. :Serondly, 


in Sr. Matrbiee, Jeſus Chriſt, Speaking) of the lat 


Judgment, ſays, then the King thall fay+ to thoſe 
who-ſhall be on his left Hand, depart from me, ye 
curſed, go to everlaſting Fite prepared for the 
Devil, and his Angels: A little lower, he adds, 
Thoſe ſhall go away to everlaſting Puniſhment; 


but the Righteous into Life eternal. Obſerve then 


Men, wo have à very different Lot! If they had 
been all ſaved, their Condition would have been 
equal: but we ſee, by the Words of the Goſpel, 


chat one Patt of them ſhall go to Torment, and = 


the other, to Life eternal: It muſt, therefore, ne- 
ceſſarily be, that Part of them were ſaved, and the 


others damned; and that the Number of theſe 


ſhalt be greater, than ef thoſe who ſhall be ſaved; 


ſeeing Jeſus Chriſt moreover ſays, in St, Matrhet, 


Chap. xx. 16. that Many are called, but fem choſen. 
St. Paul, to the Remans, in ſpeaking of 1/7 az, ſays, 
the* the Number of tbe Children of Iſrael he as be 
Sand vf the Sea, a Remnau ſball be ſu ved, Romans 
ix. 27. Therefore the greateſt Patt of Mankind ſhall 
be Gm, 1 G aibnt oth oe e 


Tus oſt Anſwer, by Reto 


'I«ſhall begin the Anſwer to this Objection, by 
the Paſſage in St. Paul laſt cited in it, Th The Num- 
ber of the Children of Iſrael, &c. and which is taken 
from Iſaiah, Chap. x. 22.-— How are we to re- 
concile this Paſſage with theſe which are of the ſame 


Epiſtle of St. Paul to the Romans, Chap. xi. 25. Blind- . 
neſs in Part is happened to Iſrael, until the Palneſs 


of the Gentiles be come in. And ſo all T/rael ſhall he 
ſav'd* As it is written, there ſhall come ont of 


Sion tbe Deliverer, and fhall turn aivay Ungodlineſs | 


from 


* 
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from Jacob: For this is my Covenant unto them, 
when 1 ſhall take away their: Sins. St. Paul, in this 


Place, e of 1/aiab, Chap. xix. 20. 
It is certain, that. by 3 155 thels ords, all 


the Jews ſhall be Wu and he had ſaid before, as 
ie fn in the Objection, that a Remnant of X. 
only ſhall be ſo; there is in them, Ne an 
Obſcurity that muſt be clared to | reconeil c this Con- 
tradition. 


The ſame St. Paul ſays again; that "God, has in- 
volved all Men in Unbelief, that he might take Oc- 
caſion from thence, to ſave them all by his Mercy. 
For God bath concluded them all in Ge, that be 
might bave Mercy upon all, Rom. xi. 32. How 


then ſhall he have Mercy upon all, if he damng 


bo 


Part, if he damns none? 
As Jeſus Chriſt, and St. Paul, cannot 0 0 
one another, fince it is the fame hol Spirit that 


the greateſt Part? And how ſhall he fave but on,. 


ſpeaks z the Texts in the Objection, and thoſe in the 


Retortion, muſt needs contain ſome Myltery, and 
vire to be explained. | 
Beſides, in St. Fobn, vi. 29, Jeſus Chriſt ſay's,. that 

he came not down from Heaven to do his own Will, 

but that of his Father ; and that the Will of his Fa- 


ther was, that he ſhould loſe nothing of all his Father 


had committed to him. Aud this is the Father's 


Will which oy ſeat me, that, of all which be batb 


iven me, I ſhould bye Nothing.” A little before, 
2 had ſaid, 55 the Father had given all. Things 


to the Son. And bath given all Things into bis 
Hand. In St. Matthew, he ſays, even ſo, it is not 
the Will of your Father whith is in Heaven, that . 
one of theſe little ones ſhould periſh. Telus Chriſt, - 


diſcourſing of his Father, further lays, I do allwiſe 


— 


thoſe Ti bings that pleaſe lim, Jobn viii. 29. But we 
have juſt now ſeen, that it pleaſes him that not 


one ſhould be loſt, In Truth, God had faid by 
Tjaiab, 


od - —- oO 
PIR." * 
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Jaiab, ſpeaking of his Chriſt, I is a light. Wing, 
that thou ſhouldef be my. Servant to raiſe up the; Tribes 
of Jacob, dud. io reftore the preſerv'd. of iſrael; 1. 

will aiſo give Thee for | a Light 104he. Gentiles, ,that 
thou mayeft be my Salvation 9 f the, Earth,. 

Iſai. xſix. 6, That „„ e mayeſt ſave all 

Men; fort we muſt not. ſo ſtrictly adhere 80 liceral - 

Terms, as not carefully to examine the Senſe of 

them; fo, in this Place, thoſe Words, < unto the 

End of, che Earth,“ fignify unto all Men in Coun- 

tries the xtiolt remote. He ſays like wiſe that all, the 

Poſterity uf Z/7ael ſnall be ſanctified in the Lord, and 
ſhall He'worthy of Praiſ mme. 

Let vs cunclude, therefore, ſtom all theſe Paſſa- 
ges, Which are, at leaſt, as poſitive as Thoſe in the 

Objection, and which, ſtrengthen'd by qur Argu- 

ments in the fourth and fifth Articles of this Trea- 

riſe, detotne {till the more clear, that there is a 

Myſtery in the Texts. cited in the Objection, In 

Effect, many learned Men, as uſtin, Theepholite, $3 -* 1 

Eucherius, Pope Gregory and others, were of 

Opinion, that what Jeſus Chriſt ſays of the Wicked 

Rich Man, was only a Parable, and not a Hiſtory 

of Matter of Fact; . for the Soul of the Rich Man 

had not Eyes to ſee from a Dark Place, ſuch as Hell 

is ſuppos'd to be, up to Heaven; It had not a 

Tongue to be ſcorch'd with the intenſe Heat of the 

ire; nor had che Soul of Laxarus a Elnger to dip 

in Water; and could a Drop of Water quench 

thoſe ſuppoſed Flames of Hell? That Diſcourſe, 

therefore; viſibly appears to have been Figurative z' 

and when Tertullian, St. Cbryſoſſom, and Ori- 
gen, believed It to be a rea] Hiſtory, that Diverſity of 

Sentiments ſerves to prove the Obſcurity of the Mat- 

ter, and to induce Us to canvaſs the Myſtery of It. 
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ARTICLE XI. 


Second Anfier to the preceding Objetion by | 
" Explication. OOO 


E have already explained, that, as there are 
Y Y two Sortsof Grace for the Salvation'of Man- 
kind, viz. the, Grace of Redemption and the Grace 
of Superbundance, there are likewiſe two Sorts of 
Eternal Happineſs 3 One, that anſwers to the Grace 
of Redemption; and another, that anſwers tothe Grace 
of Superabundance, which merits the Reward of 
Virtue. Jeſus Chriſt has redeem'd all Men; but 
all are not bleſs'd with the Grace of Superabun- 
dance; and one certain Mark, that the laſt Judg- 
ment will be on the good, or ill Uſe, of the Grace of 
Superabundance, is, that in that place of St. Mat- 
thew, where. Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks of that Judgment, 


He ſays Nothing of the Sins of Thoſe He con- 
demns; He mentions only their Want of Virtue, 7 - 


was thirſty, and You gave Me no Drink, &c. in- 
tending We ſhou'd underſtand, that the Old-Man, 
the natural Man, the Body of Sin, not having had 
any Participation in the Grace of Redemption, nor 
in That of Superabundance, and retaining the Con- 


demnation he receiv'd for the Sin of Adam, ſtill 


ſubſiſts on his Part, and makes it not neceſſary he 
ſhould fall under the Sentence of the Laſt Judgment, 
but for his Want of all Virtue, which is incompa- 


tible with him, and includes Him in that Sentence; 


and, conſequently, can let him have no Portion in 
the Grace of Jefus Chriſt. bat Communion hath 

Light with Darkneſs? 2 Cor. vi. 14. | 
But, to ſet this Anſwer in It's full Light, and to 
ſhew evidently to whom the Words of that King 
are 
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are directed, « Go ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire, 
Mien mult be look'd on, as we have already obſerv- 


ed, in two. diff rept Lights ; in one, They aſpire to 
Heaven in Jeſus Ch in the other, They cleave 
faſt to the Earth in Adam. The ſpiritual Man, and 


the Natural Map, thoſe/two. myſtical Perſonalities, 


are ſo blended in every. Individual of human Nature, 
that They cannot, during this Life, be ſeparazed 
but in Idea. Each of theſe two Men has his View 
and pe ms; the One ſe only temporal H: 
* and ſenſual, Pleaſures, he File no * Reliſh for 


Gar 
"calls, the, Old-man, the Body of Sin, the Body of 
5 whom we muſt put off with all his Deeds; 
| us that Jou put. 0 the Old-man with his Deeds, 
| and from whom he prayed to de de- 
lip 25 Joall deliver | me from the Body of this 
55 24. But the New- man, the In- 
e the. Th ricual-man, is be, who, being 
made alive in Jeſus Chriſt, cannot be led away by 
the. Dcluſions + of the Oſd-man; He ſtands his 
Atacks, he feels abs, Biggs of Them, without ap- 
proving Them; and, he laments to find himſelf fo 
inclin'd to the Se of the Old- many, for which 
he has ſuch an Averſion 

4 has. Made that Fer the Cauſe of the 

Combatings of T hoſe we call the' Righteous; That 


/ ſuch who live in the Practice of choſe Virtues the 


oral of Superabundauce inſpires Them with. It is 
. by, race, They: triumph over the Corruption 
| ati 1 d. man, and bis Devices; and ſo derive their 


ou Ar their Happineſs, from their Enemies. 
8 feeling in himſelf this 10 ae Ho 
O lan, 8 to be deliver'd from It. He look 

on ch urement of that Corruption as a Meſſen- 


ger of Satan that bufferted him, and which he, ſeve- 


ral Times, 


uy the. Lord that It might depart 
| from him: Bur God 


0 law, that thoſe — 
12 


to Heaven: It is he, whom St. Paul 
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of the Old-man would: be ſo far from .prevailing 
againſt this Apoſtle, that they would be advantage- 
ous to him, by the Victories they would procure 
him, did not think fit to grant his Requeſt, ſatisfy- 
ing himſelf to ſay to him, my Grace is ſufficient for 
Thee. There was given me a Thorn in the Fleſb, 
the Meſſenger of Satan to buffet me.. For this 
Thing 1 beſought the Lord thrice, that it might de- 
part from me; ahd He ſaid unto me, my Grace is 
15 ufficient for thee, 2 Cor. xii. 7. As if God had 
faid to him, be not diſmay'd at the Operations of the 
Old-man in thee; Thou art not ignorant, that my 
Grace of Redemption has freed thee from Diſquiet 
on that Account; my Graceof Superabundance, to 
merit the Reward Thou laboureſt for, © ſhall not be ta- 
ken from thee, for thy Zeal in reſiſting his Deluſions. 
It is not, therefore, the Man made alive in Jeſus 
Chriſt, the New-man, the Inward: man, who fins 
in us; it is the Old-man, the Natural- man. the 
Earthly-man. Thoſe Sins rebound on htm; and not 
on us, who are redeem*d by Jeſus Chriſt, But be- 
cauſe it would be difficult 4 explicate theſe/ Myſte- 
ries, and theſe Combats againſt the Operations of the 
Old-man, fo clearly as St. Paul has done in the ſe- 
venth Chap. of his Epiſtle to the Rom. We ſhall 
tranſcribe him, Ow for Word, from Ver. 14. 
to Ver, 4. of Chap. 8. 
Ver. 14. For we know that the T.aw is ſpiritual 
but Iam carnal, ſold under Sin. 
15. For that which I do, I allow not; for what 
T7 would, that do I not; but what I bate, that do J. 
16, If thew I do that which { would wy I conſent 
' eto the Law, that it is good. 
17. Now then, it is no more I that a #, but Sin 
that dwelleth in me. 

18. For I know, that in me (that is, in my Fleſh) 
dwelleih no good Thing; for to will is preſent with me, 
but bow to perform that "which is good, 1 find not. 

| 3 | 19. For 
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109. For the Good that I would, I do not; but the 
_ Evil which I Would nor, that Ido. 

20. Noe, if I do that I would not, it is no more I 
that do it; but Sin, ibat dwelleth in me. 

21. [find then a Law, bas when I do Good, Roi 
is preſent with me. + "II 

22. For I delight in the Law of God, after the Ia. 
ward-man. 

23. But I ſee aintbed Law in my Amden; WAN. 
ring aguin the Lau f my Mind, and bringing me 
into Captivity to the Low of Sin, which is in my 
Members. 

24. O wretched Man that Lam, who hall deliver 
me from the Body of this Death! ' 

25.'T thank God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Fo then, with the Mind I myſelf orve the Law of God; 
but with the Fleſh, the Law of Sin. 

Chap. viii. ver. 1. There is therefore nom no Con- 
demnation to them which are in Chrift Jeſus, who 
walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. 

2. For the Law of the Spirit of Life, in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, bath mage me free neg ' Do of Sin, and 
Death. - 

3: Fir ks the Law could not FY in that it was 
weak ' through the Fleſh, God ſending his own Son, in 
Likeneſs of jinful Fleſh, and for Sin condemn'd Sin in 
the Fleſh: 

4. That the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be ful- 
rd, in us, Who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the 
Spirit. 

"What can be added to theſe words of St. Paul? 
And do ve not perceive ourſelves arriv*d at the Un- 
folding of the Myſtery ? Do we not ſee a Diſtinction 
perfectly ſettled between Sin, that is, between the 
Man of Sin who is in us, and the Spiritual Man, 
who is alſo in us, and who diſapproves of the 
Wickedneſs perpetrated by the Old-man, that An- 
tichriſt, that Son of Perdition, that Meſſenger of 
ke | | Satan, 
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Satan, ever oppos'd to the Spiritual Man, whom 
Jeſus Chriſt has form d in us? It is, I ſay, this Old- 


man who, atthe Laſt Judgment ſhall receive a dread- 

ful Sentence; and who, With Death and Hell, ſhall 

be caſt into the Lake of cine; 
0 


. ae of. Fire; becauſe his Name 
was not written in the Book of Life. ,..4nd. whoſo- 
ever was not found written.in the Boot of Life, was 
caſt into the Lake of Fire, Rev. xx. 15; For then 
he ſhall be entirely ſeparated from the New- man. 
They were ſown together; but they, ſhall be. ſepara- 
ted; One ſhall enter into Heaven; the Other, ſhall 
periſh for ever, and be overwhelm'd with Maledic-. 
tions; that the Grace of Redemption. may tri- 
umph, and that the Law of God may be juſtified. 
This plain, and natural Explication, expreſsly ta- 
ken from St Paul, readily reconciles all the Paſlages 
of the Holy Scripture that ſeem to be contradictory 
on this Head, of the Salvation of all Men. It is ca- 
ſily comprehended, u i Sate 
1. How Jeſus Chriſt is the Saviour of the World. 
2. How he came to ſave Souls, and not to deſtroy 


them; and, notwithſtanding that, how many chuſe 


the Way of Perdition, through the broad Path that 
leads to it. r f ammegg 
3. How he died for all; and yet that all are not 
equally benefited by the Graces he brought them. 
4 How he ſhall, at the laſt Day, call the Righ- 
teous, the well Beloved of his Father; and how he 


ſhall execrate the Wicked. : 


To unfold all this, is to diſtinguiſh between, the 
ſpiritual and Inward-man, and the natural- and Car- 


nal- man. The good, or che ill Uſe of che Grace of 


Superabundance fixes the Difference that ſhall be 
found, among the Elect, in Heaven, from thoſe who 


have had only the Grace of Redemption; for ſays 


St. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 40, &c. The Glory of theCeleftial 

is one, and the Glory of the Terreſtrial is another, There 

is one Glory of the Sun, and another Glory of the — 
| an 
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and another Glory: the Stars, one Star differeth 
from another Shari Glory. d is the Refurreaiow 


of ibe Dead; I is ſownt in as en In- 


cor 
Body, it is raiſed a ſpiritital Body. 

"Al this- is gar ror The Difference of 
the Glory of the Stars, by the different Degrees of 
Happineſs Men fhall have in Heaven; The Change 
of the Nature of the Body at the Reſurrection, by 
the Separation of the Old-man from the New. 

There are many called, but few choſen ; that is, 
that all are called, to labour to acquire the Grace of 
Superabundance, and to make a good Ute of it. 
That is the Talent given us to improve. That is 
the Vineyard, whither the Maſter of the Houſe call'd 
the Labourers, ſome of them ſooner, ſome later; 
but few anſwer to that Call, and few receive the Hap- 
pineſs appointed for thoſe who have profited by 
the Grace of Superabundance, the Recompence of 
their Labours. As this Ha is a Species of 
eternal Life greatly exalted above thoſe who are not 
admitted to it, we may, tho* not with exact Pro- 
priety, call Death the Privation of this Lite. 


A Remnant [of Jrael] ſhall be ſaved. That is, 


there was but a ſmall Number of the Jewiſh Nati- 
on, who, having acknowledged Jeſus Chriſt to be 


the Meſſias, have profited by the Grace of Super- 
abundance, which he beſtows on thoſe who faith- 


fully ſerve him, to elevate them afterwards to the 


Happineſs that anſwers to the Merit of that Grace. 
Nevertheleſs, all ae! ſhall be ſaved by the Grace 
of Redemption. By this ſee, how eaſily all Diffi- 

culties, ih reconciling the ſeeming n in 


Scripture, are ſolved by this Hypotheſia. 
The fourth Objectian. 


- St. Paul, in the iſt Epiſt. to the c. ſays, Be 


not deceived; neither Fornicators, nor Idolatert, nor 
Adulterers, 


by | 


ie loan] he Mop I's Jn e 


=” 
. 
LE — 2 p _—_ _—_—____ wo — — —— 
— ̃ —x 2 22 —— u— > —— - — 


66 HEAVEN OPEN 
Adulterers, ſhall inberit the Kingdom of God, Chap. 
&c. Galat. he ſays, Now tbe Works of the \ 
Fil are are manifeſt, which are theſe ; Adultery, For- 
_ nication, Uncleanneſs, &c. of the which 7 tell you + 
before, as 1 have told you in Time paſt, that raves which. 
do ſuch Things ſhall nat inherit the Kingdom of God, 
Galat. v. 19. In an Infinity of Places, the holy 1 
Scripture ſpeaks in the ſame Manner; and, conſe- 


quently, thoſe who. commit thoſe Crime ſhall not 
be ſaved. 3s 


Anſiwer. 2 

To anſwer to this Objection, we would have it 
ä obſerved, that St, Paul lays it down as a Principle, 
that Foraication, Adultery, Idolatry, &c. are the 
Works of the Fleſh, and that that Fleſh cannot in- 
heric the Kingdom of God. Becauſe Fleſh and Blood 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. Now it muſt be 
underſtood what St. Paul means by Fleſh and Blood. 
To fay, that he means human Fleſh and Blood, 
or human Body, wou'd be to oppoſe Faith, which 
inſtructs us that the Bleſſed ſhall riſe again in their 
own Fleſh, and in their own Bodies; and that that 
Body, and that Fleſh ſhall go into Heaven. And 
th# after my Skin Worms ſhall deſtroy this Body; yet 
in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God, Job xix. 26. Tis that 
likewiſe the Apoſtles Creed ſays, J believe the Reſur- 
rection of the Fleſh, that which we call the Body.—- 
Does it not therefore appear that St. Paul calls that 
the Fleſh, which we call the Old- man? Jeſus.Chrift 
meant the ſame when he ſaid to St. Peter, Fleſh and 
Blood hath not revealed to thee. ) 

We fay therefore that Jeſus Chriſt and St. Paul, 
ſpeaking of the Fleſh, meant the Old-man z and 
when St. Paul ſaid, Thoſe who do the Works of the 
Fleſh ſhall not inherit the K ingdom of Heaven, 
he meant that the Old-man ſhall not inherit it 3 
and 'tis that which we alſo maintain: For who is 4s 

w 


». 


1 ae | op. 
who does a Works of the Old-man? Tr may be 

ſaid, in ſome Meaſure; that, implicilly, they are the 
Works of human Nature: bot, detiominatively, ot 
the Old- man. It is from him they derive their 
Wickedneſs it is he, WhO brings forth the Fruit of 
them; ſo, in him, it is that they incur Condemna- 
tion; but that hinders not, that Man created in 
Jeſus Chriſt, the New- man, ' ſhould inherit Heaven, 
in Virtue of the Grace of Redemption; tho, becauſe 
of the wicked Actions the Old-man produces in 
him, he has no Portion in the Fruit of the Grace 
of ne goa eee 


The fftb Objeftor. 


Is it not wo open the Dbo# to a licentivas Life, 
and to ſubvert all Morality; to ſay, that a Man's 
Sins do not prevent his being ſaved? For, if they 
do not, why did Jeſus Chriſt preach Repentance, 
and ſend his Apoſtles with Orders to preach bis 
Goſpel to all Men? Why 'did.the Apoſtles, and 
particularly St. Paul, undergo ſo much Trouble, 
and Labour? and why did the Martyrs rather! | 
chuſe to Macrifice their Lives, chan _ 2 Grain 
of Incenſe to an Idol? + + 

It would, beſides, follow frond ities chat the 
Libertines would be more excuſable than they are 
repreſented to be; for, whatever they may do, they 
are aſſured of Heaven by the Grace of Redemption ; ; 
and if the Fear of eternal Puniſhment,” with Which 
they are threatened, ſhould not reſtrain them; to what 

a height of Enormity would they not bring them- 
ſelves, if they imagined they had nothing to fear 
for the next Life? Conſcience would become an 
uſeleſs Furniture; principally to ſuch who have 
nothing to apprehend in this World; or who can 
fatter themſelves with impunity of the Crimes they 
—_ commit. 

K Anſwer 


6 HEAVEN OPEN 
| Auſwer. 


This Objection which, ikea Face of is, 
dazzles the Eyes, has noching in it that is ſolid. 


Far from opening the Door to an irregular, or li- 1 


centious Lite, by our Hypotheſis, it cannot but 
incline, and, as it were, urge Men to live only * 
for God, on a Principle of Love, and Acknowledg- 
ment ; God wills, that we ſhould love him; that 
is the Fire Jeſus Chriſt came to bring upon 
Earth, and which he would every where kindle, 
God would not be ſerved from mere Fear; but 
from Love. Sin is our Enemy, which eſtranges 
us from God; and Jeſus Chriſt has deſtroyed Sin, 
- that we may ſerve him without Fear, being deli- 
vered from the Hands of that Enemy. That, with. 
out Fear, being deliver d out of the * "of our 
Enemies, we may ſerve bim. 

We ought, therefore, now to ſerve him, as a 

Father, who has manifeſted to us ſuch 

great Proofs of his tendernefs, in giving his only Son 
to be our Deliverer, and in aſſuring us of Heaven, 
notwithſtanding the Geatneſs of our range mw 
whereof we continually perceive the Effects. If 
Thing can deſtroy Morality, incline Men to Rave. 
mity, and to an Indifference for God, it is, to re- 

reſent a God ſo gracious, and ſo merciful, as ſome 
ra untaught in the Ways of God, do z who 
ſpeak of him, as of a Being cruel, and barbarous, 
ever on the Catch to find us culpable, on Purpoſe 
to deſtroy us, and who ſometimes damns Men 
eternally for one ſingle Fault that we, who are 
carried away by our Paſſions, would not puniſh a 
Servant for, with a Blow. It happens from theſe 
Declamations, that they imprint more or leſs, much 
dread of Puniſhment, but nothing of Love for God, 
the? it be Love that he requires of us. | 


Bun 


But, in our Hypotheſis, who is the Man ſo wicked, 
ſo abandon'd to Sin, and Enormity, that will not 
love a God, who, to render him happy, has not ſpar'd 
his own Son, and aſſured us of eternal Felicity, 
notwithſtanding the Corruption in which the Sin of 
Adam has plunged all Men? What could God do 
more acceptable to us, and more affecting to beget 
our Love, than to cancel all our Sins by the Sufferings 
of one Man, (his Chriſt,) and, in him, to provide 
us with the Means even of augmenting an ineſti- 


mable Happineſs ? Theſe are Bounties of incom- - 


ſible Price: But, however unproportioned the 
locution of the ableſt Orator may be to this Sub- 


ject, the Diſplay of the Greatneſs of the infinite 


Benefits which the Mercy of God has appointed 


for us in our Redemption, will always be Motives 
more powerful to affect the Hearts of the moſt 


harden'd, than the terrifying Pictures of the moſt 
rigorous Jud of God. A little Reflection 
will evince, that he who will not be affected with 
the Extent of the Kindneſs of God, and induced by 
Gratitude to love him, will never be excited to Virtue 
dy a ſervile Fear, which has no Merit with God. 
The royal Prophet fays, indeed, The. Fear of the 
we of Wiſdom But that is a filial 


Lord is rhe begimi 
Fear, more apprehenſive of diſpleaſing a good Fa- 


ther, than of Chaſtiſement for the Offences he may 


commit. 2 i 2 
A very natural Obſervation here preſents itſelf, 


to inſtruct us very feelingly, that thoſe who, on all 


Occaſions, draw fuch terrible Portraits of the Juſtice 
of God, and thereby to oblige Men to ap- 
ly themſelves to the Work of their Salvation, are 
ittle acquainted with the Human Heart. In hat- 


ever Situation, in whatever Condition, Men are, the - 
is ever a much more 


Deſire of becoming Happy 


powerſul Incentive than the Fear of being Unbappy, 


to prompt them to Application, and to the moſt. 
b * Kr ö difficult 
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difficult Enterprizes. The Soul, which allwiſe che- 
riſhes a Sentiment that it was created for Happi- 
neſs, tends ardently towards the Means of arriving 
at it, as ſoon as they are made perceptible to it; 
whereas it is but faintly ſtruck with the Menaces of 
eternal Infelicity. If, however, thoſe Menaces make 
Impreſſions enough on it to ſet it at Work, it en- 
deavours in vain to deceive itſelf, in diſguiſing the 
true Motives of its Actions; it is very ſenſible of 
the little Merit of all that it does from Fear; be- 
cauſe all that is rather extorted, than natural, and 
voluntary. | N 
The Ambition to attain an high Reputation, an 
the Deſire of Glory, make more Heroes, than the 
fear of being thought Cowardly, or of being degra- 
ded, excites of the Puſillanimous to perform heroick 
Actions. The Fearfulneſs of theſe laſt leads them 
ever unwillingly to the Field of Battle, In vain do 
they endeavour to perſuade themſelves that it is 
Courage that directs their Steps; they feel ſtrongly 
within themſelves, that it fails them; and that the 
fear of Diſhonour, or of Puniſhment, for their Irre- 
ſolution, has more Share in the Exploit they are 
engaged in, than the Love of their Country, or 
the Glory of the Prince they ſerve. Thus, the 
Conſideration of the different degrees of Happineſs 
to be acquired in Heaven, in urging ourſelves to 
obtain them, will, according to our Hypotheſis, 
make more Impreſſion on the Minds of the greateſt 
Libertines, than all the Menaces of the Pains of 
Hell, with which they are but ſlightly moved. 

But now, if it ſhould happen that ſome malig- 
nant Cavillers ſhould contemn and mal-treat the 
Doctrine contained in this Syſtem, would that be 
a valid Reaſon for rejecting it? What is more ſacred 
than the Law of God, the holy Scripture, and the 
Sacraments? Muſt they be ſuppreſſed, becauſe, a a 
thouſand and a thouſand times, the gage x | 
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the Old-man has profaned them? If God had not 
given us his Law, Men would not have been accu- 
ſable of any Sin. St. Paul plainly ſnews us fo, in 
his Epiſtle to the Rom. But Sin is not imputed, 
when there is no Law: Chap. v. 13. andelſe-where 
he ſays, I had not known Sin but for the Law. And 
yet the infinite Number of Sins God well knew 
Men would commit, in breaking the Law, hindred 
him not to promulgate it to them becauſe the Law 
is good; and the Abuſe of it by come ought not to 
hinder that which is good in itſelf to ſubſiſt. As 
much may be ſaid of this Treatiſe: For, either the 
proofs that ſupport it, are true, or they arefalſe; if 
they are true, then it is needleſs to regard the Difficul- 
ties that may ariſe from it, ſince Truth eſtabliſhes it. 
Difficulties are not the Effect of a Truth proved; 
but-of the Corruption of Nature, and of the Old- 
Man, which abuſes every Thing; the Difficulties, 
therefore, muſt be laid aſide; and the Truth, taught 
in this Hypotheſis, received. But if, on the con- 
trary, the Proofs brought for it are falſe, let the 
Weakneſs of them be ſhewn, confuted, and abo- 
liſhed. That is what cannot be done; if, baniſhing 
all Prepoſſeſſions, and the Spirit of Contention, our 
Oppoſers will deal candidly, and reaſon fairly. 
Till then, we are in full Poſſeſſion of the following 
Argument. 8 : 
A Syſtem ought to be received, which is grounded 
on the holy Scripture, and ſuggeſted by Reaſon, 
which contradicts no Deciſion of the Church; which 
preſerves all the Practices of Religion; which keeps 
up all the higheſt Ideas we have of God; which. 
leads us to love him, and ſerve him; and which fills 
all Mankind with Conſolation : But ſuch is the pre- 
ſent Syſtem ; therefore, it ought to be embraced by all. 
The firſt Propoſition is inconteſtable, or we have 
no more any Teſtimony, any Rule, any Principle, 
whereby to know what is orthodox, | Sn | 
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| the Objetionsz there remains then nothing, but to 


digeſt the Concluſion, and to apply it. 
But we return, in the meantime, tothe Obj eQion; | 
We ſay that Jeſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, — 


| Repentance, and expounded the Law, that Men 
might obey it, might — by the Grace of _ | 


abundance, and that knowing, the Obligation 

had to their Deliverer, by — ſight of the — 
tion from which he has freed them, they might 

Labour to put on the New-man, and to ſhew it, in 

their Works, by the practice of the Virtues of Jeſus 


Chriſt, who is the Original of that New-man; as 
he has manifeſted to us by his Doctrine, and Exam- 


ple: 'Tis to that St. Paul exhorted the faithful Corin- 


 thians, and, in their Perſons, all Others. The firft 


Man is of 'the Earth, earthy ; the ſecond Man is 


_ the Lord from Heaven. As is the Earthy, ſuch are 


they alſo that are Earthy , and as is the Heavenly, ſuch 
arethey alſo that are Heavenly. And as we have borne' 
the. Image of the Eartby, we ſhall alſo bear the 


Image of the Heavenly. Now this I (ay, Bretbren, 


that Fleſp and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of 
Cod; neither doth Corruption inherit Incorruption 
I, Cor. xv. 47 Se. It viſibly appears, by theſe 
Words, that St. Paul, by Fleſh and Blood, and 
by Cort ruption, meant the Old- Man; becauſe the 
Saints, at 2 Reſurrection, ſhall be cloathed with 
Fleſh and Blood; (as we have ſeen before,) and yet 
ſhall inherit the Kingdom of Gd. 

St. Fane” and. the other Apoſtles, labour'd not 
needleſsly z if they did not, why, in their Admoni- 
tions to the Chriſtians, ſhould they preſs them, 
beſides their having the Charity of Jeſus Chriſt, to 
be uſeful. to their Brethren, in inſt them in 
abun- 
s of the 
— 


dance? Moreover, knowing the G 
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Happineſs God would grant to Thoſe who ſhould 
improve that Grace, They were very intent to 

acquire It tor. Themſelves, as being of fo ineſti- 
mable a Price, that all the ſufferings in this Life 
were not worthy to be compared with It: That iz 
what St. Paul ſays to the Romans: For 1 reckon 
that the Sufferings of this Time are not worthy o 
be compared with the Glory which ſhall be reveaPd 
to us, Chap, yu. 18. and, in the following Verſes. 
be ſhews, that all Men hope for that Glory, and 
ought to deliver themſelves. from the Bondage of 
the Old-man, who would deprive chem of the 
Happineſs which anſwers to the Grace of Superu- 
Bundance. | i | RES 
We ſee, at the fame Time, whether the Liber- _ 
tines have Reaſon to be pleaſed with their Obſti- 
nacy in their Enormities: For either They believe 
the Holy Scripture, or they do not believe it; 
if They do believe It, They muſt own, that, by 
their Sins, They fruſtrate T hemſelves of a Happi- 
neſs They would merit, if They lived as They 
ought; God offers it to Them, and invites Them 
to accept It, by oy in the State of the Grace 
of Superabundance ; ſo that their Ingratitude is 
dreadfully monſtrous! They need only be made 
ſenſible of It, to abhor it. 1f They have any Genius, 
or Diſcernment, their manner of Life muſt fill 
Them with Horror, If, on the other Hand, They 
do not believe the Holy Scripture, of what Uſe 
are all the Threatenings of Hell and eternal Puniſh- 
ments to ſuch who believe nothing of Them? 

But you will ſay, -— There is no Occaſion then 
to talk any more to Men of Hell, e. 

I anſwer; yes, there is: But ſo, as to make Them 
comprehend the Goodneſs, and Mercy, -of God, 
who has delivered Them from It, and the Obliga» 
tion They owe to their Redeemer, who ſuffered, 
for that End, the Puniſhment They were ſubject 
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ro, by the Corruption They have contradted in the | 


| Sin of Adam. bunt bod a unn n 
Princes, and the Great, who. — tectivud 
moſt from God, have too the more Obligation to 
love him; and, in ſerving Him, to make a tight 
Uſe of the Grace of Superabundanco. Their In- 
de. would be ſo much the greater, if They 
d. abuſe It; and beſides, that, after having 
been of the firſt Rank in this World, They would 
ſee Themſelves of the common Claſs in the next, 
it would ſtill. further follow, that They would, 
even in This, be obnoxious to Chaſtiſements, Ad- 
verſities, Troubles and Afflictions, that would cover 
Them with Confuſion in this Life, and render their 
Memory odious after their Deaths. 

Conſcience is not, therefore, an uſeleſs Furniture; 
for, in reproaching us with our Sins, It puts us in 
mind of the Obligation we have to Jeſus Chriſt, 
for having recovered us from Corruption, by ſuffer- 
ing, Himſelf, what we ought to have ſuffered'; and 
the ſame Conſcience, dictating to us the Ways of 
Truth, points out to us the Means of Rn 'by 
the Grace of nee, 


© * * 
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2 2 BET The . ſixth Oljedtion. My Wo 
4 will be further ſaid; If che Old- man, and the 
New-man be ſo blended in every Individual of 
human Nature, that they cannot be ſeparated in this 
Life, with what Conſcience can a Man be con- 
: demn'd 


* 
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demn'd to Death for a Crime committed? The 
Ne. man would be condemn'd, as guilty of an Ace- 
tion of the Old- man. Is not that to put the Inno- 
cent to Death with the Culpable? And how could 

St. Paul cut off from the Church, and deliver up to 

Satan, the inceſtuous Corinthian, ſeeing that Man 

appertain'd to Jeſus Chrift, by the Grace of Redemp- 

tion? It would ſeem, therefore, that thoſe who are 
Criminal have perfectly defaced in them the Image 
of the New-man, by their Crimes; for it ſeems not 
. poſſible that even Judas had preſerv'd that Image, 
fince Jeſus Chrift: ſaid of him, that it had been bet- 
ter for him if he had never been born. 


; Anſiwer. 


It. muſt. be conſider*d, that Men, beſides the Re- 
lation they have to God, have allo a Relation to one 
another; becauſe they form together a Society, or 
Civil Body. Now that that Society ſhou'd ſubſiſt, 
Ir muſt be govern'd by Laws. Every People con- 
ſtitute their own Laws, and compoſe a diſtinct 
Civil Community ; and every Member of that Com- 
munity is bound to obey It's Laws, under the Pena!- - 
ties appointed by Them againſt ſuch who dare infringe 
Them. This Diverſity of Laws, aud ef People, 
is the Reaſon that, in one Nation, They puniſh, 
with Juſtice, an Action that, in another, would ap- 
pear to deſerve a Reward. It is only againſt the 
Old-man, that the Laws were eſtabliſhed, and not 
againſt the Inward, the New- man, who allwiſe 
purſues what is right. It is, ſays St. Paul, againſt + 
the Licentious, the Ungodly, Thieves, Fornicators, 
the Unclean, &c. that the Law is, but the New- 
man is ſubje& to temporal Puniſhments which the 
Old- man draws on him; becauſe they are inſepara- 
ble in this Life; and That is what the New-man 
laments, who deſires to be delivered from the 
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Body of Death, and from the Old- man. He cannot 
be ſeparated from him in this Life, becauſe there 
would no more be living, and ſufficient Proofs of 
the infinite Corruption of all Nature; It is, there- 
fore, that no Injuſtice is done to the New-Man by 
puniſhing the Old- man with Death, who has in- 
curred It by an Infraction of the Law; and the 
New-man has fo much leſs Rea ſon to complain of 
It, as, by that Death, he recovers his Liberty, and 
finiſhes his Bondage. 

Thus, St. Paul had Resſon to excommunicate 
* inceſtuous Corinthian; for, if he had not done 
ſo, that ſhameful Inſtance would have been taken 
by thoſe: People, newly converted to the Faith, 
for an Action of the New-man; and Every one 
would have believed he had an Authority to do as 
He did; it was neceſſary, therefore, in condemning 
Him, to make it appear that That Action was of 
the Old- man,. that it might not be apprehended, 
that he who had committed It would profit by the 
Grace of Superabyndauce ; neither did St, Paul cut 
off that incontinent Perſon from the Number of the 
Faithful, but that the Old-Man ſhould die in him, 
For the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the Spirit 

might be ſaved, 1 Cor, v. 

It is very certain, that it had been better for Judas 
to have died in his Mother's Womb ; for he would 
not then have abuſed the Grace of $! uperabundance, 
by the heinous Freaſon he committed, which'drew 
on him a ſhameful Death, and the Execratioh of 
all good Men. Juſt ſo, it had been better for thoſe 
Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks of in St. Matthew, that a Mill- 
Stone had been faſtened about their Necks, and that 
They had been caſt into the Sea; becaule, as 
St. Clement, and many other Martyrs laid after- 
wards, who ſuffer'd by the ſame Death, It was not 

for them to give Scandal to their Brethren, by 
an Action of the Old-man, © 
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The ſeventh Objettian 


But it will be ſaid; The Old- man is only an 
Entity of che Imagination, which nothing real can 
be ſaid of; but the Terms, in the Holy Scripture, 
applied to the Damn'd, are very real, and ſignifi- 
cant; all be tormented Day and Night, ſor ever 
and ever, Revelation xx. 10. St. Peter ſays, and 10 
reſerve the Unjaſt unto the Day of Judgment, ta be - 
Puniſhed, 2 Peter li. 9. Jeſus Chriſt; in St. Mark, 
_ ſpeaking of Hell, fays, where their Worm dieth 

not, and the Fire is not quenched ;\ for every One 
Hall be ſalted with Fire, Chap. ix. 48. 49. 1/aiab 
had ſaid the fame Thing. Their Worm ſhall not 
die, neither ſhall their Fire be quenched. | 


Anſwer, by Retorting. "_ 


If the Old-man be an Entity of the Imagination, 
Death alſo muſt be an Entity of the ſame Kind. How 
comes it then, that St. Paul ſays,” Death was de- 
ſtroyed without Remedy? and that, apoſtrophizin 
Death, he ſays, O Grave? where is thy Vittory © 
Death, where is thy Sting ? Does One ſpeak fo of 
Entities of the Imagination? The fame Apoſtle had 
ſaid, ſome Verſes, before, The laſt Enemy the ſhall 
deſtroy, ſhall be Death. 1/aiah, ſpeaking of God, 
ſays, He will ſwallow up Death in Victory, Chap. 
xxv. 8. God ſays, by the Mouth of Hoſea, O Death, 
Iwill be thy Plagues; O Grave, I will be thy De- 
ſtruction, Chap. xiii. 14. Now, to be deſtroycd 
without Remedy, to have Victory, and a Sting, 
to be ſwallowed up, are not they real Goods, and 
real Evils? Yet the Scripture, ſpeaking in the Per- 
ſons of God, of the Prophets, and Apoſtles, im- 
res them to what we call Entities of the Imagi- 


nation ; but that Imputation proves not the py 
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of the Subſtance of Death. The ſame is to be ſaid 
ol the Conſequence deduced in the Objedtion, 
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Tho the Anſwer, by Retorting, is more than 
ſufficient to ſilence Our e yet as this 
Objection is merely Cavil, and a ſort of logical 
Bickering; and as it may not be amiſs to ſhew 
that this Syſtem is able to defend Itſelf againſt Attacks 
of all Kinds, we ſhall here, ſtill give an Anſwer in the 
fame Stile with the Objection; and I hope the Reader 
will forgive me, if 1 make ule of the ſame Jargon 
of certain Terms the School- men have invented for 
a ſort of Conciſeneſs in their Expreſſions; and, for 

the moſt Part, Things we conceive but confuſedly; 
or rather that we conceive not at all, for want of 

clear Ideas of Thlñã mm. n 
We ſay, that between the Spiritual Man, the 
Man renewed in Jeſus Chriſt, and the Old-man, 
there is, at leaſt, an imaginary Diſtinction, which 
ſhall be called, as you will, virtual, intrinſick, or 
formal; for *tis certain, that theſe Terms, the Spi- 
ritual Man, the Inward Man, and the Natural Man 
or Old-Man, are not ſynonimous. The Mind finds, 
in'the fame Man, the Cauſe of the preciſe Diſtinc- 
tion It makes between thoſe two Terms, which 
St. Paul was ſo embagraſs'd to diſtinguiſh clearly, 
and to exhort ſtrongly the Faithful to put off the 
Old- man; but as he knew the Difference of Them, 
he diſtinguiſhed Them well, One from the Other; 
but that Diſtinction confuſedly underſtood, ſerves 
to give Occaſion of attributing Contradictions to 

Man. Tn Man, for Example, Animality, and Ra- 
tionality, are really the ſame Thing; and yet, be- 
cauſe, we ſay Rationality, as ſuch, ia Abſtracto, is 
not Animality i Alſtradto, that Diſtinction leaves 
us room to ay, a Man, an Animal, reaſons, 
and 
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and gbr dot Feaſon, ＋ hoſe" to two wu Pro- 
poſitions are no more To, if attributed to Man in a 


different my It is the ſame, of God; Paternity, 


and Innaſcibility, in the Divine Nature, are the ſame 
Thing; yer a virtual Diſtinction is ſufficient to let 
us ſay, that Paternity, and Innaſcibility are incom- 
municable, and Paternity begets, and the Divine 
Nature does not beget. 

Why then ſhould not that virtual Diſtinction 24 
tween che Old- man and the New-Man, be ſufficient 
for it to be ſaid of Each of Them in particular, ſuch 
a Orie, and mean It to be the Old-man who ſhall _ 
be condemr-'d, ſalted with Fire, gnaw'd by a, Worm 
that ſhal] never die, tormented Day, and Night, and 
be the Object of che Maledictions the Scripture, 
aſſigus to- the finful Man; nor does all That hinder 
but it may be ſaid of the ſame Man, that in as 
much as made alive in Jeſus Chriſt, he ſhall: not 
be damm d; but, on the contrary, that he ſhall be 
ſaved, and enjoy all the Benefits annexed to the 
Grate” of Redemption; and, over and above, all 
he ſhall merit by the Grace? of Superabundance; and, 
if he makes a good Uſe of that Grace, that It ſhall 
obtain for him a Degree of Happineſs, in Heaven, 
proportioned to his Merit, There is no Man This, 
may not be faid of; for J/aiab, in Ixvi. Chap. 
cited in the Objection, ver. 23. ſays, All Fleſh foall- 
come to worſhip before me, ſayeth the Lord. Further- 


more, read but all the Chapters entirely from whence 


the Paffiges in the Objection are taken, and it will be 
obvious that there is a Myſtery in the Stile of them, 
which, if underſtood according to the Letter, are 
quite againſt Thoſe who would ſerve Themſelves 
by them in the Senſe of the Objector; for 1 1 would 
follow: from them, that, after the laſt Judgment, 
there would be no more Torments in He l; becauſe 
there would be no more Day, nor Night, nor Years, 
nor Ages; There would be no more Time, 
a | would 
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would be conſummated, all abſorbed in Eternity; fo 
chat if the Damm d are tormented but for Ages, They 
will no longer be ſo, ſince there will be no more 
Time. Beſides, in the never-dying Worm, there 
is again a Myſtery; for \ 2zomodo? How can a 
pitiful Worm gnaw Souls that are Spiritual? and 
Fire ſalt Them ? \Miris, ſed 'veris Modis, wonder- 
fully! but truly. Let us admire, therefore, theſe 
Things, without pretending to explain them in a 
manner injurious to the Goodneſs of God, and to 
the Grace 'of Redempl iu. 
Indeed, we may ſay, by the Way, that jt is this 
wicked Quomodo, that has brought ſo many Con- 
troverſies into the Church; and that is the Cauſe that 
ſo many are bereft of the Grace! of Saperabundance. 
They would not have attempted to explicate Things 
inexplicable, and which ought to remain in the Sim- 
plicity of Faith, and in the pure Terms of the Evan- 
gelical Doctrine; but the Curioſity of the Old- man, 
m the Hereſiarchs, has ſhewn his Wickedneſs, or 
his Ignorance, in his Anſwers; and draws after him 
the third Part of the Stars to fix them to the Earth. 
When the Holy Virgin ſaid to the Angel; How 
all this be ? She aſk'd a Docter able to inſtruct 
Her; and her Acquieſcence, and Silence, were 
Proofs of her Submiſſion. It is not ſo with the 
Old- man; there never is an End of his Quomodos; 
he will, at all Hazards, Qae non aliquando Rates 
tranſiliant Lada. | 7 FE 
If Jeſus Chriſt, in the Parable of the Tares ſowed 
among the good Seed, would not have us underſtand, 
that the Tares, and the good Seed are in the ſame Man, 
inſeparable in this Life, would he have aid to his 
Angels, let Them come up together till the Harveſt ; 
teſt, while you gather the Tares, you root up alſo 
the Wheat? If they could be ſeparated, would it 
de unpracticable to puniſh a wicked Man with Death, 
without doing Wrong to the-jult one? But, becauſe 
; : They 
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They are blended in the ſame: Many: Jeſus Chriſt 
fays, Let tbem buth grow together until: the Harveſt 5 
and, inthe Time of Harveſt, I mill ſay tout Keapers, 
yo Jr together firſt: the Tares, and bind them' in 

Bundles to burn Them; but gather the Wheat; into 
my Barn, Matthew xiii. go. And Ver. 41. and the 
following One, The Son . May ſhail ſend forth 
His Angeli, and They ſpall _— out of Hit King- 
dom all Things that offend, .'and Them which ſhall 
do —— and ſball caſt them into a Furnace 7 
Fire. There ſhall be Mailing. and gnaſhing of Teeth. 
Then ſhall the Rigbteous ſbine forth as the Sun, in 
the Kingdom of their Hauber. Ale bath ne 10 
bear, let bim hear. 

Obſerve, Firſt,” that jeſos Crit had faid. — 
chat the good Sced he had ſõwed, Himſelf; and = 
the Tares were ſown by the Devil; - Secondly, That 

the Tares ſhall not be the Cauſe of the Lois o the 
Wheat ; but only, that they ſhall choak It, and 
render It unfruitful till the Time of the 2 
Thirdly, That, at the Time of the Harveſt ;. 
ſhall be ſeparated, the good Seed for — * and 
the Bad, for the Fire; yew that it ſhould not be 
thought, that the Wheat, and the Tares,, meant 
the good, and the bad Doctrine, Jeſus Chriſt ex- 
plains Himſelf at Ver. 38, That the Good Seed are 
the Children of © the Kingdom; but the: Tartu are the 
Children of the wicked One. | 
What then, now, is to be underſtood by the Sed 
of the Devil? Doubtleſs, That ſown by him. But 
has the Devil ſown Men's Souls? Has he ſown the 
Spiritual Man that is in Us? No certainly 3 he has 
only ſown Sin, Fontem Peccati, the Koot: of Sin; 
only the Luſt of the Fleſh and of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life: *Tis, therefore, that Seed of the 
Devil which ſhall be burnt. It is to make Us com- 
prehend That, that Jeſus Chriſt, in Ver. 41, which 
ve have quoted, ſays, that rhe "Angels ſpall * | 
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all Things that ond, an Them rat t a0 Ii. 
guity. That ds, che Old man, and all” his Deeds. 


They are Thoſe that mall be «bound in Bupdles, 
and caſt into the Fite. And, in Fine, that it might 


: 


Werde, Our Lord ſays preſently, bv barb Fare 
Arenen NR 

Add to This, that, Ver. 49. of the fame Chapter, 
Jeſus Chriſt further ſays, The Angeli ſball come forth,” 
and fever rhe wicked from amang the Faſt. Would, 
not He have' Us underſtand, that the wicked, .and 
the juſt, ſhall be 'compounded in the fame Indivi- 


not bo doubted that there was a Myſtery in the 


dual of every Perſon; and that, at that Time, 


They ſhall be ſeparated, the Good, that is to ſay, 
the ſpiritaal Man, ſhall be reſerved” for Heaven; 
the Wicked, that is, the Old- man, for Hell? For, 
otherwiſe, why ſhould he ſay, fevered? In q myſte- 
rious Diction, all the Words are to be weighed: It 
is again, in the ſame Senſe, that ſti}, in St. A farthe w, 
He ſays, Ther fall Two be in the Held, the One 
ſhall he thktn," and the Other left. That Field, is 
mortal Man; He who 'ſhall be left, ſhall be the 
Old-man. So, of the Two Perſons lying in the 
fame Bed; and of the two Women grinding at the 
fame Mill. Can what He fays, Ver. 50. of Chap. 
xxvi. be otherwiſe underſtood? The Lord of that Ser- 
vam ſball come in a Day when He  looketh nat for 
Him, and in an Hour when he is not ware of Him; and 


ſhall cut him aſunder; and appoint him bis Portion © 
ib the Hypocrites, What means that, hall cut 


bim tſunter, ſhall ſeparate him, or ſhall divide 
him, if not, that He ſhall ſeparate the Old- man 


from the New? He ſays clearly, One Part ſhall 


be ſent to their Portion with Hypocritesz but not 
one Word, in that Place, how he will diſpoſe of 
the other Part, of that Whole. It is obvious to 
comprehend It, if One examines what He 9 
n. | 3 nuate 
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Ginuatez dhe. M e ee e. | 
we to, profits of Gre 0 Supe IS 
ja Hong, El rk Ms That herein 
lis a Point of incompr 3: for how 
is it that God 120 i Epi Gees 1 the, 
Nev ? And. F man to 19 Xt after that 
Separation? 


* of Body, 
= N or imply o of an organiz d Body of That 


of | 
We anſwer, Firſt, That. St, Paul, perſo his. 
Objector > OS, to Himſelf a like Wellen How. 
are the Dead rai/e 74 „ Aud with what Body du 7. bey 
come? The Curious have only to ſee how St. Pau 
anſwers that Objection; and to remark, that he ex+ 
* this Myſtery 'by 10 Alluſion to a Thing na- 
WAL - ect 52301 6 gr 
We anſwer, Secondly, b Retarting, in aſki our, 
Ane ein. It, before by Jain a Syſtem — ic 
on the Holy. Scripture, and on Reaſon, it be,;abſo- 
lutely f to e 158. all the My- 
ſteries, and all the Points of M contained in 
that Syſtem? The Objectors — 78 uh on the Side 
of the Affirmative, without becoming ridiculous for 
what would become of Faith, which has noEvidence, 
and which inſtructs itſelf with Arguments of Cre- 
dibility? What would become of the Old = 
ſtem? Does That not contain more impenetrable 
Myſteries than the Separation of the Old. man from 
the New · man? Who can comprehend that a Being 
infinicely Good, and infinitely Wiſe, can determine ; 
with Himſelf to create Thirty Perſons, of what 
He infallibly ſees Twenty-nine ſhall be, damn'g 
Indeed, That will be their own Faults 3 but what 
of That? Would it not have been better for thoſe 
Twenty - nine Perſons to have reſled in Non- Entity, 
and ©. God had created only One? Wha can 
comprehend, that a God, infinitely Good, could x 
reſolve to render one — of His Creatur- 


unhappy 


_ 


82 HEAVEN OPEN 
unhappy for one ſingle wicked Thought, which be 
entertaimd but for a Moment; ſuch, ſuppoſe, as. a 
afr of his Salvation, an laſtant before his 
Deach, and that he ſhall be damm'd eternally, even 
tho rin had lived a hundred 3 before, in a Wu 
of Gires, % 551; 5t 95 

In fine, the Myſteries of hid Holy Tiinity! ' _ 
Incarnation.) are not They Things incomyrchenſible 
to Underſtandings limited as Ours are f Iss it only 
then the preſent Syſtem that is debarred from ha- 
ving any Points of Incomprehenſibility ?, If only 
ſuch is to be received as is comprehenſible by hu- 
man Capacity, is it not thereby perceived what Ad- 
vantage is given to the Infidels, againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion ? 

But it will till be aid, It is gtanted, we are 
obliged to receive the Incomprehenũbilities that oc- 
cur in the Old Syſtem; becauſe They are Myſteries 
which the Church declares to:be ſuch ; but ſhe does 
not offer to Us that of the Separation of the Old- 
man from the New ; therefore it is not err to 
recerve it. 

We anſwer to Thar, that indeed the Church does 
not expreſly declare to Us the Separation of the Old- 
man from the New- man; but it puts into our 
Hands the Holy Scriptures, in which we find all the 
Proofs of that Separation, as it reſults from what 
we have ſaid z' and as Reaſon ſupports what we have 
proved from Scripture. Beſides, it cannot be made 

appear that the Church has formally declared any 

hing againſt the Doctrine of this Syſtem. To 
interpret the Deciſions of the Church fob a. to 
the Idea we have of the infinite Goodneſs of God, 
we have only to examine well thoſe Deciſions in the 
old Syſtem, and to make a right Uſe of the Prin- 


a les we have ſettled in this Work, and the Truth | 


what we advance will be ſeen, For. Inſtance, in 
St. Athanaſia;*s Creed, which the Church has adopt- 
| ed, 
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ed, it is ſaid iu They abus baue une Gad, fbail go 
into Life dur a, Te tbat have done Evil, 
into rverlaſling One would think, nothing 
can be clearer than this Deciſion ; take it literally, 
and in the Striftneſs of Terms, almoſt, all Men 
ſhall be ſaved; becauſe ſcarce one, Who has not 
done ſome Works Good in chemſelves. On the 
other hand, behold all Men damm d; ſeeing there 
is not one Man YhO does not ſome Evil, and ſeeing 
the moſt Righteous, according to the Scripture, ſins 
ſeven Times a- Day; and yet nothing is more eaſy 
to be explained in Conformity to our Principles 3 
for what we call the Inward- man, the Spiritual man, 
who, by his Actions, has lived in the State of the 
Grace of Superabundance, ſhall be put in Poſſeſſion 
of the Happineſs that anſwers to that Grace; and, 
on the contrary, the Old- man, who has ſhewn no- 
tbiog but his Corruption, ſhall be ſent unto, Hell. 
What can be more natural, and more rational? 
We anſwer, "Secondly, That, to form an Idea of 
that Separation of the Old -· man from the Ne- man; 
and of the wonderful Change of Bodies, at the Re- 
ſurrection, we muſt, with St. Paul, caſt our Eyes on, 
what paſſes in Nature; and on what God has given 
us for an Image of that Reſurrection; for Things 
preſent are the Figures of the Future 
Obſerve then what diſplays Itſelf in the Silk- 
worm. That Animal, at It's Birth, only creeps; 
is naked; without Defence; and eats almoſt inceſ- 
fantly';' before It dies, It buries Itſelf in Its Work, 
dies in Its Tomb, and, after a certain Time, riſes 
into a Butterfly; It is numerically the ſame, Ani- 
mal; but no more like what It was; It no more 
creeps'y It flies in the Air; It is no more, naked, 
but cloathed with a fine Down; It feeds no more 
on the Leaves of Trees, but is nouriſhed. wich a ce- 
leftiat Liquor, which is the Dew of Heaven, no- 
thing remains in It of Ic's former, Inclinations, It is 
5 M 2 quite 
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quite changed) in a Word. nothing mort is found 
in 0 fe of the Silk - worm. than a Semblance ef It's 
old. Skin fur even from That H 1 fparated, in 
becoming a Botterffy. Ad verr Fl ns nner 
Me may, with Reaſon, ſay, that ſomething like: | 
This paſſes at tie ReſutreRtion.-A.Man:raiſed” 
again, ſhall be numerically the ſame Man; but his 
Qualitiesz and Iaclinations, ſnall be altogether dif- 
ferent; ſo, as the Silk · worm quits Its ſormer Skin, 
Mao. ſhall. leave the erde Quulities of his 
Body; for That Body which he ſhall have, after 
the Reſurrection, ſhall beripiritualized. It it fown- 
à natural Body, 1t all riſe a n . ſays 
St. Paul. iG Cds) 

Now, as it is in Favour of the natural Body, 
that the Soul is endued with a Quality for the Func- 
tions of Vegetative, and Senſitive, who knows: but 
thoſe Qualities ſhall. be ſeparated. from the Soul, to 

be left with) the corruptible Qualities of. the Body. 
compoſe. all, That which we call the Oldman ? 
For, after the Reſurrection, a Man's Body being 
ſpiritualized, and, conſequently, incapable of Dimi- 
nution, or Increaſe, of what Uſe to the Soul would 
be the Qualities of Vegetative, and Senſitive? And 
as the Siſk· worm, become a Butterfly, only carries 
with It the principal Qualities. of à Silk-worm, 
which are Vegetation, and Senſation, and leaves the 
more contemptible One's with It's former Skin; it 
may be too, that a Man's Soul, putting on again 
It's Body, fhall carry only It's principal Attributes 
and ſhall be purified from all Matter irrational, and : 
natura]. 10 jun $0 11 DILOV. 
| On the other Side, as 15 hey are dhe corruptible 
11 Qualities of the Body, and the natural Qualities of 
10 the Soul, that allure Men to ſenſible Good, and to 
1 all the Pleaſures of Senſe, which perhaps is the Rea- 
ſon. why the Scripture. gives Them the Name af 
Ant chriſt, the Beaſt &c. does it not appear to ban 
rationa 
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rational that He we has cben the Cauſe” of Sing 
ſhould be tht Oe uf the Wrath of God, apc. 
che | of Puniſhinent? Ir is in ch 
manner, an Idea may be form'd df the Separation 
that will be made between the Inwardemati; And t 
Old. man; wafting till it pleaſes God to unfold 
Myſtery to Us, in the text Life. But ſuch an 
Obſcurity as This, ought. not to beget a Rejection 
of a Syſtem, which excepting this Difficulty, eaſily 
explicates all Things; and in a manner more con- 
form to the Idea Sith infinite Goodneſs * God, 4 
and more: N to re 0077 | 
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| The eighth Ohe Ry 5 
"Afier all, It may be ald, that; in St. rate One 
aſkidg Jeſus Chriſt, Art there" few who ber ſaved? : 
as we have noted at the Head of the firſt Article 
of this Treatiſe; the Antwer of Jeſus! Chtiſt was 
This, Striwe 10 enter in at the Hrair Gate; for 
Many, 1' fay unto you, will ſeet 4% enter in, and 
ſball not be able, Chap. xiii. 23. He had faid the 
ſame Thing in St. Matthew, Chap. vil, 13, 14: 
Emer. Ne in at the ſtrait Gate; for wide is the Gate, 
and broad it the Way that leadeih 0 Deſtruttion; 
and Many there be which gos in thereat; becauſe, © 
ftrait is tbe Gate, and narrow is the Way whith © 
leadeth unto Life, and Few there be tht fink It. 
But it all Men were ſaved, would Jeſus Chriſt have 1 
ſaid chat the Way to Heaven is narrow, and Few 
there be that find It? And if none were damm d, 
would it be truth to ſay, that wide is the Gate, and” 
broad is the Way to Deſtruction, and Many there 
be who go in thereat ? And why that Erclamation 
of Jeſus Chriſt, O hat ftrait is the Gate that leadeth 
unto Liſv Had He not the faireſt Occaſion in tles 
World to explain the Doctrine of the Salvation f 


all Men? * far from That, He ſaid, oy 
| 
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ſhall Zo the broad Way that ,leads t Deltrixtion 3 

and Few tha] enter at the - Gate th | leads to Life: 

It muſt needs be, therefore, chat He intended we 

ſhould underſtand 'by His Anſwer, that the, greateſt 

Part of Men ſhall be damn'd; for let Us pur the 

* Caſe, that, He had drawn that Conſequence, He 
could not better have OR kes WP; mk 
| Us do fo likewiſe, | 


en ARTICLE XIII. 


Anfrvr to the rene Objeftion, are there 
as Few bo be Javed? _ LL i 


| ae has attended to Wet we have 
. hicherto ſaid, that in reading the Holy Scrip- 
ture, we ate allwiſe to diſtinguiſh rightly between 
What relates to the Grace of Redemption, and What 
0 the Grace of Superabu ance; will reaſon thus, 
Whoever diligently purſues the Path of the, Grace 
Superalundance, and manifeſts in his Works the 
- _New-man, by the Practice of Virtue, and the pain- 
ful Exerciſe of Repenrance, is in the direct Way 
to that Happineſs, or Life eternal, which is, the 
. 0 of the good Uſe of that Grace; but he 
Who only ſhews in his Works the Ol: J. man, is in 
the Way that leads to Perdition. 
Fir Becauſe, he loſes the Fruit of the Crate of 
Superabundance, which Jeſus Chriſt has offer d him, 
and which he might have acquired. 
Saecondiy. Becauſe, he altogether acts as, be would 
have done, if _ Jeſus Chriſt had not redeemed” him. 
In that Caſe, the Path he treads in, would be the 
Path of e and It may ſtill be called wg 
but, 


„ 
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but, as ins not 222 
Title e f * 8 of e 17 
It is to be 1 in the 'Obj jeRtioh, 


Chriſt does 90 are faved; The 1 85 
either, that 42 80 Fo BA Fora but P 1 
Many hall go in at che wide” Gate which leads” ro 
Bettset th 5 And Many Hall % in 1 et. But 
that Word, K Action, or Perdition, has, in the 
Holy Scripture, a very lax Signification. and is 
applied indifferently to all Sorts of Deſtructions, 
or Perdiuons, V quid Perditis hæc;? To wat 
Purpoſe is this Waſte ? ſaid ſome of the Diſciples 
in St. Matthew. In St. Mark, They uſe the ſame 
Term, Why was this Waſtie of ihe Ointment made? 
In the Acts of the Apoſtles, St. Peter ſays to Simon, 
the Magician, 74 Mine y periſui with Thee, Acts vii. 
20. Is it to be thought, that St. Peter, ſo full of 
Charity, wiſhed that Man might be damn'd, and 
that his Mony might be damned wich him ＋ 
miab, ben of God, who had afflicted ME 

lem, in puniſhment top their Sins, lays, He We 
0 withdrawn bis Hand from deſtroping, Lament. 

„8. Could he mean, that God had not withdrawn 
bi Hand from damning Zeruſalem? In Eccleſiaſti- 
cus, It is faid of Simon, Son of Onias, (to quote 
Apocrypha, as well as Scripture) he took Cute of 
his Nation, and delivered It from Deſtroctiogʒ that 
Deſttuction farely was not Damnation. 5 C reain, 
therefore, that, in the Scripture, the , Word, 
ſtruction, does not _neceffarily imply Parnation 3 
It muſt, "however, do ſo, for the Objection ic baye 
any Force; and nothing i is more natural than ly, 
that the, Way of Deſtruction, or Perdition, is t. 

whereby we deprive out ſelves of the Grace, of 2 | 
prrabundance. 

But, you will ſay; did not 1480 Chrilt anſwer 
according to the ee of 1 the Qoeſtion, i Fr 
; 1 > e109 Saugtd ; 
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Gould be ſaved ? "Twas to. thar precifcly He" was 
REI and very yy; I dd io, 


Anſwer, by Retrtig ] 1258 N 


When the Sons of Zebedee deſired Hale Mother 
to aſk Jeſus Chriſt, that One of Them might fir at 
His right Hand, and the Other at his left, in His 
Kingdom, was it anſwering to the Queſtion, and 
Intention of the Propoſers, to ſay to Them, Are 
Ze able to drink of the Cup that I ſhall drink of ? 
Matthew, xx. 22. It was fo, however, that He _- 
did -anſwer z intending They "ould underſtand, we 


that it was that Cup They ſought to aſk a Share of, 


to obtain the Grace of Superabungance, whereby che 
chief Place in the Kingdom of Heaven is merited. 


It was thus, Jeſus Chriſt anſwered to the Queſtions 


made to Him 3 not ſpecifically to the Things deſired 
of Him. Thus, the Perſon who, in the Odjection, 
aſked from Curio), If there were Few who be 
ſav'd ? received not preciſely an Anſwer to his De- 


mand; but the Son of God takes an Occaſion from 


thence, to exhort All who heard Him to endeavour, 
with all their Might, to acquire, by the Actions of 
the Grace of Superabundauce, the Felicity that ſhall 
be the Recompence of the good Uſe made of It; 
without which, it would be in vain to hope to arrive 
at It; Many, 1 Jay unto Jou, foal ferk to enter 5 
hut Hall not be able. 

It is, as if he had ſaid to Them, 1 have * 
declared to you, that 1 am come to fave all Men; 
that my Father hath given all into my Hands; 
< and that nothing he has given me ſhall be loſt, 
e becauſe the Benefic of the Grace. of Redemption, 
& which I am come to compleat, cannot fail to 
any One: But I have till brought another Grace 


< of great Price, and which ſhall enable Thoſe who _ 


< receive It to merit an Augmentation of Happi- 
| wy nels; 
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Thing, therefore, to be done, to 
acquire chat! düsen ot kappe is, to im- 
« pron the Grace of Superabundance which 1 have 
ought to you." Leu muſt part with all, to enter 
« at the ſtrait Gate; O howiſtrait it is! for 1 you muſt 
6 renounee Riches, Pleaſures, Lourſelves; muſt fol- 
lo my le, and carry my Croſs every Day 
C of your Lives Many-ſhall deſire to enter at this 
6 ſtrait Gate ; but Co , iSenſualicy, Un- 
« warthinefs, in one Word, the Adherence! to the 
«© Old-man ſhall hinder Them, fo that Few ſhall 
enter thereat. We, every Day, fee but too much 
nee of this 1 5 
"31 n 663 26W Þ 18:1 
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ARTICLE XIV. 


dle ar may be offered, on hun "= 
provi 1 preſent Treat: Mes, | 


S ; We 


« neſs 


» * © - 


Queſtion I. 


8 not the e DoXrine: of this Tal 8 contrary to 
chat of the Church, on the ſubject of Juſt iſcatiun? 
3 ; Tt is not. All the Church declares, con- 
cerning uſtification, is, that it is che Fruit of the 
Grace 0 Saberabundanct 3 the Church eſtabliſhes 
the Means to profit by It, and fixes the Diſtinction 
to be made between the Works of the Man of Sin, 
and tf Works of the New- man. 

Feor che Reſt, if this Treatiſe were wo pl thy 
formal Determination of the Church, ht to be 
abfoltittly rejected, N glven bp ; the deer, 
himſeff, would be The firſt who would commit It 
to the Flames; becauſe he acknowledges the Right 
tie Chutch of Jeſus Chriſt Ras to his Submiſfion in 
what relates to Faith. It is Juſt, that the Church, 
* 9 0 directed 
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directed by the holy Spirit to lead Us into Truth, 
ſhould preſcribe the Means for Us to profit by the 


Grace of Superabundance, and to put off the Old- man. 
© *Tis to him, the Church, and often the Keripture, . 


give the Name of the ticked One.” 

We ſay, then, that it appertains to the Church, 
which is the Depoſitary” of the Faith, and the Sacra- 
ments, to regulate what concerns the Grace. of Su- 
perabundance in relation to Juſtification; for it is to 
be obſerved, that there remains no Occaſion to Her 
for any Regulation on the Subject of the Grace of 
Redemption; That is a Privilege acquired for All, in 
Virtue. of the - Sufferings of [Jeſus Chriſt, who died 
for All; a Gift of God, pure, ſimple, and abſolute. 
The Office of the Church, is to ſettle the Means 
by which we may obtain the Grace of Superabun- 
dance, and may profit by It. Without that Grace, 
we cannot be juſt, in the Sentiment of the Church; 
and, by that Grace, we certainly become ſo, | 

But you will fay, It will follow from this Argu- 
ment, that the Grace of Superabundance Itſelf can 
Juſtify none; for whom will It juſtify? The Old- 
man? He is itreconcileable to God. Will It juſtify 
the New. man? He is already juſtified in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Whom, then, will It juſtify ? We anfwer, that, as 
a Thing filthy may make Itſelf, every Day, more 
filthy, and a Thing clean may {tit] become cleaner, 
ſo a Sinner may render himſelf more culpable ; and 
a pious Man may more ſtrengthen his Piety. Thoſe 
are Qualities that admit of the More, and the Leſs. 
Such is the Inward-man, which will, or-will not, 
improve the Grace of Superabundance. 

The more he labours to acquire It, and to im- 
prove It, the More he Juſtifies himſelf, and the 
Leſs he endeavours that, he is the leſs worthy: of It; 
and, for that Reaſon it is, he is called unjuſt,” and 
wicked, deprived of 'that Juſtification, .and of that 


- Piety, which accompanies the Grace of Superaban- 


dance. 
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dance. It is in that Senſe, the Words of the Angel, 
in the Apocalypſe, are to be underſtood. Fe that 
is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt flill; and be which is 
filthy, let bim be filthy flill;, and be that is righteous, 
let him be righteous till; and be that is holy, let 
him be holy till. 1901004 

In laying, be that is unjuſt, let. bim be be unjuſt 
fill &c. *tis of the Qid-man he ſpeaks; but, in 
ſaying, he that is righteous,' let bim be righteous 
ill, he ſpeaks of the Inward-man, the New-man. 
It is as if he had ſaid, he who is already righteous 
by the Grace of Redemption, let him be more 
righteous by the Grace of Superabundance ; and let 


him labour to augment the degrees of that Hap- a 


pineſs It ere for him. 


Valin II. 


Would it not follow.from this Treatiſe, that it 
may be ſaid, that the Church has groſsly err'd ? 
For She has believed that. ſome are damn'd, and 
that there is a Hell for the Wicked, 

The Holy Ghoſt has not promiſed to the Church, 
that all Propoſitions which ſhe.: ſhould declare to 


\ 


be true, ſhould be ſo in all Senſes that may be 


put upon Them. The holy Scripture Itſelf has 
not that Advantage. It is ſufficient, that a declar'd 
Propoſition ſhould be true in one Senſe 3 and it is 


with reſpect to that true Senſe that the Holy Spirit 


has aſſiſted the Church with its Influence. 
Now, that the Church ſhould ſee Reaſon to be- 
lieve that ſome are damn'd, it ſuffices that the 
Old- man, the Man of Sin, the Carnal- man, the 
Man of Fleſh and Blood, is damn'd, deſtroyed, and 
confounded for ever, The Wicked ſhall not riſe in 
Judgment. That Old- man conſiſts in what St. John 
calls 7. be Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, 
and the Pride of . 1 * John ii, 16. 
| | Durſiion 
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8 5 | Nets lil 


Is it not to fall into the Error of Origen, — 70 
was of Opinion that, one Day, all Men ſhould be 


ſaved, even the Devils themſelves? 


It is not at all to favour that Error. Orzes de- 
ny'd the Eternity of the Pains of Hell, and con- 


ceived that all thoſe. who went thither, Men, and 


Devils, would, ſome time or other, enjoy everlaſt- 
ing Beatitude. Nothing like that, is ſaid in this 
Treatiſe, The Natural, the Carnal-man, ſhall be 
deſtroyed for ever. For what concerns. the Devils, 
Jeſus Chriſt has faid, that Hell-Fire was prepared 
for the Devil, and his Angels, There! We muſt 
ſuppreſs our Curioſity, without penetrating into what 
imports us not to know; for who can tell the 
Ways of God with thoſe Angels recipitated into 
the Abyſs? Since . thoſe He has Pleaſed to 
chuſe, in regard to ourſelves, appear ſo incompre- 
henſible to us, that St. Paul, that great Genius, 


whom God had inſtructed in the moſt ſublime 


Myſteries of our Faith, was forced to exclaim 
that the. Judgments of God are incomprehenſitlle, 
and his Ways paſt finding out! O the Depih of the 
Rithes of the Wiſdom, &c, Be it only obſerved, 


that St. Paul, ſpeaking of the Thorn in the Fleſh, 


that is ta ſay, of the Old-man, calls It the Mel. 
ſenger, or the Angel, of Satan; fo that, according 


to St. Paul, that Angel of Satan is the Old-man 


deſtined to Hell, ſeeing Hell-Fire is not only, ap- 

pointed for Satan, but likewiſe for his Angels. 
Neither does this Syſtem lead into the Errors of 
Molinus, and the Quietiſts; for we ſay, that the 
Deeds of the Old-man are the very Sins puniſhed 
really in Jeſus Chriſt, with reſpe& to the eternal 
Pains which the whole Man has deſerved in Adam, 
but who ſubjected the New-man to Pains temporal. 
Our 
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Our Sins, when we follow the Inclinations of the 
Old-man, draw on Us temporal Chaſtiſements, 
and really deprive Us (and for ever, if we do not 
repent) of the Grace of Superabundance, and of the 
Happineſs depending on It; But this is not the 
Doctrine of Molinus, or the other Quietiſts. 


; + Queſtion IV. 


But is it not a mere Imagination, to ſay, that the 
Old- man is Anticbriſt? For the Old- man is as old 
as the Sin of Adam, and Antichriſt, according to 
St. Fohn, was to reign but three Years and a half, 
and Power was given unto him to continue forty and 
two Months, Rev. xii: 5. And it is during that 
Reign, that the Church is to be, as it were, exil'd 
into the Wilderneſs Fg a Time, and Times, and 
half a Time from the Face of the Serpent, Rev: xii. 
14. It ſeems, therefore, impoſſible 'to believe, thar 
the Old-man, the Man of Sin, the Body of Death, 
the double Heart, ſhould be Antichriſ. 


Anſwer. 


The Myſtery of Antichriſt is ſo impenetrable, 
that it has been, hicherto, the Rock on which All 
who would -unfold It have ſplit. the Diver- 
ſity of- Opinions, both of the Ancients and Mo- 
derns, is a Proof of what I ſay. One of them, 
in his Expoſition of his Apocalypſe, was not judged 
to have offended the Faith, in attempting to prove, 
that Diocleſian was the Antichriſt. He found in 
the Name of that Emperor, the Number 666, 
which, according to St. Jobn, is the Number of 
the Beaſt; and happily enough apply*d to the Life, 
and Polity, of Diocleſan, All that is ſaid of Anti- 
chriſt, both in the Apocalypſe, Chap. xiii, 8, and 
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in the 2d We ſſalonians ii. 7. For the Myſtery of Iniquity 


. goth already work. 


Thus, as that Author was not deem'd to advance | 


any Thing contrary to Orthodoxy, by his Conject- 


ure, we ſhall, not ſcruple to explicate the Word, An- 


tichriſt, otherwiſe than he did; and chat, ſo much 


the rather, as we think our Opinion ſo exactly ſuita- 
ble to the Character of Antichriſt, who is the irre- 


concileable Enemy of God, and of his Chriſt; for 
ſuch the Old- man is; and if it were neceſſary to puſh 


our Explication further, and to go upon Conjecture, 
as others do, in ſeeking for the Number of the 
Beaft, we might ſay thac "COR DUPLEX, or, in 
French, UN COEUR DOUBLE, is the real 


Name of the Beaſt, and perfectly ſuited to the Old- 


man, Deſtruction being denounc'd againſt che dou- 
ble Heart, or the Sinner that goes two Ways, o 

r and to the Sinner that goeth two Ways, even 
1 the Numeral Letters in COR Duplex 
amount but to 665, as may be {cen by this Addi- - 
tion of them, 


— — 100 8 — — 5 
9 4 5 — — 100 
= — — 500 . 
c 

1 ty * 665 


So that there wants Ws one to make up the Num- 
ber 666, We might ſay, that that ſmall Matter 
was detalcated from the Apocalyple by Antichriſt 
himſelf; and-that, for that Reaſon, God, as it was 
propheſied, ſhall blot his Name out of the Book of 
Lite, and qut of the Holy City, which is the ſame 
Thing. F any Man ſball take away from the Words 


of the Book of this Prophecy, God ſhall take away his 
Part 
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Part out of the Book of Life, and out of the Holy City, 
Rev. laſt Chap. v. 19. | | 
But all this is but Conjefture, and Conceitz 
which has no Solidity in It; And independent of 
which, this Syſtem will remain in T's firk ſtate, 
corroborated by the Teſtimony of Two good Wit- 
neſſes, the holy Scripture and Reaſon, which hither- 
to have ſeem'd as if dead, concerning the Mercy of 
the Lord; but receive the Spirit of Life, and ſtand 
on their Feet. The Spirit of Life enier' d into Them, 
and They flood upon their Feet, Rev. xi. 11. 

But now, if we ſhall explicate the myſterious 
Terms of the Apocalypſe, which ſay, that the Beaſt 
ſhall cauſe the myſtical Woman to conceal herſelf 
from the Face of the Serpent, for a Time,” Times, 
and half a Time, which t commonly beliey'd to 
ſignify Three Years and a half, or Forty-two 
Months, it will not be difficult to explain Them ſo, 
as perfectly to correſpond with this Syſtem. 

For that End, let it be obſerv'd, that thoſe 
Words, a Time, Times, and half a Time, indi- 
cate to us four Times, viz. Three whole Times, and 
the half of another Time. Let us then take à cer- 
tain Space of Time, and divide It into four equal 
Parts, and from One of thoſe Parts deduct one Half, 
which will be one Eighth of the Whole: Antichriſt is 
to appear, or reign for the Three whole Parts, and 
one Half of the Fourth; that is to ſay ſor ſeven Eighths. 

Now, the Space of Time we ought to take, is, 
the ſtated Length of all che Life of Man, which js ſe- 
venty Years, according to the roth Ver. of the 89th 
Pſalm. Divide we ſeventy. Years in four equal Parts, 
there will be in every Part ſeventeen Years, and ix 
Months; Thus, a Time is (ſeventeen Years; and 
ſix Months; but now, let us deduct the Halt of ſeven- 
teen Years, and ſix Months, which will be eight Years, 
and nine Months, and ſo Antichriſt, or the Old-man, 
begins not to appear, or reign, in the Actions of * 

Ll 
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will aſter ag Yea and nine months; That is, during 
Infancy, he begins not to ſhew himſelf; for it may 
be ſaid, that commonly, for that Time, One fins 
not enormouſly, becauſe not deliberately; but for 
the other Times, and the one Half of the firſt 
Time, the Old-man, the Carnal Man, the Body 
of Sin, Antichriſt, ſhews himſelf in the Actions of 
Man, 'by mortal Sin. It is That which Jeſus Chriſt , 
intends, by exhorting us to become like little Chil- 
dren; That is to ſay, to ſhew no more in our Acti- 
ons, and Deportments, the Deeds of the Old- -man, 
ag if-we were Infants. | 

Thus, you ſee how Antichriſt will reign a Time, 
Times, and half a Time, that is, about ſixty- two 
Tears; for which Time, the Myſtical, Woman, 
which is the Human Creature, or the New-man, is 
conceal'd and nouriſh'd in the Wilderneſs. She had 
ſne wn herſelf in the Time of Infancy by the Recti- 
tude of Manners; but the Enormities of the Old- man 

had made her diſappear. 
| Let us explain, then, all the fourteenth Verſe of 
the twelfth Chapter of this myſterious Book, on the 
Foot of our Syſtem. It is expreſſed in theſe Words, | 
And to the Woman were given two Wingsof a great 
Eagle that ſhe might fly into the Wilderneſs, into her 
Place; Where ſbe is nouriſh'd for a Time, and Times, 
and half a Time, from the Face of the Serpent. 

The great Eagle (That is, Jeſus Chriſt,) has 
| forc'd the prey of Satan out of his Hands. The 
two Wings of that Eagle, are the Grace of Redemp- 
tion, and the Grace of Superabundance. The myſ 
tical Woman, is the New-man, the Inward- man, 
the Spiritual man. The Place ot the Woman, is 
the Mortal Body. The Wilderneſs is this Lower 
World, which, compar'd to the World of the other 
Life, is a real Wilderneſs, becauſe of the ſmall 
Number of Its Inhabitants. The Serpent, is the 
Old- man, the Natural-man, the Body of Sin. mom 

our 
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bon dine Times, during which the Woman is 
nouriſhid in. the Wilderneſs,” are the different 9 
ons of Human Life; Each of thoſe Portions con- 
ſiſts of ſeventeen Years, and ſix Months; and the 
One eighth Part of thoſe four Times, which is de- 
ducted, fignifhes the Time of Infancy in Man, 
This is the interlineary Explanation wen to be. 
apply*d tathis fourgeenth Verſe; and fo, in paraphra- 
ſing It, in any Language, ought It to be interpret 
ed, to have the true Senſe of It. 
The Grace of Redemption, and the Grace of Su- 
Perabundance, are the Io Wings, with which Je- 
ſus, Chriſt, who is the Great Eagle, covers all Man- 
kind. Thoſe Two Wings were given to the In- 
ward. man, which is that Myſtical Woman, that he 
may fly away with them into the Mortal Body of 
Man; to remain there during the ſeven Parts, and 
the One eighth Part of the whole Time he is in the 
Wilderneſs Of this lower World; during which, it 
is impoſſible for him to ſhew himſelf i ig the preſence | 
of the Old man, who is the Serpent. 

For it muſt be particularly remark'd, that, tho? 
the New-man, and the Old- man, are joyn'd toge- 
ther in this Life, it is, nevertheleſs, impoſſible they 
ſhould appear, at one and the fame Time, in the 
ſame Man. They are like, the Gemini in the Zo- 
diack, one ſetting, when the other riſes; like Caflor, 
and Pollux; and the Reaſon of That, is, that the 
New. man, and the Old- man cannot ſhew themſelves, 
but by: their Actions; the New man, by ſuch as are 
good; the Old-man, by ſuch as are evil; and hav- 
ing nothing common to Them, it follows, that as 
an Action cannot be good, and evil, at the ſame 
Time, ſo cannot we ever ſee the Old- man, and the 
New. man at the ſame Time in the fame Perſon 
and Thus, the New-man is ever, in this Life, out 
of the Preſence of the nds that is, of the 
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Let the Curious examine, whether this Serpent 
we are ſpeaking of, be not the ſame 'mention'd by. 
- Moſes in the third Chapter of Gene/:s. 2 

But it will be urg'd, that this Explioation of a 
Time, Times, and half a Time, ſeems natural 
enough; but cannot, however, be receiv*d ; becauſe it 
accords not with the fifteenth Verſe of the xiiith Chap- 
ter of the ſame Apocalypſe, which ſays, And Power 
was given unto him to continue forty and two Months, 
Now, according to this Style of Scripture, Forty- 
two Months cannot ſquare with about ſixty-one Years 
and three Months; but, in the Old Syſtem, both Ver- 
ſes are eaſily explain*d into three Years, and an Half. 


Anf Wer. 


We find not Fault with the Explanation given 
by the Old Syſtem. The Book of the Revelations 
is ſo myſterious, that an infinite Number of Senſes 
may be put on Ir, which, perhaps, may be all good, 
tho? appearing very oppoſiſe; But we ſay, that the 
Explanation we have exhibited to this fourteenth 
Verſe* is as natural as any hitherto given to It, by 
any One; Nor can we fee any Neceſſity that a Time, 
Times, and half a Time, ſhou'd ſignify the ſame- 
Thing as do the Forty-two Months in the fifth 
Verſe of Chap. thirteen. On the contrary, we be- 
lieve they are Things very different; as we proceed 
to ſhew. WEE 

Certain it is, that to Act, and to Reign, are not 
the ſame Things. A Prince reigns while he fleeps; 
but while he ſleeps, he does not act. A Prince 
who reigns ſixty-one Years, and three Months, can 
employ but forty- two of them in Action; for, regu- 
Jarly ſpeaking, the third Part of our Lives paſſes in 
Sleeping. Thus, the ſixty-one Vears, and three 
Months, mark the Length of the Reign of the Old- 


man; And the forty-two Months, which, _— 
or 
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for forty-two Years, are two thirds and a little more 
of the Length of his Reign, ſtate the Time he has 
employ'd in Action; And this appears to be natural, 
with reſpect to the Terms made uſe of in the Text, 
Power wwas given unto him to continue Forty and two 
Months. As if he had faid, Power to do, or act 
ſomething, for forty-two Months, This was what 
induc'd a Learn'd French-man to render It by the 
Word D'agir, to make War againſt the Old-man. 
It is common enough to the Holy Scripture, in a 
myſtical way of Speaking, to put a Day, or a 
Month, for a Year: And ſo every Thing quadrates 
perfectly well with our Syſtem, 


Queſtion V. 

If all Sins are pardon'd, and if they cannot damn 
the New-man, how are we to underſtand what Jeſus 
Chriſt ſays 1a St. Matib. Chap. xii. 32? Whojoever 
ſpeaketh a Word againſt the Son of Man, It ſhall be 
forgiven bim; but whoſoever peateth againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, It ſhall not be forgiven him, neither in this 
World, neither in tbe World to come. And, in St. 
Mark, it is likewiſe faid, He that ſhall blaſpheme 
againſt the Holy Gall, hath never Forgiveneſs ; but is 
in Danger of Eternal Damnation, Chap. iii. 29. 
St. Lake relates in the ſame Manner thoſe Words of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Chap. xii, 10. Here, therefore, is a 
Sin irremiſſible, and which, conſequently, incurs 
Eternal Damnation. | 


1 


Anſwer. 


It is ſurpriſing to ſee how Expoſitors have tor- 
tured their Imaginations to find the true Senſe of 
thoſe Words. Monſieur Tollet, on this Chapter of 
St. Luke, reckons eighteen different Explications of 
them; eleven, of the Latin; and ſeven, of the 
Greek Fathers; and, after all thoſe Expoſitions, 
we are juſt as well edified as we were betore; for 

O 2 the 


de  HEAVENOPEN 
the Knot of the Difficulty! till remains, which ons? 
ſiſts in this, « That all Sins ſhall be forgiven  - 
"6 and yet, that the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt” 
c ſhall not;“ and, in Reality, why the Forgive- 
neſs of all other Sins, this remaining irremiſſible ? 
v hen ſeſus Chriſt, in the ſame Chapter of St. Matthew, + © 


fays, Mherefore I ſay unto you, all manner of Sia 


and Blaſphemy "ſhall be forgiven unto Men, xii. 31. 
It is impoſſible for the old Syftem, which holds, 


that Men may be damn'd fora ern finful Thought, 
to know how to reconcile this ſeeming Contra- 
diction, and to give a right Explication to thoſe 
Words of Jeſus Chriſt. The multitude of different 
Opinions evinces, that each Author is not facisfied 
with the Expoſitions of the Others. 

But, in our preſent, Syſtem, tis extremely eaſy 
to explicate thoſe Words, which, in every Ober 
are inexplicable ; for there is no more in It, chan 
that the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is, the reject- 

ing, and flighting the Grace of Saperabundance. It 
is that Sin only, that is irremiſſible in the World to 
come; becauſe, whoever has not had that Grace in 
this World, by not having done his utmoſt to ob- 
tain It, will be eternally deprived of the Happineſs 
which anſwers to the State of It; n all 
hisSine, ſhall be forgiven him; but ſo that he ſnall enjoy 
only the Happineſs that anſwers to the Grace of 
Redemption. 
If we reject that Grace of Superabundante, we, in 
a manner, blaſpheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt. It is, 
to ſay to Him; that He is not worthy to be re- 
ceived; and that we will not acknowledge Him 
for what He is; for he, Himſelf, is that Grace; 
which diffuſes Itſelf in our Hearts, as St: Paul ſays, 
Becauſe the Love of God is ſhed abroad in our Hearts 
by the, Holy-Ghoſt, which is given unto Us, Rom. v. 5. 
The eternal Father has given his Son unto Men, to 


redeem them trom Damnation; The Son offered 
e 


— 


underſtand theſe Words of St. Paul? N bo now re- 


ee e 


might merit an augmentation, of Happineſs Ag | 
who wilt not acknowledge Jeſus. Chriſt, to be the 
Meſſias, abſolutely reſeck the Holy Ghoſt; and 


thoſe, who, acknowledging, the Meſſias in the Perſon | 5 1 
- cf Jeſus Chriſt, yet reitet the ſame Holy Ghoſt 


offer d to them, will not accept the Sandtification, 
which is the Effect of It; therefore it is, Gar 
they ſhall. be deprived of It for ever.. 
To be convinced how natural this Autart is, 
read only the Chapters, whence the Paſſages in 1 
Objection are taken; and it will be ſeen, that 
Jeſus Chriſt ſpoke, there, to ſome of the Jews,: who 


would not acknowledge Him to be What Ie was, 


and; who ſaid, that it was by Belzebub, thats He 
wrought. his Miracles. It is, then, as, if He had 
faid ta them, “ All the Sins you have committed, 
« and ſhall commit, will not deprive you of the 
“Kingdom of Heaven, becauſe they ſhall be for- 
« given by the Grace of Redemption, which 1 
« bring to all Men, All manner of Sin, and Blaſ- 
«« phemy, ſhall be forgiven unto Men, But your Rejec- 


tion of the Holy Ghoſt, which 1 is the Grace. of 


« Superabundance J offer to you, is a Sin whereof 


«* you will eternally feel the Effects; for, neither in 


4 


this World, nor in the next, ſhall any. Thing be 
C able to ſupply the Want of that Grace in you; 

«« You ſhall eternally be depriv'd of the Happineſſß 
« you might have merited by that Grace, if you | 
« wou'd have receiv'd It. 

This is the irremiſſible Blaſphemy the Jews com- 
mit, to this Day, againſt the Holy Ghoſt, by re- 


* 


jecting him; and That, the Libertines, and the 


Wicked, are guilty of, by reſiſting him, and eſtran- 
ging themſelves from him. 
But how ought we, by this preſent Syſtem, to 


joice 
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Joice in my Sufferings for you, and fill up that which'is - 
behind of the Afiiftions of Chriſt, in my Fleſh, for his 
Bodys Sake, which is the Church, Coloſſ. i. 24. 
One Divine, particularly, tranſlates them from the 
Original thus, I Paul, who now rejoice in the 
« Pains I endure for you, and who accompliſh, inmy 
& Fleſh, what is wanting in the Sufferings of Jeſus 
« Chriſt, for his Body, which is the Church.“ Is not 
this as much as to ſay, that we may, by our Works, 


apply to ourſelves the Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt ? 


Anſwer, 


I anſwer, that thoſe Words of St. Paul are ill 
render'd by the above Author; for his Senſe of them 
implies, that the Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt was inſuffi- 
cient 3 and not of infinite Merit, ſince ſomethin 
was wanting to It; and that St, Paul ſupply*d that 
Ret, © 

Another, in his Paraphraſe on them, ſays, that 
Jeſus Chriſt ſuffer*d, before he expir*d, All he ought 
to ſufferz and that therefore it is, that he ſaid; Con- 
ſummatum eſt, All is accompliſh'd. Perfectum eff, 
All is finiſh'd, ſays St. Auguſtine. It is not, then, 
that there is any Inſufficiency in the Sufferings of 
Chriſt; it was in the Fleſh of St. Paul that ſome- 
thing was wanting. Moreover, that Apoſtle does 
not ſay, Which is behind, or wanting, to he Afiidi- 
ons of Chriſt, as he ought to have ſaid, if he wou'd 


have had us underſtand, that any Thing was incom- 
pleat in the Sufferings of Jelus Chriſt z for the Verb, 


Deſum, to be wanting, certainly governs the Dative 


\ caſe. To ſay, that the Hebrews have no Dative, and 


that It is an Hebraiſm, is a very bad Reaſon, and 
which would be of a dangerous Conſequence ; for 
neither has the Hebrew a Genitive; and the Interpre- 
ter cou'd not but well know the Regimen of the Pre- 

poſition 3 
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poſition; and, beſides, that this Epiſtle was not writ 
in Hebrew by St. Paul. | 

Here follows, therefore, the Conſtruction that 
ought to be given to thoſe Words of the Apoſtle : 
Ea Paſſionum Cbriſti que in Carne med deſunt adim- 
ples pro Corpore ejus, quod eſt Eccleſia; Thoſe Things 
of the Afiiftions of Chriſt which are behind, or want- 
ing, in my Fleſh, I fill up for bis Body's Sake, which 
is the Church; for, to paraphraſe them, it is as if St. 
Paul had ſaid to the Colofiansz ** Brethren, I am 
« writing to you from Rome, loaded with Chains; 
& but theſe Sufferings, very far from affliting me, 
% make me rejoice on your Account, when I thi 
« that the Example I ſet you will be profitable to 
« you; for you Thereby learn, that we ought rather 
« to ſuffer all Things, than to forſake Jeſus Chriſt, 


ce who ſatisfy'd not himſelf to ſuffer for us in his Soul, 


& but who has alſo ſuffer'd in his Body; Thoſe Af- 
« flictions of his Body have not been enough im- 
« printed, and engraven on my Fleſh z that Mark 
C of my Apoſtolate wou'd have been wanting to 
& me; But now I fulfill my Duty, in ſhewing to 
« all the Body of the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, by 
« my Example, how every one of the Faithful 
« ought to ſuffer in his Fleſh, to obtain a greater 
« Portion of the Fruit of the Grace of Suerabun- 
« dance, that nothing may be wanting to his 
« Felicity.” | 
This © =" 290 is much more natural, - than the 
Straining the Words of the Apoſtle, to make him 
fay, that ſomething was wanting to the Suſſerings of 
Jeſus Chriſt; as if any Thing cou'd be wanting to 
Sufferings ſuperabundant, and of Merit infinite. 
Beſides, this Explication here given, is not of novel 
Invention, to favour this Syſtem; It has It's Autho- 
rity from a very able Divine on thoſe very Words 
of St. Paul. Thoſe Words, then, do not prove, 
that the Effect of the Grace of Redemption depends 
on 
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on the Application We are oblig'd to make of It to 
ourſelves; but It fully proves, that It is our Intereſt} 


after the Example of St. Paul, to ſuffer all Things, | 


patiently for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt, that we may 
obtain the Fruits of the Grace of Superabundance. 


oſs "VL, 


. How can it be, that an Opinion ſo important to 
all Men, as that advanc'd in this Treatiſe, ſhou'd be 
To long unknown? And that ſo many great Genius's 
asthe World has produced, have not comprehended 
the Senſe of the Words of St. Paul, in the fifth Chapter 
of his Epiſtle to the Romans; which is pretended to be 
ſo clear a proof of the Certainty of this new Syſtem, 
and that they have been ſo little attended to? For it 
cannot be deny d but there have been very great 
Men, who have devoted all their Lives to Medita- 
tion on the Myſteries of the Holy Scripture, in or- 
der to unſold the Senſe of them. : 


* 


Anfeer. 


We deſire to know, how it can be, that Moſes, 
ſo intimately admitted to a Participation of the ſe- 
cret Will of God, ſo well affected to the People of 
the Jews, whoſe Leader and Lawgiver he was, 
' ſhou'd never ſay one Word to that People, concern- 
ing the Immortality of the Soul, in which it was fo 
neceſſary he ſhow'd be inſtructed? Theſe are of the 
hidden Things of the Providence of God, who calls 
forth the Diverſity of Opinions, and diſcovers the 
Truth when He thinks fit; and who, almoſt ever, 
makes Uſe of the Meaneft Inſtruments to bring 
about the Greateſt Things; and rightly is it ſaid, 
Deus, in Diſpoſitione mirabili, Infirma Mundi eligit, 
ut Fortia guægue confundat, God, in his. wonderſul 
Providence, chuſes the weak Inſlruments of the M. = 

| | that 
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. That the Mighty may be confounded. He is pleag'd 
do do ſo, that none ſhould aſſume the Boldneſs to at- 
tribute to themſelves the Glory of his Actions, and 
that all ſhould aſcribe them to his Holy Name. 

O Lord! ſaid the Prophet of Old, - Thou art a 
God altogether conceaPd. As if he had ſaid, God, 
who is Truth itſelf, is conceaPd from the Old-man; 
and diſcovers not himſelf, but to thoſe who love him, 
— ſeek him; and That, when it is moſt fit for 

n ̃ | Wh pe EE 

But how comes it to paſs, that the Church conti- 
nuaily enjoyns Chriſtians to aſk of God Forgiveneſs | 

of their Sins, O Lord, have Mercy upon us. Spare 
thou them, O God, which confeſs their Faults, Re- 
member not our Iniquities, and ſuch-like Prayers, 
which ſhe repeats every Day? Why ſo often the 
Penitential Pſalms, the Litany, &c. For if all our 
Sins have been ' remitted, and pardon'd in Jeſus 
Chriſt, all that Devotion is unneceſſary, there is no | 
more Occaſion to pray for a Remiſſion of them; the 
Petition in the Lord's Prayer of Forgive us our Treſ< 


paſſes, muſt be expung d. £ 
| Anſiwer. 


The Word, Sin, does not always ſignify that 
which we underſtand by the Tranſgreſſion of Sin; 
It often ſignifies the Puniſhment due to Sin. 

In the Old Law, it was the Cuſtom to offer Sacri- 
fices for the Expiation of Sins; the Donation of the ö 
Victim was the Puniſhment of the Sinner; and that 
Puniſhment, that is to ſay, that Victim, was call'd 
Sin, Iniguity, as may be ſeen in many Places of the + 
Scr ipture. . _ | | 

* In the Prophet Hoſea, God complains, that the 1 
Prieſts of the Law eat the Sins of the People, and the 
Number of their Iniquities, They eat up the Sin of my 
People; and they ſet their Heart on their Iniquities. 

aa | P Chap, 
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Chap. iv. 8. Thoſe Prieſts, ſurely, did not eat the 


Tranſgreſſion of Sin, but the Victims which were 


the Puniſhment of It. 


We have ſaid before, that tho* our Sins cannot 
damn the New - man, they however ſubject him to a 
Temporal Puniſhment, and if you will, to an Eter- 
nal one, to a fort of Guilt that draws on him an Ex- 


cluſion from the State of the Grace of Superabundance; 
from which State we depart, by our Continuance in 


the Commiſſion of Sin; but by our Prayers, our 
Faſts, and Mortifications, we deſire of God to be 


deliver d from that Puniſhment, and to be re- plac'd 


in the State of that Grace, that we may receive the 
Fruit of the Good Works we ſhall do. Tho' the 


Grace of Superabundance be a particular Gift of the 
gratuitous Goodneſs of God; and tho? he beſtows It 


not, but on thoſe to whom he pleaſes to grant It, yet 
it is his will we ſhou'd aſk It of him with Importuni- 
ty, and Fervour; that we ſhou'd, by our frequent 
Prayers, uſe a kind of Violence to obtain it from his 
Mercy. This is what our Saviour has taught us, in 
ſaying, that the Kingdom of Heaven is given lo thoſe 
who take it by Violence, &c, The Privation of that 
Grace, as to ſuch who, having receiv'd It, are ſo 
unhappy to loſe It again by their own Fault, becomes 
a Debt for them they moſt perſonally pay; That 
would lie on Themſelves, if Jeſus Chriſt had not at- 
tach'd to certain Works he wou'd have us practice, 
the Means to recover that Grace in Satisfaction to the 
Divine Juſtice; ſuch, are the Prayers, the Faſts we 
make, and the Sacraments he has inſtituted, to com- 
municate to us that Grace of Superabundance z and 
That, of being able to aſk for It efficaciouſty; and 
becauſe no one can be aſſur'd of actually having It, 
the Church exhorts us, ſolicits us, to pray for It in-" 
ceſſantly. It is too, from the ſame Motive, that 
Jeſus Chriſt, teaching his Apoſtles, and in Them, 
all Chriſtians, in what Manner they ſhou'd pray, 

| intimated, 


' 
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intimated, that what They chiefly ought to pray for» 
was, the Forgiveneſs of thoſe Debts to which Sin ſub” 


jects fuch as commit It. | 
But you will urge, if the of God be wY 
nite, ought It not to beſtow on all Men not only the 
Fruit of the Grace of Redemption,” but likewiſe That 
of the Grace of Superabundance? For a Goodneſs 
that Wo d beſtow Both, wou'd appear greater than 
That which beſtows only One. This is the Principle 
you have built upon yourſelf, in the fifth Arocle of 
this Syſtem. | 


Avfevtr 


The we have, elſewhere, ſufficiently infer this 
Queſtion ; We ſay here, that it muſt be obſerv:d, 
that itis improperly we cal] the Happineſs God beſtowa 
on Mankind in Fleaves. infinite. It is not call'd 
infinite, but becauſe It cannot be greater, with re- 
ſpect to the ſubject who receives It. If God did not, 
himſelf, exalt Man above his Nature, to make him 
capable of enjoying the Delights of the Glory of 
Heaven, he wou'd be unfit. to reliſh that Glory. 
Man ſo exalted, receives as much Happineſs, as he is 
capable of; withreſpe to the exaltation he is placed 
in, he is filPd with It. A Veſſel cannot receive 
more than it can contain; all that cou'd be brought 
more to It, wou d not fill it more; but that hinders 
not, but that, if that Veſſel were enlarg'd, it might 
then receive the Quantity It ought to hold. Now, 
2s God has never ſo exalted the Angels, and never ſo 
exalts the Souls of Men, that he cannot ſtill exalt 
them more, it follows, that they never enjoy a Hap- 
pineſs infinite in itſelf. That wou'd be to exhauſt 


his Power in their Favour; which he cannot do but 


for himſelf. 
It muſt not be thought, therefore, that God be- 


ſtows equally on all, an infinite Happineſs, to give 
P 2 us 


us an Idea of the Infinity of his Goodneſs; but it may 
be ſaid, that the Happineſs he beſtows, extends it- 
ſelf to all Men as far as they are capable to receive it ;, 
and that every one of them receives as much as he can 
contain, with reſpect to the Point he is exalted to, 
That renders him perfectly ſatisfied z becauſe, that 
Plentitude is the Bound of his Deſire ; and he cannot 
deſire more, for Want of Capacity to receive more; 
Infomuch, that he who has only the Grace of Re- 
demption, and who has only receiv'd the Exaltation 
that anſwers to that Grace, is not capable of receiving 
More than that he has; whereas he who has en- 
larg'd his Veſſel, by the Grace of Superabundance, 
wou'd not be ſatisfy'd with the Happineſs only that 
anſwers to the Grace of Redemption; becauſe: he has 
Room to receive more; and he muſt receive Ws, 
to be content. | 

As to the Old-man, the Body of Sin, he being by | 
his Nature, incapable of any Grace, becauſe heever 
is the Enemy of God, and the Object of his Execra- 
tion, the infinite Goodneſs of God never lets itſelf 
extend to him; and he is incapable to participate even 
in the Grace of Redemption. 


Queſtion VII. 


What advantage can we reap in embracing this 
Syſtem; and in forfaking the Old Hypotheſis, 
which informs us, that great Numbers - ſhall be 
damn'd? That is the Opinion we have hitherto fol- 
low'd, why ſhou'd it not prevail to the End of the 
World? Is it not a conſtantly receiv'd Maxim, that, 
in the Buſineſs of Religion, nothing ought to be in- 
novated ? But, if this Syitem be right, here is a ter- 
rible Innovation; how many Books muſt be com- 
mitted to the Flames! how many Sermons to be 


reform d! 
Anſwer. 
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The Advantages we ſhall reap. from the preſent 
Hypotheſis are very great, and of a great Number z 


but before we ſhew them, we ſay, that Thoſe of te 


Old Opinion are far from finding Themſelves eaſy 
in It; on the Contrary, They are quite otherwiſe. 
In Fact, the Old-man, the Man of Sin, was he ever 
more active, than atthis preſent Time? we ſeenothing 
but Crimes. It is at preſent, that we may pro- 
nounce, that all the Virtues of Men are but Vices 
«diſguigd. All Ranks, and Orders, ſeek their own, - 

not the Things which are Feſus Chriſt's, as St. Paul 
ſaid of his own Times, writing to thoſe of the City 
of Philippi. Except, from among them, ſome few 
who hold their Integrity, Self- intereſt is the firſt Mo- 
ver that ſets all a going. The fear of Hell- fire is not 
able to effect That which ought only to be the Con- 
ſequence of the Love of God. In the Old Hypo- 
theſis, to ſave a ſmall Number of the Elect, the 
Reſt of Mankind muſt be damn'd; and, as every 
Sect among Chriſtians is greatly oppoſite, Paradiſe 
muſt be thought of a very narrow Compaſs, and 
Hell a Place moſt immenſe; which is viſibly con- 
trary to the Diſpoſition of Things God has manifeſt- 
ed in the Univerſe; and that is a Proof, that the 
Views of God are not ſuch as They are ſuppos'd to 
be by the Old Syſtem. 7 bY 

We ſhall ſhew, in the following Article, the Ad- 
vantages of our new Syſtem in Reference to what 
is alledg?d, that, in the Matter of Religion, nothing 
ought to be innovated. That is true, as to the Le- 
nets of Faith, and to whatever has been declared for 
incontravertible, by the Church; but ſhe was not 
able in her firſt Aſſemblies, to ſettle all- that related 
to the Faith, In proportion to her Doubts, Difficul- 
ties and Contentions aroſe, about ſome Places 2 the 
52 | _— 
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Scriptures, and created Diviſions; ſo that it became 
neceſſary to aſſemble from Time to Time, Councils, 
Synods, or Convocations, to define the true Senſe of | 
thoſe Paſſages which particular Men had deverſly 
| reted. Certain it is, that there till remain ma- 
ny Points to be explain d; and Difficulties, that re- 
| quire to be clear'd up. 


"ARTICLE XV. 
Advantages that Men gain by this Hypotheſes. 


T Syſtem, without unſteling any Thing i in 
the eſſential Practices of Religion, forces us, 
as it were, to cheriſh an ardent,” and grateful Love 
for God ; 'for having deliver'd us from the Bondage 
of Satan, and given us an Afurance of Heaven, by 
the Grace of Redemption, without regarding our Me- 
rits, or the Corruption we were involy'd in by wp Sin 
of Adam. 

It excites us to admire the Wiſdom of God, for 
his having found Means ſo ſure to fave all Men, in 
letting them fall in Adam, to raiſe them again in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to whom they all are juſtified, without 
Diſtinction of People, or Nation; whereas, in the 
Old Syſtem, it cannot be made appear, that God 
has ſufficiently provided for the Salvation of an infi- 
nite Number of Infants who are dead throughout the 
Univerſe, and die Daily, before the Age of Ratio- 
nality, without Baptiſm; and concerning whom, ac- 
cording to the Old Syſtem, it is at leaſt, a Doubt 
whether, under that Circumſtance, they can be ad- 


mitted to a State of Felicity in the next World; and 


That, from no Fault of their own. Let it de re- 
n that the Number of thoſe is, at leaſt, as 
great 
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as that of all the Reſt of Mankind, if it be con. 
fider'd that commonly more Die before ſeven oreight 
Years Old, than " Hive” to that Period; and 
that there is not a ſixth Part of alt the Earth where 
- the Sacrament of Baptiſm is in Uſe, - | 
This New Syſtem eſtabliſhes a perfect Charity 
| ng Men of whatever Condition, or Religion: 
* them regard one another, as Children of the 
ſame Father, and as Perſons they are to live with, 
for an Eternity, in Heaven; ſo that however much 
a Sinner, and corrupted a Man may be, I diſtinguiſh 
in him, the Old- man from the New-· man; J abhor 
the firſt, and love the ſecond, and with Compaſſi- 
on fee him ſubject, in this Life, to the Wickedneſs 
of the Old-man; from whom, however, I am per- 
ſuaded he will one Day be ſeparated; and therefore 
it is, that in whatever Faith a Man dies, I look not 
on him as a Fire-brand of Hell becauſe he was not 
2 Chriſtian, or a good Liver, 7 
J ſee nothing Damnable in him but the Old-man ; 
and I believe that the New-man, the Inward-man, 
is ſav d by the Participation he has in the Redemption 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 
In that, I perceive the Immutability of God, in 
the real Deſign he had to create Men for Heaven, 
and to fave them all, after they had unhappily fallen 
by the Sin that render'd them unworthy of the Beati- 
tude to which they were appointed. I, with humble 
Gratitude, adore fo gracious a Father, who is ne- 
ver incens'd againſt his Children; and who, if he 
chaſtens Them for their Faults, does it in ſuch a man- 
ner as not to depriveany of Them of his Tenderneſs 
for Them; and who is xot angry for ever, but with 
the Old-man, | 
This Syſtem baniſhes from the Minds of Men the 
Fear of Death; It makes us look lt in the Face as the 
Expedient to put us in a State to ſee God, and our 


Redeemer; It frees us from the ſervile Dread of 
| eternal 
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eternal Pains; and inſpires us only with a filial Fear 


— 


of God, fill'd with Love and Acts of Thankfulneſs. 


Liberty, is the richeſt Preſent that can be beſtow'd 
on Human Nature; yet the old'Syſtem leads us 


to believe, that Nothing fo pernicious ' could be 


granted to Mankind; as if it were that Liberty 


that is the Cauſe that/of thirty Perſons, twenty-nine 


at leaſt, are damn'd ; but the preſent Syſtem ſhews 
Us how precious that Liberty is; It makes Us ſee 
that It is a Preſent worthy of God; and that it can- 
not but contribute. to our Happineſs, in putting us in 
a Way to be benefited by It, if we do our utmoſt to 
obtain the Grace of Superabundance, to augment our 


Glory in Heaven, itnot being in our Power to uſe 


that Liberty ſo, as to deprive us of the Felicity that 


is the Fruit of our Redemption; The only uſe, 


therefore, we can make of It is, to acquire the high 
Degree of Happineſs that is the Prize of the right 
uſe of the Grace of Superabundance; and not, that 
it can any way make us loſe that which is acquir'd 
for us by the Grace of Redemption, which is an ina» 


miſſible Gift of God. | 


By this Syſtem, the Inward-man can continually 


ſee, in this World, a true Image of Paradiſe. He 


may for that purpoſe, by an Operation of the Mind, 
abſtract from all Mankind the Old-man, the Man 


Antichriſt, and then there will remain only Happy 


Men, every one of whom will be ſatisfy'd with his 
Condition, without envying That of others. Such 
a Contemplation of the preſent State of Men upon 
Earth, will naturally furniſh him with a very ſenfible 
Idea of the State of Happineſs which all Men enjoy 
in Heaven. The great Number of the Vulgar, may 


' repreſent Thoſe on whom Heaven is beſtow'd only 


in · Virtue of the Grace of Redemption; The different 


Conditions of Men, elevated to different Degrees of 


Pre- eminence, and to the Ranks of Honour, delini- 
ate the different Degrees of Glory which is the F * 
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ech Grate of Superabundante, in to the 
good uſe Thoſe make of that Grare, who are more 
or leſs tais d to Dighiticsz The Potentates and Prin- 

ces, will figure to him the Choſen Veſſels,” who, by 
the Uniformity and Sanctity of their Lives, and by 
the Practice of Virtue, have overcome the Corrup- 
tion of the Old-man, and have ſet Themſelves above 
the Allurements of the Luſts of the Fleſh, This is 
the Image of the Beatitude Men enjoy in Heaven; 
which, at preſent we only fee Dale the Old- man 
inter poſing a Cloud, and cauſing the Obſcurity. 
Ibis Syſtem, delivering us from the dreadful 
Apprehenſions the Uncertainty of our Salvation, in 
the Old Hypotheſis, begets in us, fills us with Con- 
ſolation and Joy. It makes, that we may ſay, with 
St Paul, I am perſuladed, that neither Death, nor 
Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor 
Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor Height, nor 
Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſepd- 

\ rate us from the Love of God which in "Cov efas 
our Lord. Rom. viii. 38, 39. 

We have no Reaſon, therefore, bor hy other 
Fear, than that of not improving the Grace of Supen- 

' abundance beſtow'd on us, It is to that Fear St. | 
Paul excites us, when he tell us, Ve maſt wort bt _ 
our Salvation with Fear, and 'T rembling ; and he _— 
himſelf flar*'d he was wanting in that Particular, iin 
ſaying, he was afraid laſt, after inſtrufting others, 

he himſelf, ſhou'd be coun Reprobate. 

Let us moreover obſerve, that by our Syſtem, it 
is eaſy to conciliate Opinions that, in the School- 
Divinity, appear very dppoſite, and occaſion endleſs 

| Diſputes; for in this Treatiſe, it is ſeen that they 
are only founded on Ambiguity. 

For Example, on theDodrine of thePredeſtination 
to Glory, he who ſays, that it is decreed before the 
reviſion of the Merits of the Predeſtinated, wou'd 
be right, if he means the Glory that — the 

race 
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Grace of Redemption; and he 'who fays, that it is 


not decreed till after a Previſion of the Merits of the 
Perſon prediſtin'd, is right too, if he means the Glo- 
ry that anſwers to the Grace of Superabundance ; 
and ſo, They find they both agree, and have no real 
Cauſe of Contention, .In the ſame Manner, he who 
ſays, that Good Works are neceſſary to Salvation, is 
right, if by Salvation, he means the Happineſs that 
anſwers to the Grace of Superabundance; and it is ſo, 
the Definition of the Church on that Head is to be 
underſtood; But that does not hinder but that he who 
ſays, that Good: Works are not neceſſary to Salva- 
tion may likewiſe be right, if he means by Salvation, 
the Happineſs that anſwers to the Grace of . Redemp- 
tion, which is a pure and abſolute Gift of God, in 
Virtue of the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt ; which, in ſome 
Reſpects, are the Good Works of all Men; ſeeing 
They were done for Them. R | 
In Fine, .this Hypotheſis yields a wonderful Faci- 
lity to explicate readily an infinite Number of Places 
in the Holy Scripture z; and ought to be our great 
Conſolation, becauſe of the Hopes we conceive by It, 
that God will ſeparate us from the Old-man, to 
place us in his Kingdom; where, without excepting 
one BE Man, he will be, as St. Paul fays, All 
in All. | 


To Him who fitteth on the Throne, and to the 
Lamb, be Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, 
and Power, for Ever and Ever. Amen. 


A poor 


x 


loſt, turnsevery Thing in the Houſe up-fide 

before She found It; in r that 
| Diſorder, She ſpies the Drachm and preſently cries 
out, what good — I fear'dthisDrachm was loſt; 
Thank Heaven, I ſee It again. Come, my Friends, 
I have found my Treaſure ; Come, and Go All you 
can, to rejoice with me, 


W poor Woman, ſearching for a Drachm ſhe had 
own, 


It is thus that, now, diſconſolate ature finds, in 


this Treatiſe, a 'Drachm that was loſt, HEAVEN 
OPEN T 0 ALL MEN! A Verity that, for 
Ages, has lain hid, At Length, It is found Men, 


and Angels, ſing to the * * 


Praiſes. 
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